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Carl Meiss, President of 

the PA State Grange, has an-

nounced the hiring of Stacy 

(Ebersole) Bruker of Duncan-

non, Perry County, as the new 

Public Relations/Membership 

Director for the organization, 

effective January 3, 

2011.

Bruker replaces Meiss 

who was elected Presi-

dent of the PA State 

Grange at their October 

2010 State Convention.  

Meiss had served as the 

Public Relations/Mem-

bership Director since 

January 2003.

Stacy is a life-long 

Grange member and 

belongs to Community 

Grange #1767 in Perry 

County where she pres-

ently serves as their 

Secretary as well as the 

Perry County Pomona 

Grange #69.  In 1987 she 

was the PA State Grange 

Junior Princess and later 

served as the PA State Grange 

Female Youth Ambassador.

Mrs. Bruker is a member of 

the Advisory Board of Down-

town Daily Bread, serves as an 

offi cer of the Dellville United 

Methodist Church and is on 

PA State Grange Hires New
Public Relations/Membership Director

the Entertainment Committee 

for the Perry County Fair.  She 

has a Bachelor of Arts Degree 

in Economics from the Uni-

versity of Pittsburgh and lives 

with her husband Mac in Dun-

cannon.

Her duties will include: Edi-

tor of the bi-monthly Advo-

cate; writing and coordinat-

ing press releases; writing 

articles for The Grange Page 

in Lancaster Farming; coor-

dinating the WEB page de-

sign and updates, update the 

PA State Grange social media 

internet sites, create and de-

sign promotional materials, 

organizing, reorganizing and 

rejuvinating Granges; creat-

ing and presenting various 

motivational programs 

to Granges; and coordi-

nating the membership 

growth programs.

Additionally she will 

coordinate participation 

of the PA State Grange 

display booth at vari-

ous events including PA 

Farm Show, Ag Prog-

ress Days and Cornuco-

pia in the Capitol along 

with attending various 

PA State Grange events 

such as camps, Family 

Festival, State Session, 

etc.

Please stop by the PA 

State Grange booth in 

the Family Living area 

off the Maclay Street 

entrance at the 2011 

PA Farm Show and say hello 

to our newest addition to our 

PA State Grange Team.  And 

feel free to contact Stacy at 

the State Grange offi ce if you 

would like her to present any 

programs at your Grange.

Betsy Huber Re-elected to
National Grange Executive Committee

Betsy Huber, immediate 

past President of the PA State 

Grange was 

re-elected to 

the Board of 

Directors of 

the National 

Grange at the 

November Na-

tional Grange 

C o n v e n t i o n 

in Charlotte, 

N.C.  At their 

re-organization 

meeting, she 

was again elected as Chairman  

of the Board.

Betsy served as the second 

Delegate from PA at the No-

vember con-

vention along 

with present PA 

State Grange 

President Carl 

Meiss.  They 

were both kept 

extremely busy 

throughout the 

c o n v e n t i o n 

with committee 

meetings and 

Session work.

Read more about Betsy on 

page 3.

HAPPY
NEW

YEAR!
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From the Master's DeskCarl Meiss, State Master

PA Farm Show...here we 

come!

Yes, the next event on the cal-

endar fo the PA State Grange 

is the PA Farm Show.  We will 

again have our informational 

booth in the Family Living 

area of the Old Main Hall of 

the Farm Show Complex, off 

the newly renovated Maclay 

Street entrance.  We will also 

again, be manning the "Farmer 

For A Day" area for the chil-

dren, which I understand has 

been moved directly across 

from our booth this year.  

Our main focus of the PA 

State Grange booth at the 

Farm Show will, as always, 

be informational - to inform 

as many people as possible 

about the Grange and its im-

portance in our local commu-

nities throughout the Com-

monwealth.  I also expect that 

our booth volunteers will be 

very busy this year selling our 

new "The Pennsylvania State 

Grange Cookbook 2010."

National Grange
Convention

As I ended my last column, 

I was preparing to head to 

Charlotte, North Carolina to 

represent you as one of your 

delegates to the 144th Nation-

al Grange Convention.  Betsy 

Huber was your second del-

egate. 

I drove the approximately 8 

hours to Charoltte Saturday, 

November 6th and got settled 

into the host hotel. Bright 

and early on Sunday morning 

(9:00 a.m.) I was in the "New 

Masters/Delegates Workshop" 

presented by Rusty Hunt, Na-

tional Grange Membership/

Leadership Director.  This 

was a great opportunity for 

me to meet and network with 

the other new Masters (I think 

there were 11 of us with 10 at-

tending) from across the coun-

try.   Rusty gave us a break so 

we could meet the National 

Grange Executive Committee 

over lunch, then we were right 

back at it until after 5:00 p.m..  

Later in the evening we then 

met with our appointed com-

mittees to review resolu-

tions.  I served on the "Grange 

Growth" committee...very in-

teresting.  Betsy again served 

on the "Grange Law" commit-

tee.

Monday morning, after a 

breakfast for the "Freshman 

Delegates," we took a tour of 

the Rev. Billy Graham Library 

which was extremely interest-

ing.  It was not at all what I 

expected for a "Library."  At 

noon I attended the Distin-

guished Grange Award Lun-

cheon and was honored to ac-

cept an award for Russellville 

Grange #91 in Chester County 

as well as watching Char-

lene Espenshade accept the 

award for Elizabethtown Area 

Grange #2076 in Lancaster 

County.

Monday evening I attended 

the Host Region Welcome 

Dinner with many of our PA 

Grange members who were 

assisting with hosting the con-

vention.

The Opening of the 144th 

Annual National Grange Con-

vention took place Tuesday at 

2:00 p.m.  From that time on 

through Friday, the delegates 

were extremely busy discuss-

ing and voting on the 203 

resolutions from across the 

country.  We sent 7 of our reso-

lutions approved at our Session 

to National and 6 of them had 

positive results with the one 

from my home Grange, Valley 

#1360 to totally do away with 

the secret "Word" the only one 

failing on the fl oor.

Throughout the week I had 

the opportunity to attend many 

breakfasts, luncheons and din-

ners to witness many of our 

PA Grangers receive awards 

which you will read about in 

the various committee articles 

in this issue.

National Lecturer Pete 

Pompper presented a very 

moving service on November 

11th for the Veterans.  I also 

had the honor of presenting a 

fl ower in the name of Helen 

McBride Paden Scott (John 

Scott's wife) during the Na-

tional Grange Memorial and 

Worship Service.

All of the awards received 

by PA Grange members, 

Youth and Juniors were each 

in their own a "Highlight" of 

my fi rst National Grange as 

your President. The "Evening 

of Excellence," with Brittany 

Haag performing her Hawai-

ian Island Dance, was made 

much more "interesting" when 

National Lecturer Pete Pomp-

per came on stage in a full 

Scottish style kilt (see photo 

to right).  But when he came 

out later with a fully sequined 

Liberace-style jacket over the 

kilt...that was the "Highlight" 

of the show.

The convention fi nally closed 

with the Celebration Banquet 

Saturday evening with the en-

tertainment presented by our 

National Grange Vice-Presi-

dent Jimmy Gentry from North 

Carolina playing his guitar and 

singing.  All in all it was a very 

educational experience for me 

and I am now honestly looking 

forward to next year's conven-

tion in Tulso, Oklahoma.

(Sometime I'll tell you about 

my 10 hour trip home).
National Grange Lecturer

Pete Pompper

PA State Grange
Offi ce Staff

As you saw on the front page, 

I have hired Stacy (Ebersole) 

Bruker as our new Public Re-

lations/Membership Director, 

effective January 3, 2011, just 

in time to learn the ins and 

outs of the PA Farm Show.

The Executive Committee, 

at their November meeting, 

changed both of these job de-

scriptions to part-time posi-

tions, so Stacy will actually be 

working two part-time posi-

tions.  I am looking forward to 

working with Stacy.  I am very 

confi dent that she will enhance 

our staff and work diligently to 

improve and grow the Grange 

in Pennsylvania.

Stacy can be contacted 

through the State Offi ce at our 

toll free number, 1-800-552-

3865 or you can email her at 

publicrelations@pagrange.

org.

Gerry Berger continues as 

our offi ce secretary/recep-

tionist, although this does 

not come close to describ-

ing everything she does for 

us in the offi ce.  In addition 

to answering the phones and 

greeting visitors to the offi ce, 

Gerry handles all the day-to-

day fi nances -  paying our bills 

and invoicing customers, she 

handles everything with cook-

book orders, including sales to 

Granges as well as our inter-

net sales, she enters all of the 

Community Grange Quarterly 

Reports and prepares the State 

Grange Quarterly Reports to 

National Grange, and she pre-

pares most of our committee 

mass mailings throughout the 

year.  The next time you talk 

to her, please thank her for ev-

erything that she does here in 

the offi ce.  She can be emailed 

at pagrange@pagrange.org.

Last but certainly not least, I 

hired Betsy Huber as our new 

Legislative Liaison.  You can 

read all about her new position 

on page 3.  She has already 

been a wealth of information 

and a great help to me in learn-

ing my new job as your State 

Grange President.

On a personal note...thank 

you very much to everyone 

who called or sent get well 

cards and emails to me after 

my "accident."  

On the second day of the 

deer rifl e season (November 

30th) I fell about 10 feet while 

climbing out of my tree stand.  

I broke a rib in my back and 

badly bruised my left hand and 

various other parts of my body.  

I am recovering quite well but 

still need to go for therapy on 

my hand.  I do plan to be in the 

booth every day at the Farm 

Show!

Thanks again to everyone for 

your (usually) kind words and 

encouragement.

Carl
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2011 GRANGE HAPPENINGS

The Grange Advocate

for Rural 

Pennsylvania

20 Erford Road, Suite 216

Lemoyne, PA 17043

1-800-552-3865

A portion of members' dues 

is paid as a subscription.  The 

Grange Advocate is published 

bi-monthly by the PA State 

Grange.

Carl Meiss

State Master

master@pagrange.org

Stacy Bruker

Editor/Public Relations/

Membership Director

publicrelations@pagrange.org

Our website can be reached via 

the Internet at

http://www.pagrange.org

Our blog is located at:

pagrange.blogspot.com

Follow the PAStateGrange

on Twitter 

Jan 8-15, '11 PA Farm Show

  Farm Show Complex, Harrisburg, PA

Jan 28-29, '11 Department Planning Meeting

  Super 8, State College, PA

Apr 2-3, '11 PA State Grange Junior/Youth Lock-In

  Perry Valley Grange #1804, Perry County

Jul 1-3, '11 PA State Grange Youth Camp

  Camp Sylvan Hills, Howard, PA

Jul 3-9, '11 PA State Grange Junior Camp

  Camp Sylvan Hills, Howard, PA

Jul 14-17, '11 PA State Grange 8th Annual Family Festival

Jul 15-17, '11 Young Adults/Young Marrieds Weekend

  Centre County Grange Fairgrounds

Oct 15-17, '11 PA State Grange 139th Annual State Session

  Holiday Inn East, Harrisburg, PA

Nov 8-12, '11 145th National Grange Annual Convention

  Tulsa, OK

State Offi cers' Lines

It is the fi rst day of Decem-

ber and as I refl ect on the jour-

ney we have completed with 

the preparations for helping 

to host the National Grange 

Convention in Charlotte, NC 

this past November, one can 

say it has been a long journey.  

Now that this journey is com-

plete, it is well to refl ect and 

say thanks!

I sit here and crack the shells 

of peanuts that were part of 

our gift bags we received upon 

registration (in between think-

ing and typing), I recollect the 

progress we made since we 

fi rst began our involvement 

with this preparation.  (Oh yes, 

I am eating the contents, if you 

think I would just crack them 

and let someone else eat them, 

you’re wrong!)

Irvin and I arrived on Satur-

day evening and got settled 

into our hotel room.  Our van 

was packed full of all items 

which we could not ship, as 

well as our luggage contents 

for twelve days!  (We spent 

three days in Myrtle Beach 

prior to going to Charlotte.) 

On Sunday, we met with the 

general coordinator for the 

convention, Crystal Allen, and 

were directed on our duties for 

the week.  We decorated the 

Pennsylvania Christmas tree 

and then helped in preparation 

of fi lling the gift bags.  During 

the week, I sat in the Host Of-

fi ce to help with directions and 

did some small offi ce duties.  

Irvin spent most of his time in 

session or taking walks around 

the lake area near the hotel.  

Our busy day was on Saturday 

when we hosted the Hospital-

ity Room.

Prior to departure to North 

Carolina, I shipped 29 boxes 

of items to Charlotte for use 

at the National session.  Most 

of the items were for the gift 

bags, while some were for the 

Hospitality Room.

Our preparations ahead of 

time helped to make the con-

vention a success.  Beth and 

I are proud of Pennsylvania 

Grangers for the support you 

gave to us.  When we asked for 

Christmas tree ornaments, you 

came through – more than 500 

ornaments were received to be 

put on the Pennsylvania tree.  

Sorry, to say, we could not use 

all of them, but they were uti-

lized elsewhere in Pennsylva-

nia.  The ornaments that were 

not used were brought home 

by Irvin and me and placed in 

three separate boxes.  I want 

to thank Brian Ebersole for 

picking them up, delivering 

one box to a group of kids 

who visit nursing homes in the 

FINISHING THE “DOWN HOME FUN”
by Nettie A. Kauffman, Co-Chair

Pennsylvania National Hosting Committee

Reading area and sing Christ-

mas carols while spending 

some time with the residents.  

He delivered a second box to 

the Ronald McDonald House 

for their tree.  The third box 

was delivered to the VA where 

a group will distribute an or-

nament to each person (at least 

until they run out).  It is with 

your support that the orna-

ments and tree used at the Na-

tional session went to a needy 

family in the Charlotte area.

We need to thank the State 

Offi cers who helped in getting 

items for our portion of the 

gift bags.  Your support in this 

task was acknowledged with 

“thanks” from various Grange 

members across the nation 

when they found out where 

some of their items came from.  

In fact, there was a bet on as 

to who would be the fi rst per-

son to open the dog/cat food 

and eat it as a snack!  We did 

have fun with some items that 

were collected!  Although not 

all items were put into the gift 

bags, they were utilized in the 

Hospitality Suite on Saturday.

Last, but not least, a SPE-

CIAL THANKS, is expressed 

to those who helped in any 

way during our phase of host-

ing this National Session – 

from collecting items, making 

ornaments, those who helped 

tear down the Christmas trees 

and packaged the trees and or-

naments for delivery, and to 

those who helped in the Hos-

pitality Room on Saturday – 

from early morning till clean 

up.  You know who you are 

and . . . YOUR HELP WAS 

GREATLY APPRECIATED!

Betsy Huber Hired

as Legislative Liaison for PA State Grange

Effective January 3, 2011, 

Betsy Huber will be the new 

"Legislative Liaison" for the 

PA State Grange.

This part-time position was 

created by President Meiss to 

enhance and improve the im-

pact that the PA State Grange 

has with our State and Federal 

Representatives and Senators 

in regards to our Legislative 

Policies, increase our visibil-

ity with other Agriculture- re-

lated groups and organizations 

within the Commonwealth, 

and improve and increase our 

communications between the 

PA State Grange offi ce and its 

members in regards to Grange 

policy.

Funding for this position 

comes from the present bud-

geted salary line item and a 

re-negotiated contract with 

Versant Strategies.  It will not 

entail any increase in present 

budgetary funding.

Versant Strategies will still 

continue to represent the 

Grange as they have in the 

past.  Deb Chappell from Ver-

sant, will continue to write 

their bi-monthly column in 

The Advocate, as well as 

emailing their "News You Can 

Use" to the Grange email list 

on a weekly basis.  If you do 

not receive this weekly legis-

lative update, please send an 

email to Betsy@pagrange.org 

asking to have your email ad-

dress added to the mail list.

Betsy will work closely with 

Versant Strategies in organiz-

ing our various conferences, 

activities and events.  She will 

give President Meiss an ad-

ditional "Grange Voice and 

Face" to the many Grange 

related committee meetings 

throughout the Common-

wealth.

You can contact her at

Betsy@pagrange.org via email 

or call her at 1-800-552-3865.
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Lecturer's Department

Lorena Baughman

State Lecturer

1543 Dry Run Road

Duncansville, PA 16635

(814) 695-4685

cell: (814) 330-5671

travelingcamper@hotmail.com

Welcome 2011!  A new year, 

new ideas, and new Grange 

members.  Our Grange offers 

the best all around program of 

any legislative, social, com-

munity service organization 

in the country.  We encourage 

our members to develop and 

display their talents in photog-

raphy, music, sewing, public 

speaking, and arts and crafts.

New members are the life-

blood of our organization 

and it is important for all of 

you to bring new faces into 

the Grange.  So, how does 

one go about recruiting new 

members?  One way is to use 

the guidelines mentioned in 

the Four Step process bro-

chure from National Grange:  

Step 1: Set the Stage; wear a 

Grange pin, Grange button, or 

mention an upcoming Grange 

event/meeting to people every 

day.  Step 2: Listen.  Do they 

have a family?  What are their 

hobbies and interests?  What 

are they worried about in the 

community?  Step 3: Fill the 

Need.  If they are lonely, tell 

them about the fellowship of 

the Grange family.  If they 

mention a local problem, share 

how the Grange makes a dif-

ference through community 

service.  Step 4: Ask them to 

join.  It does not matter how 

much you talk with them 

about the good of the Grange, 

you need to ask them directly 

to join so that they need to an-

swer "yes", "no", or "maybe".  

(More detailed information 

can be found in the National 

Grange’s brochure “Four Steps 

To Successful Recruitment 

of New Members” at http://

www.nationalgrange.org/de-

partments/Recruiting.pdf.  In-

vite potential new members to 

your Grange meeting.  When 

the potential members attend 

your meeting, fi rst, make them 

feel welcome.  Next, make 

it fun and interesting.  The 

Lecturers/Program Directors 

are to provide an interesting 

program - the fun part of the 

meeting - because interesting 

and fun programs are a big 

part of keeping members com-

ing back and makes potential 

members consider joining 

the Grange (YOUR Grange).  

Most importantly plan ahead!  

You don’t want to be scram-

bling at the last minute before 

the meeting.

In the last Advocate, I in-

vited all Grange members 

to offer suggestions to me.  I 

am pleased to say that many 

of you have, and I appreciate 

it.  Thank you and keep those 

suggestions coming!  Grang-

ers who help provide the pro-

grams for their Granges have 

asked for program ideas, so I 

have listed a few that you can 

take and build into programs.

JANUARY:

• Eye Care Month

• Hot Tea Month

• National Blood Donor 

Month

• National Braille Lit-

eracy Month

• National Hobby Month

• National Soup Month

• National Staying 

Healthy Month

• National Thank You 

Month

• Oatmeal Month

January 9th : National Apri-

cot Day; National Static Elec-

tricity Day.

January 11th : Milk Day.  

Milk was delivered in bottles 

for the fi rst time in 1878.

January 19th : Popcorn Day.

January 21st : Hat Day.  Third 

Friday in January.

January 27th : Chocolate 

Cake Day.

FEBRUARY:

• American Heart Month

• American History 

Month

• Black History Month

• Children's Dental 

Health Month

• International Friend-

ship Month

• National Cherry Month

• National Embroidery 

Month

• National Grapefruit 

Month

• National Snack Food 

Month

• National Wild Bird 

Feeding Month

• Responsible Pet Own-

ers' Month

February 2nd : Groundhog 

Day.

February 3rd : Chinese New 

Year - The beginning of the 

Year of the Rabbit.

February 8th : Boy Scouts' 

Day - Founded in 1910.

February 9th : Hershey's 

Chocolate founded in 1894.

February 14th : National Or-

gan Donor Day; Valentine’s 

Day.

February 20th : Toothpick 

patented in 1872.

February 26th : Carnival Day.

February 27th : Polar Bear 

Day

MARCH:

• American Red Cross 

Month

• Irish-American Heri-

tage Month

• Music in our Schools 

Month

• National Craft Month

• National Frozen Food 

Month

• National Noodle 

Month

• National Nutrition 

Month

• Woman's History 

Month

• Youth Art Month

• 1st Week - Newspa-

pers in Our School Week

• 2nd Week - Bubble 

Gum Week

• 2nd Week - Crochet 

Week

I would like to welcome Tina 

and Martha to the Lecturer’s 

Committee. The following is 

an updated list:

Region A – Martha Gru-

ber: 724-588-8179 or email 

stumar41@hotmail.com.

Region B & F – Jacqueline 

Clabaugh: 814-832-3308 or 

email chappyjackc@netzero.

net and Georgette Weav-

er: 814-414-7944 or email 

georgettemummert@yahoo.

com.

Region C – Jessie White: 

570-437-2650 or email jd-

white@sunlink.net.

Region D – Evelyn Cottrell: 

570-727-2995.

Region E – Still looking for 

someone.

Region G – Tina Traver: 717-

932-0884 or email tink84@

ptd.net.

Region H – Faye Heckman: 

610-562-7537 or email fm-

heckman@gmail.com.

If there is anyone who would 

like to help us, or you are 

able to recommend someone, 

please contact me.  My num-

ber is 814-330-5671 or email 

travelingcamper@hotmail.

com.  If there are questions, 

please contact the committee 

person in your Region.  Do not 

hesitate to contact me if you 

are unable to reach anyone on 

my committee.

Talent Contest Change

The Talent Contest for 2011 

will be changed from State 

Session to Family Festival.  

There will NOT be any Re-

gional Talent Contests.  Ev-

eryone will compete at Family 

Festival.  The following are 

some reasons why the move is 

being made:

• The location is cen-

trally located within the State.  

This may attract more partici-

pants.

• Juniors and Youth can 

attend with their families.  The 

timing means less confl ict 

with school.

• Setting up tours within 

the same area for several years 

at Family Festival is becoming 

harder.  This will provide ad-

ditional entertainment.

• One event will elimi-

nate the need to provide judg-

es in each district.

• All talent, not just the 

winners in each district, will 

be seen by everyone.

• Help to loosen up the 

State Session schedule.

The Mid-Atlantic Lectur-

ers’ Conference will be May 

20, 21, and 22, 2011.  Ohio is 

hosting.  I will provide more 

details when I receive the in-

formation.

I wish you warmth and hap-

piness in these colds months,

Lorena
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Family Activities

Ginny Mangel

Director

111 Little Stone Ln.

Butler, PA 16002

(724) 285-3324

rvlm1968@zoominternet.net

It's time to start thinking seri-

ously about making items for 

the Family Activities contests.  

THE FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

PACKETS/ANNUAL RE-

PORTS WILL ARRIVE IN 

THE HANDS OF THE SEC-

RETARIES OF THE SUB-

ORDINATE AND POMONA 

GRANGES IN MID-FEBRU-

ARY.  THESE NEED TO BE 

PASSED ON TO THE FAM-

ILY ACTIVITIES CHAIR-

MAN IMMEDIATELY.  I 

know from experience that 

you almost have to begin your 

crafts as soon as you know the 

categories and have the direc-

tions, etc.  Time has a habit of 

slipping by quicker than you 

want.

This year there are several 

different contest projects, in-

cluding a couple geared to-

ward the male population 

- one is a wooden trivet (no 

kits allowed) and one is called 

"Let's Go Fishing" which has 

three classes: Lures - painted; 

Lures - of other materials; and 

Fly Tying.

Another new contest is our 

Fabric Pot Holders.

This year one of the baking 

contests is "apple pie" - re-

member, all food articles must 

be made from scratch.

I thought it might be a good 

time to remind everyone to 

please check entries carefully 

before sending them along to 

State Session.  Make sure the 

entry slips are fi lled out cor-

rectly, have the category num-

ber on the line on the front of 

the label so that the commit-

tee can get them checked and 

put in the right class for judg-

ing.   Please do not wait until 

you check in at State Session 

to provide a list of items.  This 

creates confusion and causes 

others to have to stand and 

wait and block traffi c while 

everything is being checked 

in.

There is a defi nite deadline 

given for the Pomona chair-

man to have the proper form 

sent to the State Director along 

with, or separate from, send-

ing your annual report forms.  

This saves a lot of time and 

frustration when checking in, 

plus it lets the Director know 

what judges are going to be 

needed and how much space is 

going to be necessary for each 

category.

If your county is small and 

does not have a Pomona Fam-

ily Activities Chairman, the 

Secretary can give you the 

materials and, better yet, offer 

to take on the job,  so that your 

county actually gets credit for 

all the things they probably do 

for Family Activities.

Just a reminder also, that 

Family Activities is not just 

about Grangers entering con-

tests.  More importantly it is 

about doing projects that ben-

efi t your community.

If you have older members 

who cannot get out very often, 

get them to knit or crochet or 

sew.  Or maybe they can take 

the items that others have do-

nated and sort and pack them.

If your Grange is small and 

does not have a lot of crafty 

members, do something sim-

ple like collecting stamps or 

eyeglasses for the Lions Clubs 

or personal care items for vari-

ous projects.  Everyone can 

participate in Family Activi-

ties.

Remember, only the can-

celled stamps go to State Ses-

sion.  Everything else you 

collect or make, must be dis-

tributed in your local area.

Be sure and keep accurate on-

going records of items donated 

so that when it comes report 

time, it will help make things 

easier for you if you have 

notes and dates.  Note:  if you 

are a Pomona chairman, only 

report things that were done as 

a Pomona activity.

Following are a couple of 

simple patterns for project 

items that even a beginner 

could handle.

Knitted Scarf:  (if you plan to 

send any of these to the mili-

tary, they must be made of ani-

mal fi bers, wool is best.

1 skein of yarn (any brand)

10-1/2 to 11 size needles

Cast on 23 stitches for 4 ply 

yarn.

Slip the fi rst stitch as to knit 

at the beginning of every row.   

Work even in garter stitch 

(knit every row)  until piece 

measures 32 inches or until 

yarn runs out.

Bind off.  Weave in loose 

ends.

**If using smaller yarn and 

needles, make width about 7 

inches.

Crocheted Cap:

1 skein of 4 ply yarn

Size I or 9 hook

Work in continuous rounds, 

do not join rounds unless oth-

erwise stated.  Mark fi rst stitch 

of each round.  Do not turn.

Rd. 1:  chain 2, 6 sc in 2nd 

ch from hook.

Rd. 2:  2 sc in each st around 

(12).

Rd. 3:  sc in next st, 2 sc in 

next st around (18)

Rd. 4:  sc in next 2 sts, 2 sc 

in next st around (24)

Rd. 5:  sc in next 3 sts, 2 sc 

in next st around (30)

Rd. 6:  sc in next 4 sts, 2 sc 

in next st around (36)

Rd. 7:  sc in next 5 sts, 2 sc 

in next st around (42)

Rd. 8 - 13:  sc in each st 

around.

Rd. 14:  sc in next st, ch1, 

skip next st around.

Rd. 15:  sc in next ch 1 sp, ch 

1, skip next sc around.

Join with sl st in fi rst sc.   

Fasten off.

Ilene Altenhein

Region B

Family Activities Director

Welcome aboard...goes to our new Region A Family Activi-

ties director.  She is Patty Lou Pardee from Cochranton Grange 

#2030 in Crawford County.  She also serves as the Pomona Sec-

retary and the Family Activities chairman.  She is Master of Co-

chranton Grange.  She has 8 children and 22 grandchildren.

Welcome aboard also goes to our new Region G Family Ac-

tivities Director.  Melanie Melius comes to our committee from 

Baileyville Grange #1991 in Centre County.  She is the Centre 

County Pomona FA chairman and Pomona Lady Asst. Steward.  

In Baileyville she is Pomona and FA chairman.  She is also very 

active with Operation Shoebox which is part of the Family Fes-

tival.  She is very active with Grange and events in her area.

Her family consists of 2 children and 3 grandchildren and her 

fi ance Merle.
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Youth/Young Adults

Anna May Nauss

Youth Director

10 W. Schoolside Drive

Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

(717) 697-5104

PAgrangeyouth@gmail.com

Wow - Happy New Year!  

The holidays are over and we 

are beginning a new year in 

our lives.  With the new year, 

I am sure many of us have 

made our resolutions and are 

looking forward to new begin-

nings.  But, for just a minute, 

we would like to share some 

recent accomplishments of our 

young people.

Our National Grange con-

vention was held in November 

in Charlotte, North Carolina.  

Our Pennsylvania Youth at-

tending the convention were 

wonderful and represented 

Pennsylvania well.  Dustin and 

Julie Kunkle of Berks County 

were our Young Married Cou-

ple representatives.  Jennifer 

Nauss, York County, repre-

sented us as Female Youth 

Ambassador and was also se-

lected 1st Runner-Up National 

Grange Female Youth Mentor.  

Congratulations, Jennifer!

In addition, we were very 

fortunate to have Pennsylva-

Youth received many awards 

at the National level which are 

listed below:

ty

Jennifer Nauss, York 

County

2010 ITSpy Achievement 

Award

Andrew Kieffer, Berks 

County

Jennifer Nauss, York 

County

2010 Aaron Grosh Mentor-

ing Achievement Award

Braden Gourley, Beaver 

County

Jennifer Nauss, York 

County

2010 Caroline A. Hall 

Achievement Award

Dustin Kunkle, Berks 

County

Julie Kunkle, Berks Coun-

ty

won Best of Show at our State 

Grange convention with an 

Hawaiian dance routine which 

afforded her the opportunity to 

perform at the National Ses-

sion.  Great job, Brittany.

Congratulations to these 

Youth for their outstanding ac-

complishments.

I would encourage all Youth 

and Young Adults to review 

the National Grange Youth 

website to learn more about 

these awards.   There are vari-

ous activities that many of 

you do regularly in your own 

Granges that would qualify for 

one of these awards.   Please 

contact me if you have any 

questions.

E-MAIL ADDRESSES

I would invite any Youth and 

Young Adults/Young Marrieds 

PA Grange National Offi cers

l. to r. Braden Gourley, Ashley Mohn, Anna May Nauss & Adnrew Kieffer

nia Youth serving as offi cers 

when the Youth opened the 

National Grange convention 

on Friday morning, Novem-

ber 12.  Andrew Kieffer, Berks 

County served as Overseer; 

Ashley Mohn, Berks County, 

Flora, and Braden Gourley, 

Beaver County, member of the 

Executive Committee.  Jenni-

fer Nauss, York County also 

assisted as Musician for the 

opening.  They did a fantastic 

job and Pennsylvania can cer-

tainly be proud of their repre-

sentatives.  Our Pennsylvania 

2010 National Grange Youth Ambassadors

2010 Francis McDowell 

Grange and Current Events 

Trivia Challenge

Braden Gourley, Beaver 

County

Andrew Kieffer, Berks 

County

Julie Kunkle, Berks Coun-

ty

Jennifer Nauss, York 

County

Michael Snyder, York 

County

2010 Oliver Hudson Kelley 

Public Speaking Award

Andrew Kieffer, Berks 

County

Dustin Kunkle, Berks 

County

Julie Kunkle, Berks Coun-

ty

Jennifer Nauss, York 

County

Michael Snyder, York 

County

2010 Drill Achievement 

Award

Andrew Kieffer, Berks 

County

Dustin Kunkle, Berks 

County

Julie Kunkle, Berks Coun-

PA State Grange Youth and Juniors at lunch during

National Grange Convention

Jennifer Nauss, York 

County

2010 William M. Ireland 

Communication Achievement 

Award

Jennifer Nauss, York 

County

Also, we would like to rec-

ognize Brittany Haag of Berks 

County for her participation in 

the Evening of Excellence on 

Friday evening.  Brittany had 

to send me their email address 

so I can include you in emails 

to keep you informed of re-

minders, updates, changes, 

etc.  Also, please feel free to 

send me any thoughts, ideas, 

suggestions for our youth pro-

gram.

LOCK-IN

Once again in 2011, the Youth 

and Junior Departments are 

continued "Youth" on page 12
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Deaf And Community Service

Kelly Van Ord

D&CS Director

2250 Cobham Hill Road

Tidioute, PA 16351

(814) 484-7295

kvanord@verizon.net

I bring you greetings from 

a very snowy northwestern 

Pennsylvania.  I cannot be-

lieve the amount of snow we 

have received in the last 36 

hours with more to come.  

Hello Winter!!!  I really don't 

mind winter but it really didn't 

have to come all at once.  It is 

very beautiful especially with 

the trees being covered as well 

as the ground.

Carl told me that the one 

thing many of you asked for 

were ideas for community ser-

vice projects.  I will attempt to 

give you some in each of my 

articles.  I started by Googling 

"January is" and I could not 

believe all the information that 

was presented to me.  If you 

have a computer this is a good 

starting point.

Did you know that January is 

"Bath Safety Month" or "Na-

tional Hot Tea Month" or "Na-

tional Skating Month" or "Na-

tional Radon Action Month"?  

There are so many more items 

like these.  My suggestion is to 

fi nd a nurse or someone who 

could give pointers on safety 

in the bathroom and to open 

this information meeting to 

the public.  You could have a 

hot tea party whether it is for 

everyone of just ladies and 

young girls.  You could host 

a skating party (roller or ice) 

and have refreshments avail-

able.  You could get in touch 

with stores in your area or the 

producers to see if they would 

donate radon detectors and 

then give them away to fami-

lies.  You could also have an 

informational meeting con-

cerning the effects of radon.

February consists of "Bake 

for Family Fun Month" or "In-

ternational Hoof-care Month" 

or "Library Lovers Month".  

Host a fun night and have the 

supplies so that families can 

bake something together - this 

could be different recipes or 

all the same.  Allow everyone 

in attendance to taste what is 

baked.  Have an informational 

meeting on proper hoof care 

(I am assuming this is for cat-

tle or horses).  I really do not 

know anything about this but 

a vet would be a good pros-

pect for a speaker.  Ask your 

library what you can do to help 

them out - with the budget cuts 

to our libraries I am sure they 

would appreciate any help.

March consists of "Credit 

Education Month" or "Nation-

al Kite Month" or "National 

Caffeine Awareness Month".  

Find a fi nancial advisor or a 

banker who can offer point-

ers on credit - this would be 

very useful for high school 

students and college age stu-

dents - but it can be useful for 

anyone.  We all get multiple 

requests from credit card com-

panies in the mail and can be 

drawn into more than we can 

handle - any information given 

to us will help us to not over 

extend.  You can host a kite 

making night and then when 

the weather breaks have them 

back to see them fl y.  Get a 

medical professional to dis-

cuss the affects of caffeine - is 

it harmful or addicting?  I am 

sure ther are many other ques-

tions that people may have.

April consists of "Car Care 

Month" or "Couple Appre-

ciation Month" or "Home 

Improvement Time" and of 

course "Grange Month".  Ask 

a mechanic to give a talk about 

car care - what needs to be 

done and how often should it 

be done:  Offer to babysit for 

couples so they can have a 

night out - either with the cou-

ples going out on their own or 

you having a program (dinner) 

for them at your Grange hall 

- of course separate from the 

children.  Ask someone who 

is knowledgeable about home 

improvements to give a talk 

and/or demonstration.  Grange 

Month - do something to put 

the Grange name out there - 

having an Open House is one 

way.

These are only suggestions - I 

don't expect you to do every-

thing I have listed, but hope-

fully this will give you some 

ideas.  Take what I have of-

fered and expand them to fi t 

your Grange.  If you don't 

like any of these, go to www.

brownielocks.com to see what 

other observances there are for 

the months.  No project is too 

small.  If we start small we can 

grow as the activities permit.

I know that there will be 

another Advocate before the 

months of March and April 

but I wanted to give you ideas 

a couple months in advance 

so you have time to plan.  In 

the next Advocate I will have 

ideas for May and June.

When you do an activity - no 

matter how small - publicize, 

publicize, publicize!  This 

is a sure fi re way to get the 

Grange name into the public 

eye.  Publicity is probably the 

most important part of any ac-

tivity - because without pub-

licity success will be harder to 

obtain.

When we have our planning 

meeting in January, I will dis-

cuss other options and ideas 

with my committee.  We will 

also look over the year-end re-

port so please watch the Advo-

cate for information concern-

ing this.

The other part of this com-

mittee is Deaf Awareness - so 

keep this in mind as well when 

planning a community service 

activity.  You could ask an ear 

medical professional to come 

and speak on the proper care of 

IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR THE SAFETY OF TRADITIONAL CDS 
WITH THE POTENTIAL FOR GREATER RETURNS, 

MARKET-LINKED CDs MAY BE YOUR CHOICE.

PAST PERFORMANCE IS NO GUARANTEE OF FUTURE RESULTS. PLEASE READ ENTIRE DISCLOSURE PRIOR TO PURCHASING. 
1. Annual coupons will be capped between 7-10%. Cap will be fixed at end of offering period. 
2. Bank of the West is a wholly owned subsidiary of BNP Paribas and is rated A+ S&P; AA- Fitch; Al Moody’s. 
3. MLCDs are 100% principal protected only if held to maturity. If you sell your CD before the maturity date you may receive an amount less or 
more than the deposit amount. Liquidation value is based on variety of factors. 
4. This deposit qualifies for FDIC coverage generally up to $250,000 per account registration. 
5. Interest payments are linked to the prices of the reference shares, are not guaranteed, may be zero and will be subject to a cap of 7-10%. 
6. Returns on the CDs may not necessarily reflect the full performance of the underlying basket of stocks.

7-10%
PRINCIPAL PROTECTION AND 

FDIC INSURED

POTENTIAL ANNUAL INTEREST

Carrio, Karasik
Associates
rrio, Karas
Associates

,, Jose Carrio 

(866) 792-8830

For more information on Market-Linked CDs, please call

Carrio, Karasik & Associates  
is endorsed by the 
Pennsylvania Grange

your ears and what you should 

watch/listen for in protecting 

your hearing.  Offer time for 

questions and answers.

On a personal note - my 

son, Justin, is still serving in 

Afghanistan.  He is to return 

home sometime in March/

April.  We are able to commu-

nicate with him by "chatting" 

through Facebook (when he is 

at Camp Dwyer) or by sattel-

ite telephone when he is away 

from Camp Dwyer.  He sounds 

good when we do get to talk 

with him - and he says he is 

doing well.  Please continue 

to keep him in your prayers.  

I want to thank you for the 

prayers you have offered up 

for him.  I know he thanks you 

all as well.  It will be a hard 

Christmas for me not having 

him here - but I tell myself I 

am not the only one having to 

celebrate with a family mem-

ber not in attendence.

I do hope you all had a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy and 

Prosperous New Year.

God bless you all.

Kelly
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Karen Mohn
Junior Director
308 Mill Road

Womelsdorf, PA 19567
610-589-2473

askmohn@comcast.net

The Junior Granger For Grangers

 of all ages

Happy 2011 Grange 
Friends!
WOW…can it possibly be 

2011 already?  Seems like 
just yesterday we were 
changing our calendars 
to 2010.  Time certainly 
does have a way of creep-
ing up on us.  2010 was a 
WONDERFUL year for 
the Junior Grangers of 
Pennsylvania.  Our Junior 
Grangers are working so 
hard to make a difference 
in our communities.  We 
held our 1st annual state-
wide community service 
day.  I was so excited to 
hear about the helpful 
things our Juniors did to 
make our communities an 
even better place to live.  
I look forward to see-
ing what they will do this 
year.
As I was thinking about 

this article, I came across 
a quote by Vince Lombardi.  
He stated, “Leaders aren‛t 
born, they are made.  And 
they are made just like 
anything else, through 
hard work.  And that‛s the 
price we‛ll have to pay to 
achieve that goal or any 
goals.”  How true this is.  
Anything worthwhile usu-
ally requires us to work 
hard at that task.  This is 
the same with our Junior 

Grange program or Grange 
in general.  When we apply 
our strong Grange work 
ethic to our projects, the 
task usually turns out with 
pleasant rewards.
Working with our fel-

low Grangers to get a job 
done is not only fun, but 
rewarding too.  Remember 
the last time you had a 
good belly laugh?  Chanc-
es are it was with a group 
of your Grange friends, I 
know it was for me.  Grange 
friends are like none oth-
er.  They are caring, warm 
and sincerely care about 
you and the task at hand.
May 2011 fi nd your 

Grange fi lled with hard-
working Grange leaders.  I 
know the PA State Junior 
Grange committee is hard 
at work to ensure the fu-
ture of this organization.  
We are always open to 
your ideas, and welcome 
your input.  Please feel 
free to shoot me an email, 
or give me a call and share 
your thoughts.

**CAMP COUNSELORS**
ATTENTION ALL PA 

STATE Junior Grange 
camp counselors and help-
ers over the age of 18…
The PA State Grange re-
quires you to obtain your 
child abuse clearances ev-
ery other year.  If you did 
not renew yours last year, 
do it now, so I will have 
them by camp.  I need cop-
ies of all clearances in the 
state offi ce prior to camp.  
If your need the forms, 
please contact me, and I 
will head you in the right 
direction.  Thank you for 
your assistance in keeping 
our campers safe.

Junior/Youth Lock in
Mark your calendars for 

April 2nd and 3rd, 2011, 
as we host our 2nd An-
nual lock in.  The Junior 
Grange and Youth depart-
ments are trying to con-
tinue to bridge the gap 
between our Junior and 
Youth members.  We will 
again be hosting a 24 hour 
get-together at Perry Val-
ley Grange #1804 in West 
Millerstown, Perry County.

SUPER JG AWARDS 
Presented to Eight

PA Juniors
Pennsylvania Junior 

Grangers, Jenna Sat-
tazahn, Daniel Pratt, Ricky 
Wike, Jennifer Reed, Der-
ek Snyder, Jacob Mengel, 
Joshua Mengel and Casey 
Kerschner were awarded 
the Super JG Award at 
the National Grange Con-
vention held in Charlotte, 
North Carolina.  The Su-
per JG Award is given to 
an elite group of Juniors 
each year at the National 
Convention.  Junior Grang-
ers have to meet several 
criteria before they are 
considered for this honor.

Pennsylvania has been 
fortunate to have 16 Ju-
niors receives this honor 
in the past three years.  
Congratulations to our 
outstanding Junior Grang-
ers!  We are very proud of 
your accomplishments!
While at National Grange, 

several PA Juniors had 
the opportunity to partici-
pate in the Junior Degree.  
Braden Gourley served as 
the Junior leader and led 
the drill work.  Offi ces 
were fi lled by Samantha 
Haag, Daniel Pratt, Jen-

nifer Reed, Derek Snyder, 
and Ricky Wike.  Youth 
members Brittany Haag 
and Ashley Mohn also 
helped with the degree.  
THANKS for your help 
everyone!
Karen

Hi fellow Grangers!  My 
name is Ellen Wadsworth 
and I am a new member on 
the State Junior Commit-
tee.  I am thrilled to be 
working on this committee 
as I believe that in order 
for the Grange to survive 

PA State Grange Super JG award winners and Junior Grangers pose with 

National Grange President Ed Luttrell and the PA Grange Christmas Tree

at National Convention

PA State Grange Junior Degree participants

l. to r.: Ricky Wike; Jenna Sattazahn; Daniel Pratt; Jennifer Reed; Derek 

Snyder; Samantha Haag; and Braden Gourley

the coming generations, 
we need to get our Juniors 
involved, excited and mo-
tivated!
You may not have heard 

my name before, or you 
may remember me bet-
ter as Ellen Huber (yes, 
Betsy's daughter).  I have 
been traveling and living 
around the world for the 
last 21 years, accompa-
nying my husband, David, 
throughout his career in 
the U.S. Army.  During 
that time, we have lived 
in various places including 

continued "Juniors" on page 12
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Jennifer Nauss

State Chaplain

10 Schoolside Drive

Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

(717) 512-1261

jan5085@psu.edu

Chaplain's Corner IN MEMORIAM

Note: Names for In Memoriam must be printed or typed, signed and sent 

by the secretary to the State Grange offi ce, in care of "In Memoriam," 20 Erford 

Road., Suite 216, Lemoyne, PA 17043. 

Obituaries will only be included for:

PAST STATE OR NATIONAL OFFICERS. 

"Almighty God, we give Thee thanks for the good examples of all 

these, Thy servants, who, having fi nished their course in Faith, do 

now rest from their labors. Imbue us all with the spirit of service and 

may each new reminder of the uncertainty of this earthly life inspire 

us to greater zeal and to renewed endeavor; for soon cometh the end 

of the day, when man's work is done."

From "Grange Service for Private Home or Funeral Home"

As you read this article, the 

holiday season has come to an 

end, and we look forward to a 

prosperous new year.  I hope 

each of you had a blessed 

and joyous Christmas, and a 

wonderful beginning to this 

New Year.  It is amazing how 

quickly time fl ies; It seems as 
if 2010 began just yesterday, 
and now we welcome 2011!

Looking Ahead with HOPE

“…We rejoice in the hope of 
the glory of God.  Not only so, 
but we also rejoice in our suf-
ferings, because we know that 
suffering produces persever-
ance; perseverance, charac-
ter; and character, hope.  And 
hope does not disappoint us, 
because God has poured out 
His love into our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit, whom He has giv-
en us.”  Romans 5:2-5
The Christmas season is 

a joyous time, full of love, 
peace and hope, but when the 
pleasure of the holidays has 
passed, we are often, rudely 
reminded of the struggles we 
all face.  From personal strug-
gles to diffi culties facing our 
communities, our nation and 
the world, it is nearly impos-
sible to escape from these re-
alities.  Every time we read the 
newspaper, watch the news 
or even open our front door, 
we are confronted with these 
misfortunes.  Especially in 
these times of economic reces-
sion, global wars and natural 
disasters, it may often feel as 

though our world is devoid of 
hope.  But this is not the case, 
because God is with us.  Even 
when it feels as though we are 
facing our darkest hour, God is 
cheering us on and carrying us 
through whatever troubles we 
face.
The well-known story of 

“Footprints” can remind us 
of this.  A man dreams he is 
walking along the beach with 
the Lord, and as he is walk-
ing, he sees fl ashes of his life.  
For each scene, the man sees 
either two sets of footprints or 
only one.  The man notices, 
that at the most diffi cult times 
of his life, there is only one 
set of footprints.  He ques-
tions the Lord, “Why, when 
I needed you most, have you 
not been there for me?”  The 
Lord replies, “My child, I love 
you and will never leave you.  
When you see only one set of 
footprints, it was then that I 
carried you.”  God has prom-
ised never to forsake us, and 
it is this faith, and our hope 
in Him, that sustains us in our 
struggles.
It is also important during 

these times to fi nd joy in the lit-
tle things: spending time with 
family and friends; participat-
ing in activities we enjoy, in-
cluding the Grange; and doing 
other things we take pleasure 
in.  When it comes down to it, 
often the little things really are 
the “big” things.  We should 
also remind ourselves, that no 
matter what, someone some-
where is facing worse troubles 
than us.  If able, we should 
utilize our God-given talents 
to provide hope for others in 
our communities.  We can 
volunteer our time and skills 
through organizations, such as 
the Grange and our churches, 
to improve the quality of life 
for those around us.
There is no better time than 

the beginning of the New Year 

to refl ect on the previous year 
and make goals for the coming 
one.  We can learn from our 
mistakes and resolve to im-
prove upon them in the future.  
As we create our resolutions, 
and as we strive to reach these 
goals, turn to God for guidance 
and support.  Through Him all 
things are possible.  Have faith 
and stay full of hope, for God 
is with us.
As we move from January to 

February, Valentine’s Day be-
comes the focus of attention 
for many of us.  And, while 
we purchase candy and Val-
entine’s Day cards to give to 
others for the holiday, the best 
thing we can share is our love, 
with our loved ones, friends, 
even strangers.  Love is the 
most powerful emotion we 
possess, and with it we can 
make a great difference.  Sim-
ple love for one another can 
brighten our day, and lighten 
our step.  It can bridge the gap 
between people as nothing else 
can.  “And now these three 
remain: faith, hope and love.  
But the greatest of these is 
love.”  Love with your whole 
heart and without reservations.
As we celebrate the holiday 

of love, remember God’s love 
for us.  “For God so loved the 
world that He gave his only 
begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall have 
everlasting life” (John 3:14).  
There is no greater act of love.  
“A new command I give you:  
Love one another.  As I have 
loved you, so you must love 
one another” (John 13:34).
I wish you a prosperous and 

healthy New Year and a lovely 
Valentine’s Day.
Remember, “if God brings 

you to it, He will bring you 
through it.”
God Bless,
Jennifer Nauss
Chaplain

Margaret Beidler

Bernville #1887
Berks County

George Bensing

Star#993
Northampton County

Leonard Birtle

Buckhorn #1119
Cambria County

Norman Hartman

Virginville #1832
Berks County

Rachel E. Rentschler

Virginville #1832
Berks County

Clark Snyder

Bernville #1887
Berks County

Secretaries wishing to honor  members who are at least 90 years old must print 
or type and send the name, birth date/year, Grange name and county to: PA State 

Grange, c/o Senior Birthdays, 20 Erford Rd., Suite 216, Lemoyne, PA 17043.

Senior
Birthdays

Belated Birthday Wishes

Robert Cauffman

December 8, 1919
Perry Valley #1804

Perry County

Margaret M. Hallberg

February 27, 1921
Mountain #1307
McKean County

Harry Horting

February 10, 1917
Perry Valley #1804

Perry County

Edna Mantz

January 24, 1913
Trexlertown #1755

Lehigh County

Ann Wehr

January 7, 1921
Sanatoga #25

Montgomery County

Eileen McGowan

December 8, 1920
Big Knob #2008
Beaver County

Florence Shirey

November 30, 1920
Pine Run #250

Lycoming County
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What are

YOU

doing to

ATTRACT 

NEW MEMBERS?
New members for 2010: 269

New member names will be taken from the copies of applications or the New Member forms when submitted to the State offi ce 

by Subordinate Secretaries.

New Grange Members

WELCOME!

Claude L III & Heather M. 

Barnes

East Franklin #1709

Greene County

Carrie Blue

Madison #2107

Columbia County

Douglas & Dona Blue

Madison #2107

Columbia County

Rosanna M. Burris

East Franklin #1709

Greene County

Joe Godbout

Oliver #1069

Perry County

Paul J. Gourley

Hookstown #1980

Beaver County

Elizabeth Hittle

Hookstown #1980

Beaver County

George T. Holt

Centre Hill #885

Clearfi eld County

Duane A. Hough Jr.

Hillcrest #1674

Somerset County

Charles "CJ" & Kasey

Killmeyer

Madison #2107

Columbia County

Brian Kline

Lawrence #533

Clearfi eld County

Shirley Lawton

Madison #2107

Columbia County

Nathan Leibensperger

(Youth Member)

Pioneer #1777

Berks County

Stacy Lenhart

Pioneer #1777

Berks County

Christine Modzel

Centre Hill #885

Clearfi eld County

Gerard Phillips

East Franklin #1709

Greene County

Robert L. Russell

Lawrence #533

Clearfi eld County

Jay Saddington

Plumsteadville #1738

Bucks County

Nathan Schantz

(Youth Member)

Pioneer #1777

Berks County

Debrah A. Terpstra

Fairdale #1157

Susquehanna County

Patricia Yorko

East Franklin #1709

Greene County

Judith Werner

Blanco #1099

Armstrong County

HARRISBURG, Dauphin Co. 

(Dec. 7) – Citing increased 

costs and continued depressed 

milk prices for dairy farm-

ers, the Pennsylvania State 

Grange has asked the Pennsyl-

vania Milk Marketing Board 

(PMMB) to extend the $2.15 

over-order premium for milk 

produced, processed and sold 

in the state.

Matt Espenshade offered 

testimony on behalf of the 

Grange. Espenshade is a sev-

enth generation dairy farmer 

from Lancaster County. He 

and his father milk 80 cows on 

a farm that has been operated 

by their family since 1867. Es-

penshade also serves as Mas-

ter of Elizabethtown Grange 

#2076.

During his testimony at the 

December 1 hearing, Espen-

shade noted the sharp decline 

in the number of dairy farms 

in the state.

“Though the economic 

downturn our nation has faced 

has been diffi cult for many, 

the dairy industry has been 

hit especially hard. U.S. De-

partment of Agriculture data 

shows that Pennsylvania lost 

14 percent of its dairy farms 

between 2006 and 2009.”

This trend appears to be con-

tinuing. In his local vicinity, 

seven dairy farms have gone 

out of business in the past 18 

months.

Espenshade also shared the 

impact of rising energy costs, 

which continue to undermine 

the profi t margin on Pennsyl-

vania farms. The deregulation 

of the electric utilities, which 

was intended to increase com-

petition amongst suppliers, 

has led to higher costs for his 

family’s dairy farm.

“Even now, after the heat of 

summer has passed and the 

fans no longer run in the barn, 

our October 2010 electric bill 

was still higher than the peak 

month of 2009.

The increased energy costs 

have been an added burden to 

many dairy producers.  How-

ever, unlike other industries, 

a dairyman does not have 

the ability to pass on this ex-

pense.”

In concluding his testimony, 

Espenshade reminded the 

Board of the importance of the 

over-order premium.

“The money you choose to 

invest in the over-order pre-

mium is not just supporting 

the local farmer, but the busi-

nesses they depend on as well.  

To be honest, the premium you 

approve will not spend much 

time in the pockets of the aver-

age farmer.  This premium will 

help dairy producers maintain 

farm equity and pay down the 

debt that has accumulated.”

The Pennsylvania Milk Mar-

keting Board continued the 

current Over-Order Premium 

for an additonal 6 months.

GRANGE REQUESTS PMMB

MAINTAIN DAIRY OVER-ORDER PREMIUM

National Grange Name Protection

Donations are still needed to National Grange for 

the Name Protection fi ght.  Please consider sending 

any amount to The National Grange, 1616 H St. NW, 

Washington DC 20006.  Thank you!

We would like to acknowledge the following long-time Grange members who have been honored 

with   65, 70, 75 & 80  years of recognition.

 NAME GRANGE COUNTY YEARS

 

 Homer Keary Sugarhill #1969 Jefferson 75

 John Scott Unionville #1971 Butler 75

To avoid duplication, it is not necessary for Secretaries to send names to this feature.

The names featured in this column were submitted by Sandy Witmer, PA State Grange Secretary.

Member Recognition
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holding a joint lock-in at Perry 

Valley Grange in Millerstown, 

Pennsylvania, beginning on 

Saturday, April 2 and ending 

Sunday, April 3.   I would en-

courage Youth to attend this 

lock-in to enjoy fellowship 

with other Youth but also to 

acquaint the Juniors with the 

various Youth programs and 

encourage them to remain in-

volved.  We are still working 

on the details and more infor-

mation will be coming.

"Youth" continued from page 6 CONTESTS AND

PROGRAMS

The 2011 Guide to Contests 

and Programs will be sent 

out in February 2011.  Please 

take a few minutes and review 

the booklet to be aware of op-

portunities for you to become 

involved.  There are a Public 

Speaking contests, serving as 

a Youth Offi cer at State Ses-

sion, etc.  We will try to fea-

ture different activities in our 

articles in the Advocate.

PA State Grange Youth and Juniors having fun with Karaoke during the

National Grange Youth Party

We will be holding our annual 

Planning Meeting at the end of 

January.  Watch the Advocate 

for updates and information 

on our various activities. It is 

not too early to begin plans to 

attend the upcoming events in 

2011 and more information 

will be provided in future Ad-

vocate articles:

National Grange Eastern 

Regional Youth Conference 

(ERYC) in Delaware (April 

29, 30, and May 1)

Youth Camp (July 1, 2, 3)

Family Festival and Young 

Adults/Young Marrieds (July 

14 – 17)

State Session (October 15-

17, 2011) Harrisburg

Don’t forget about our Penn-

sylvania Youth Royalty.  Our 

Youth Ambassadors, Jenni-

fer Adams and Patrick Wad-

sworth, and our Young Couple, 

Derek and Barb Schroeder are 

willing to speak at your local 

Granges.  Please contact me 

if you are interested in having 

them visit your local Grange.

In closing, best wishes for a 

very successful 2011.  I look 

forward to meeting and talk-

ing with many of you at the 

various events throughout the 

year.  Please do not hesitate to 

contact me with any questions 

about the Youth Program.

Fraternally,

Anna May

Germany, New York, Cali-
fornia and Missouri, but 
there is no place like home!  
So here we are back in 
Pennsylvania to stay.
I am no stranger to 

Grange either, having 
been a member since I 
was 5 years old, fi rst in 
Goshen Junior Grange and 
later in Goshen Subordi-
nate Grange #121, Ches-
ter County.
Grange has always been a 

part of my life!  As a teen, 
I was honored to repre-

"Juniors" continued from page 8

Past State Offi cers

On behalf of the the Past State 

Offi cers, thanks to all who 

purchased items from the sales 

table at State Session.  We are 

sorry we did not have secre-

tary supplies as we have had 

in the past, but unfortunately 

the postage would have taken 

what little profi t we made.  

Those items would have come 

from National Grange and we 

had to pay the postage.  The 

items we did have came from 

sent the PA Grange Youth 
as State Female Youth 
Ambassador and continue 
on as National Runner-Up 
Youth Ambassador.  Da-
vid and I have tried to 
encourage our children to 
be involved in Grange as 
well, no matter where we 
were living, sending them 
to PA for the last few 
summers to attend Junior 
and Youth Camps.  In fact, 
this year our son Patrick 
is serving as the PA State 
Grange Male Youth Am-
bassador.

David and I have three 
children, Patrick, is cur-
rently a freshman at Ship-
pensburg University, Ben-
jamin, who is a junior at 
Oxford High School, and 
Grace, who is in 6th Grade 
at Hopewell Elementary 
School, Oxford, PA.  We 
are very glad to be back 
home and are looking for-
ward to working with and 
encouraging the Juniors 
to make the most of this 
fantastic organization.

a company called Monroe.  

We only made a profi t of a 

little over $200 but that, along 

with the donations from some 

past state offi cer,s allowed us 

to contribute to the Youth, Ju-

niors, Deaf & Community Ser-

vice, PA State Grange Founda-

tion and for Memorial fl owers.  

Thanks go to Sue Tau for do-

ing the ordering, transporting 

merchandise to State Session, 

helping at the table and tak-

ing the unsold merchandise to 

National Grange to the Mon-

roe rep, thus saving on post-

age.  Thanks also to those past 

state offi cers who helped at the 

table.

From all the Past State Offi -

cers, have a safe and healthy 

winter and New Year.

Jean Hollabaugh

Past State Chaplain & Sales 

Table Committee
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Sign-up for Supplement Revenue Assistance Program

Opens January 10, 2011

(HARRISBURG, PA) December 22, 2010 -- USDA Farm Ser-

vice Agency State Executive Director Bill Wehry announced the 

sign-up period for the 2009 crop year Supplemental Revenue 

Assistance Payments (SURE) program begins on Jan. 10, 2011. 

SURE is one of fi ve disaster programs USDA Farm Service 

Agency offers that provides assistance to farmers and ranchers 

who have suffered losses due to natural disasters.

"This program provides a tremendous amount of assistance to 

producers who have suffered from natural disasters, and is part 

of the 'safety net' designed to assist farmers and ranchers who 

feed America and the world," Wehry said.  "USDA encourages 

producers who suffered losses during the 2009 crop year to visit 

their local FSA offi ce to learn more about the SURE program."

To be eligible for SURE a farm must have:

• At least a 10 percent production loss on a crop of economic 

signifi cance;

• A policy or plan of insurance under the Federal Crop Insur-

ance Act or the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 

(NAP) for all economically signifi cant crops;

• Been physically located in a county that was declared a pri-

mary disaster county or contiguous county by the Agriculture 

Secretary under a Secretarial Disaster Designation. Without a 

Secretarial Disaster Designation, individual producers may be 

eligible if the actual production on the farm is less than 50 per-

cent of the normal production on the farm due to a natural di-

saster.

Producers considered socially disadvantaged, a beginning 

farmer or rancher, or a limited resource farmer may be eligible 

for SURE without a policy or plan of insurance or NAP cover-

age.

For more information on the 2009 SURE program, visit any 

FSA county offi ce or www.fsa.usda.gov/sure.

Walker Grange #786, Mexico, PA, hosted the American Red Cross Blood Drive on November 11, 2010.  The many 

donors entered in the "Bleed Blue" promotion for a chance to win tickets to Penn State home football games and the 

grand prize.

Gerald Pratt, Master of Windfall Grange #257, Bradford County, recently 

presented Ellen Hawthrone, formerly of Windfall, her 60 year Membership 

Certifi cate.
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During a recent dinner at the Roseville Grange Hall, Homer Kearney was honored by the National, 

State, and Local Granges for 75 years of continuous membership in the Grange.  He joined at Sugar 

Hill Grange on September 24, 1935 as an 18-year-old teenager.  He celebrated his 93rd birthday 

on Friday, November 19, 2010.   He is pictured with his daughter Mary Ann Raybuck and son Jim 

Kearney, who are both members of Sugar Hill Grange.

 

(717) 761-4600

(800) 840-1243

www.gunnmowery.com

© 2011  GUNN MOWERY

We Share a History
of Protecting What’s
Important 
You work hard to improve and preserve the 

rural community and everything it touches. 

It’s with these same goals in mind that 

Gunn Mowery offers members of the 

Grange insurance that has your best 

interests at heart. 

 “We’ve been working with Gunn Mowery through 

the PA State Grange for over 20 years.  Their 

service and commitment has been excellent”
- Cliff and Marian Holloway

The Upside is working with someone who 

truly understands your needs. 

   HOME

   AUTO

   FARM

MOWERYGUNN  
 of insurancethe upside

Russ Gunton, President of Oriental Grange #165, Wyoming County, present-

ing check and toys to Elaine Lee, Executive Director of Interfaith Friends.

Pictured left to right: Dale Shupp; Hilda Lewis; Judy Shupp; Merle Lewis; 

Elaine Lee; Pat Gunton; Pam Fagerlin; Laura Anderson; and Roland Anderson.

During the summer of 2010, one may not have heard much about what's going on 

up north.  A few years ago these counties represented by their Masters, decided to 

get together and meet informally and have a good time together.  The meeting was 

conducted similar to a regular Grange meeting starting with the Pledge to the Flag 

and the singing of "My Country 'Tis of Thee."

Donna Lehman, Master of Central Grange of Potter County welcomed everyone 

and Francis Murphy thanked everyone for the invitation.  Likewise a thanks was 

extended from Donald Comes, McKean County Pomona Master.

Items discussed of common interest were: the Potter County Fair; the Tioga Coun-

ty Fair; a quiz for all that got a lot of laughs; a story on old hymns; Christmas shop-

ping in 25 minutes; and ideas and thoughts about the hot weather this year.

A very special guest was Harriet Rockefeller of Smethport, 95 years of age.  She 

spoke about her 81 years of being a Granger and 37 years as a teacher.  She was a 

delight to listen to her stories of her life and the changes that took place.

As is customary, a collection was taken with the proceeds going for the Good of 

The Order for Potter County Ponona #54.  The exchange date is set for July 23, 

2011.  Everyone is looking forward to having a good time again.

The meeting was closed with prayer from the Chaplain, the Bible closing, and 

singing of the hymn "God Be With You."

Following the meeting, everyone enjoyed a delicious dinner prepared by the vari-

ous members.

Pictured left to right: Francis Murphy, Tioga County Pomona Master; John Peet, 

Potter County Pomona Master; and Donald Comes, McKean County Pomona Mas-

ter.
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Specialty Imprinted Merchandise

Pens, coffee mugs, calendars,
Imprinted golf balls, t-shirts 

Personalized story books, photo mugs
And so much more…

www.lizziesink.com

20% discount for Grange members

On regular priced items.  Expires: Dec 31, 2010

Lizzie Bailey            (717)530-8000

lizziesink@yahoo.com         (717)440-2748

 
 

When the new House and 

Senate are sworn in, you can 

expect a fl urry of new bills be-

ing introduced, and we’ll be 

here to sort them out for you.

Winter Wonderland – PA 

Style!
Because good times don’t hi-

Penns Valley Grange #158 members Dale Rossman and Bob Corman were 

presented a fi ve-year recognition sponsorship banner for the Grange’s partic-

ipation in the FFA Freshman Jacket Campaign at the State FFA Convention

"Legis." continued from page 16 bernate in the winter, we again 

invite you to check out all the 

great destinations in Pennsyl-

vania that make us the place 

to be when the weather turns 

cold!  Check out www.visitpa.

com for all the latest events 

and destinations!  Grab those 

snow shoes, sleds and skis!

At a recent meeting, Dean Rishel, Penns Valley Grange #158 was presented 

his 55 year certifi cate and pin from Master Ruth Vonada.

On September 24, 2010 the Briar Creek Grange #146 took fi rst place on their display entered in the 

Agriculture Building at the Bloomsburg Fair, Bloomsburg, PA.

The display consisted of farm grown vegetables, fruits, etc. plus assorted canned goods.  The theme 

title was "Keeping the Cupboards Full."

Under the direction of Jean Kline, and other Briar Creek Grange members working together, it was a 

full day of what Granges are about.  It also gave us the opportunity to visit members of other Granges 

entering their displays.  These displays are looked at each day of the fair by thousands of people, 

including people from other states.

(Submitted by Donald Sitler, Master, Briar Creek Grange #146)
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2011

ADVOCATE

DEADLINES

Deadline   Publication

Feb 18 '11........Mar/Apr '11

Apr 15 '11........May/Jun '11

Jun 17 '11..........July/Aug '11

Aug 19 '11.......Sep/Oct '11

Oct 21 '11.........Nov/Dec '11

Legislative

Update

Happy New Year from your 

friends at Versant Strategies!

85th Annual Farm Show

A great way to kick off the 

New Year is to attend the 2011 

Farm Show, slated for January 

8-15.  Time-honored traditions 

like showcasing award win-

ning livestock and the Sheep-

to-Shawl contest remain, 

while horse-pulling contests 

and an octagonal butter sculp-

ture case providing a 360 de-

gree view of the sculpture have 

been added to the week of fes-

tivities.  Country music singer 

Glen Shelton will be perform-

ing a concert on the 9th, and, 

as always, don’t forget to stop 

by the food court and sample 

some of Pennsylvania’s tasti-

est treats.  For a detailed list of 

events, visit www.farmshow.

state.pa.us.

Year-End Wrap 

For the fi rst time in eight 

years the General Assembly 

delivered the 2010-2011 Gen-

eral Fund Budget to Gover-

nor Rendell’s desk in a timely 

fashion.  They did not, howev-

er, make good on a promise to 

fund that budget with a Mar-

cellus Shale extraction tax. 

The rate and distribution of 

proceeds of any tax on natural 

gas drillers remains at ques-

tion and will continue to be 

a hot topic as another budget 

crisis looms.

The end of the fall session did 

send a few noteworthy bills to 

the Governor’s desk before 

Members of the House and 

Senate packed up their belong-

ings and headed home for the 

holidays.

Act 106 (House Bill 174): 

Amends the Public Eating 

and Drinking Place Law to 

improve inspections of pub-

lic eating and drinking places. 

The bill exempts food facili-

ties owned by a church or oth-

er religious order that qualifi es 

for tax exemptions.

Act 109 (House Bill 1394): 

Allows for agriculture reserve 

preferential tax treatment to be 

granted to places that generate 

electricity for use on site with 

Tier I energy resources.

Act 113 (House Bill 2139): 

Directs the Department of Ag-

riculture to create a program 

that provides for the delivery 

of surplus food from retailers 

and farmers to organizations 

that can offer the products to 

people in need.

Act 116 (House Bill 2273): 

Provides for a $150 fee for 

deer farmers to fund the De-

partment of Agriculture deer 

farmer program.

Act 120 (House Bill 2497): 

Provides pension reform and 

is designed to smooth out the 

upcoming spikes in public 

pension contribution rates, 

saving school districts and the 

state from massive tax increas-

es next year.

Act  125 (Senate Bill 906): 

Provides defi nitions of "agri-

cultural biosecurity area" and 

for "posted notice"; & further 

providing for keeping & han-

dling domestic animals, eco-

terrorism & trespass.

We ended 2010 with less than 

projected revenue estimates 

that are putting the Common-

wealth on track for a fi scal 

nightmare.  Some estimate 

shortfalls to be in the neigh-

borhood of $4 to $5 billion, 

which will likely lead to some 

painful cuts out of a $27.5 bil-

lion budget. 

The New State Order

Governor-Elect Corbett’s 

transition team is working 

hard in Harrisburg.  We know 

because Versant CEO John 

Barley is currently serving 

on the Agricultural transition 

team, which is expected to 

wrap-up its work on January 7.

The State House, after four 

years of Democratic control, 

shifts back to the GOP in Jan-

uary.  The Republicans swept 

to huge victories all over the 

state, and their new major-

ity is 112-91.   Current House 

Minority Leader Sam Smith of 

Jefferson County is expected 

to become the next Speaker of 

the House.

The State Senate is still fi rm-

ly in the hands of the GOP, 

with Smith’s fellow Jefferson 

County resident Joe Scarnati 

serving another term as Presi-

dent Pro Tempore.

In the coming months, we will 

all have opportunities to help 

the Grange renew old acquain-

tances on the Hill, as well as 

the chance to make some new 

friends.  We will update you 

as soon as we know who the 

standing committee chairmen 

will be for 2011-2012.

Issues on the Horizon

The new Corbett Administra-

tion will have its hands quite 

full with the aforementioned 

budget crisis, but Corbett and 

his legislative allies are still 

planning a very full agenda.  

Here are just a few issues you 

can expect to see addressed in 

the coming months:

1.  The Privatization of 

the State Store System – This 

plan is supported by Corbett 

and the new House GOP lead-

ership team.  Expect this to be 

one of the fi rst orders of busi-

ness, and it will serve as the 

tip of the spear for many more 

privatization discussions.

2. School Choice – The 

governor has perhaps the best 

chance yet of seeing the leg-

islature pass a school choice/

voucher bill, which has not 

been attempted since Gov-

ernor Tom Ridge’s failed at-

tempt in 1995.

3. Lawsuit/Tort Reform 

-- Expect aggressive challeng-

es and changes to the system 

of jury awards and Joint/Sev-

eral Liability provisions.

4. Transportation Infra-

structure Funding – Corbett 

has signaled that he is ready 

and willing to engage imme-

diately on solving the state’s 

multi-billion dollar shortfall in 

road, bridge and transit fund-

ing.

5. Unemployment Com-

pensation reform – With the 

state already on the hook to the 

federal government for over $3 

billion in UC loans (and more 

on the horizon), there will be 

attempts to modify the current 

system, with payroll taxes and 

employee benefi ts all up for 

discussion.

Those are just fi ve big-ticket 

items already on the front-

burner. The true fi ght for next 

year will be over the state bud-

get, and specifi cally how far 

Corbett and the General As-

sembly will be willing to go 

as they look to cut government 

spending.  And more impor-

tantly for all of us, where they 

intend to cut!

On Tap on the Bill Calendar

As many of you know, all 

bills pending in the legisla-

ture offi cially died on No-

vember 30th and must be re-

introduced next year.  Among 

the ones we were watching for 

you included:

1. The moratorium on 

leasing State Lands for natu-

ral gas drilling, which was im-

plemented without legislation 

by order of Governor Rendell.  

Incoming Governor Tom Cor-

bett has already signaled that 

he will lift that ban soon after 

taking offi ce next year.

2. The Real ID Act, 

which passed the House but 

stalled in the Senate.  We ex-

pect the issue to be in play 

again next year.

3. The amendments to 

the Farmland and Forest-

land Assessment Act, which 

was signed into law by Gover-

nor Rendell on November 23, 

2010.

4. The codifi cation of 

the PA Agricultural Surplus 

System, which was signed 

into law on November 23 as 

well.

continued "Legis." on page 15


