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 Lycorma delicatula, common-
ly known as the Spotted Lanternfly 
(SLF), is a new invasive insect that 

Part 1

In this issue, learn how to identify the Spotted 
Lanternfly (SLF), and what action you can take to stop 
the spread of this invasive insect that is threatening 
southeastern Pennsylvania.

Authors:
Emelie Swackhamer and Amy Korman (Bios can be found at the end of the article)

has spread throughout southeastern 
Pennsylvania since its discovery in 
Berks County in 2014. SLF presents 

a significant threat to Pennsylva-
nia agriculture, including the grape, 
tree-fruit, hardwood and nursery in-
dustries, which collectively are worth 
nearly $18 billion to the state’s econo-
my.

 Penn State’s College of Agricultur-
al Sciences and Penn State Extension 
are at the forefront of education and 
research aimed at stopping the spread 
of this exotic species. Following are 
resources to help growers, property 
owners and others understand how to 
identify the insect, what to do if they 
find it and how to comply with agency 
regulations.

Spotted Lanternfly: What to Look 
For:
(Pictured to the left: Pictures of the Spotted 
Lanternfly and its egg masses.)

Spotted Lanternfly Management 
Calendar
 There are various management 
techniques to consider to destroy or 
control the Spotted Lanternfly. Learn 
the recommended methods to use 
during certain times of the year. 
1. Locate Trees: Locate Ailianthus 

altissima trees on the site. For 
reasons not understood, spotted 
lanternfly seem to prefer some 
individual Ailanthus altissima 
trees over others. Try to identify 
the specific Ailanthus trees that 
are most attractive to the insects, 
based on how many are feeding on 
them. For information on how to 
identify Ailanthus altissima please 
see pictures located on page 25.

2. Destroy Most Trees: Destroy ap-
proximately 90% of the Ailanthus 
altissima trees, leaving only a few 
that are most attractive to the 
insect. They will serve as “trap” 
trees. It is recommended that you 

“Spotted Lanternfly” continued on page 25
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Dear Fellow Grangers,

 As you open up this issue of 
the Pennsylvania Grange News 
things outside are already green 
and growing. I have set a goal for 
2018 to grow the Pennsylvania 
State Grange. Lizzie Bailey, our 
Membership and Public Relations 
Consultant, and I have been work-
ing on improving communications 
between the State Office and the 
local Granges, developing addi-
tional new benefits for our mem-
bers, and setting up a new Advo-
cate/Deputy plan for the State.

 At the top of our plan we have 
purchased a ZOOM Conferencing 
account. Now if you never heard 
of ZOOM, it is a tele-conferencing 
program that allows you to be a 
part of the meeting and never leave 
your home or office. This program 
can be utilized from a desktop 
computer, laptop, tablet, smart 
phone, or from a convention-
al landline in your home. We will 
send out an e-mail invitation that 
will have the information needed 
to participate in the meeting. We 
would like to host a meeting at 
least once a month, maybe twice a 
month. The subjects will vary from 
Legislative, membership, fund 
raising, to what’s an issue in your 
area. This program will also allow 
our committees to meet more often 
and remain in the comfort of their 
homes.

 We have been able to acquire 
some new benefits for our members 

such as Sam’s Club and Costco’s. 
There are discount Hershey Park 
tickets available and there are dis-
count tickets for shows and other 
events. To view the list of member 
benefits log onto www.pagrange.
org and in the upper right hand 
corner click on register/login. 
Once you register an email will be 
sent to the state office where it will 
be verified you are a member and 
then you will receive a confirma-
tion e-mail back. You will then be 
able to log into the benefits page, 
view all the benefits and get any 
special codes needed to utilize the 
benefits. You can also log onto the 
National Grange website at www.
nationalgrange.org, register into 
the National Grange website and 
take advantage of the many differ-
ent benefits they offer. If you use 
just 2 or 3 of the benefits you will 
save more than enough money to 
pay your annual dues. If you use 
the discount on Choice Hotels, 
just one trip may save you enough 
to pay your dues.

 We are revising the Advocate/
Deputy program. There will be one 
Advocate assigned to each of the 
6 areas of the state. They will be 
asked to appoint 2 others to work 
with them in that area. We are go-
ing to charge them with trying to 
open 2 new Granges in each area. 
We want to open a new Grange in 
Philadelphia this year also. We, as 
the Grange, are endorsing Urban 
Agriculture and that area is very 
much into Urban Agriculture and 
Raised Gardening.

 We are looking for people who 
would like to be more involved 
legislatively. If this is something 
that is of interest to you, please 
contact me at the State Office, 
717.737.8855. Vince Phillips, our 

“President’s Desk” continued on page 24
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From the President’s Desk
Wayne D. Campbell
PA State Grange President
president@pagrange.org



 My theme for the past couple 
of months has been “Be Still and 
Know That I Am God.”  Suffice it to 
say that I have been keenly aware 
of that mandate as I tried to deal 
with fear…. Our life journey, like 
yours, has its bumps and twists 
and turns…sometimes rougher 
than we think we can handle.  That 
is when we get these little subtle 
nudges to “Be Still and Know That 
I Am God.”  They may 
be subtle, but if you 
are still, you can rec-
ognize them!

 I don’t know if you 
use daily devotionals, 
but I rely on several 
different ones from 
time to time and for 
the past few months, 
I am amazed at how 
many of them have been written 
directly to me!  The majority of 
them have been advising me, and 
even admonishing me, to not fear, 
but simply put my trust in my God.  
In fact, there are 21 Christ-issued 
imperatives listed in the Gospels 
alone that address fear and urge 
us to have courage and/or take 
heart and DO NOT FEAR.

 Fear is one of the enemy’s 
most popular weapons against us.  
Worry and anxiety can overwhelm 
us until it controls our thoughts to 
the point that it influences our de-
cisions and actions.  What do you 
fear?  Violence, shootings, natural 
disasters, finances, surgeries, dis-
ease, death, change?  

 Even President F.D. Roosevelt 
addressed fear in his inaugural 
address when he said, “The only 
thing we have to fear is fear it-
self…it is nameless, unreasoning 
and unjustified terror which para-
lyzes the needed efforts to convert 
retreat into advance.”  Well put!

 Jesus assures us again and 
again that He is with us, He will 
never abandon us, He will sustain 
us, we  are worth more than many 
sparrows.  He tells us to have 
courage, do not be afraid, do not 
worry about tomorrow, and to cast 
our cares upon Him.

 In reality, 
we often find that 
many outcomes we 
have feared nev-
er really happen!  
So it is not only 
a waste of time 
and energy, but a 
heavy burden to 
carry which is to-
tally unnecessary.

 So the way to conquer fear is to 
read and repeat the words of our 
Lord until they become part of our 
nature.  They will in time begin to 
replace those fears!

 Be Still and know God.  He is 
greater than all our troubles and 
worries.  He is with us in whatev-
er we face, strengthening, help-
ing and holding us in His hands.  
He has promised that He will be 
with us always until the end of the 
world!!
     
God Bless You and Yours! 

Prayerfully yours,
Judy Pressler

PGN Advertising Rates 
(all rates are color. All rates are per-
issue. Quantity discount available)

   
Full Page 1x
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 Inside Back $580  
 Inside  $480  
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1/2 Page  
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Web images (72 dpi) are not acceptable. 
Additional requirement questions should 
be directed to the Publisher.
Terms & Policies
• All advertising must be pre-paid. 
• The publisher reserves the right to edit or 
reject any ad copy submitted.
• Advertisers are responsible for the accu-
racy of their ad material, and assume lia-
bility for all content of their ad. Advertisers 
also assume responsibility for all claims 
made against those affiliated with the pro-
duction of Pennsylvania Grange News aris-
ing from publication, including costs of de-
fending claims.
• If ad design is needed, the Publisher will 
charge an additional design fee.
• Pennsylvania State Grange accepts 
checks, money orders and Paypal. All pay-
ments must be made payable to Penn-
sylvania State Grange.
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Full page:  7.375”  x     9.75”
2/3 page: 4.75” x     9.75”
1/2 page (horizontal) 7.375” x   4.75”
1/3 page (horizontal) 4.75” x     4.75”
1/3 page (vertical) 2.375” x     9.75”
1/6 page (horizontal) 4.75” x     2.25”
1/6 page (vertical) 2.375” x     4.75” 

Publisher
Mail all advertising materials to: 
Heather Hiller 
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Target Marketing
 I’m always very interested in 
hearing how everyone is doing 
with membership recruitment and 
what things people may be trying 
in order to gain new members for 
your Grange.  Its very common for 
people to tell me that they want to 
attract families with children to 
their Grange. I then ask what they 
are doing to find those families? 

 What programming do you 
offer or could your Grange de-
velop that would attract young 
families?
 In my community, the busiest 
place I can locate young families is 
at our local library.  Our Grange 
does an Earth Day program every 
year; reading a book at story time 
and planting sunflower seeds with 
the kids. We also provide informa-
tion about our Grange and invite 
them to attend an upcoming pro-
gram.
 
 Identifying local groups to pro-
vide programming to is a great way 
to introduce the Grange to new po-
tential members.  Young parents 
are always looking for things to 
involve their children in learning 
and experiencing different events 
and projects.  
   
 Has your Grange ever thought 
of a “Mommies Club” that would 
offer playtime, or educational 
workshops that involve the fami-
ly?  Some of the best projects can 
involve teaching life skills such as 

cooking, planting seeds, or a sew-
ing project. Think about ways you 
can add quality programming that 
would benefit younger families. 
Scheduling events and inviting 
families is a great start to growing 
your Grange membership.

Member Benefits
 The Pennsylvania State Grange 
has been working diligently on im-
proving the member benefits pro-
gram for our Grangers.  When re-
cruiting new members, you should 
also be talking about the benefits 
of being a Grange member.

 One of the greatest aspects 
about member benefits is that 
they can offset the cost of mem-
bership.  The Grange has an array 
of benefits, whether you are look-
ing to participate with a wholesale 
shopping store like BJ’s, Sam’s 
Club, Costco’s, make hotel reser-
vations or book car rentals.  Our 
programs also offer discounts on 
movie tickets, theme parks across 
the country and concert tickets!

 A big part of recruiting mem-
bers is also sharing benefits with 
prospective members that can 
show the value of having a Grange 
membership.  

 Member benefits should be a 
part of your discussion when you 
are talking to people about join-
ing your Grange.  For example, 
a young family with a few chil-
dren can save more than the cost 
of membership if they are taking 
their family to a theme park this 
year.

 Anyone vacationing?  Promote 
the discounts on hotel and rent-
al cars.  I researched an upcom-
ing trip and discovered I can save 

$75 on our rental car.  That’s al-
most the cost of the Grange family 
membership!

 If you can show how the ben-
efits offset the membership fee, 
it makes sense for new people to 
join.

New Member Benefit Page at 
www.pagrange.org

 We have been updating in-
formation and adding some new 
things to the Grange website. We 
have created a secure page on our 
website (password required) to ac-
cess information you need to use 
the benefits.  Make sure you stop 
by and check often, as the website 
is a “work in progress.”

 To set up your ID and pass-
word, go to www.pagrange.org and 
click in the upper right-hand cor-
ner Log In/Register. To register, 
enter your name, email and enter 
a password of your choice.  The 
state office receives your request, 
we confirm you are a member, and 
accept your registration.   To log 
in, just enter your email and pass-
word and it’s that easy!  You only 
need an ID and password to enter 
the member benefits page, the rest 
of the website is available to you 
with no password.

 Please contact me if you have 
any questions on our benefits or 
recruiting.

Yours in Grange service,

Lizzie Bailey
PR/Membership Director
publicrelations@pagrange.org
717-737-8855 office
717-254-9550 cell
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 Hello Everyone! 

  I hope everyone is feeling well 
and trying to stay dry with all the 
rainy weather and late snows we 
are getting.  Merle and I went 
to the Farm Show in January 
with the state quilt and sold 600 
tickets during the week. Many 
thanks to all of the Grangers 
that helped in the Grange booth 
during the week; a great job well 
done.

 Ag Progress Days are coming 
August 14, 15, & 16. If anyone 
is willing to help sell quilt tick-
ets and cookbooks at the State 
Grange Booth, please let the 
State Office know so they can 
put you on the schedule. 

 All Granges should have re-
ceived their contest packets by 
now with a separate envelope for 
the Subordinate secretary and 
one for the Pomona secretary. I 
hope to see a lot of crafting going 
on and a lot of entries at State 
Session. Please let me know if 
you didn’t get your packet with 
the contest papers and quilt tick-
ets. If you need more quilt tick-
ets to sell, email me at mle103@

comcast.net or call me at 814-
234-4943 and I will be glad to 
mail them to you.

 Please remember we will be 
collecting Wraps for Hugs at the 
Family Festival again this year.  
Also, I hope everyone is signing 
up for the tour to the Boalsburg 
Military Museum and our stained 
glass workshop. Also be sure to 
come with a good appetite for the 
Family Activities sponsored din-
ner on Friday night. So, for now, 
I hope to see a lot of Grangers at 
the Family Festival July 19 – 22, 
2018.

Yours Truly,
Melanie Melius
mle103@comcast.net

 Members and the public are 
learning much about the story and 
enviable record of the Pennsylva-
nia State Grange from 1873 to the 
present by reading the historical 
information now found posted at 
http://www.pagrange.org/histo-
ry-committee.html.    Thanks to a 
dedicated group of volunteers giv-
ing their time to organize and pre-
serve historical documents and the 
generous contributions of Granges 
and individuals that funded the 
actual microfilming, digitizing and 

indexing of that information, the 
following Grange records are now 
readily accessible on-line:

• Listing of all local Subordinate 
and county Pomona Granges 
organized in Pennsylvania, in-
cluding both active and inac-
tive units

• Historical highlights of Penn-
sylvania Grange activities and 
accomplishments during the 
term of each State Master/
President 

• Historical Slide Program cele-
brating the 150th anniversa-
ry of the National Grange, in-
cluding information about the 
Grange in Pennsylvania

• Journals of Proceedings of the 
annual sessions of the Penn-

sylvania State Grange
• Newsletter publications issued 

by the Pennsylvania State 
Grange from 1907-present

 The latter two items above rep-
resent Phase One of the micro-
filming/digitizing/indexing project 
completed earlier this year at a 
cost of over $4,000.    Phase Two of 
this preservation work, currently 
in process will microfilm, digitize 
and index the original applications 
of the 2,110 Granges organized 
in Pennsylvania, annual officers’ 
registers and minutes of the State 
Grange Executive Committee.   It 
is estimated that the cost of this 
phase will likely exhaust the ma-
jority of funds currently available 
to the History Committee.    

 Phase Three work to microfilm, 
digitize and index the three State 
Grange history books published 
in 1949, 1973 and 1998 will com-
mence only when additional funds 

History Committee
Doug Bonsall
PA State Grange History Committee 
Director

“History Committee” continued on page 24
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Melanie Melius
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 Spring greetings!!  Since we no 
longer have State Planning meet-
ings, I would like to ask Grangers 
in PA for contest ideas they would 
like to see implemented.  All de-
partments are in the process of 
working on contest ideas for 2019.  
Please contact me with all your 
ideas, comments, etc.  The Lec-
turer’s packets have been mailed. 
Please watch for packets to arrive.  
Please contact me if you have not 
received it by the time you read 
this.  Enclosed with the letter will 
be either the Subordinate or Po-
mona Report Forms.  MALC was 
combined with Eastern Regionals 
this year.  So hopefully you have 
someone in your area that attend-
ed and can bring back information 
to share.  I will also have info to 
share in my next article since I will 
be attending.

TALENT CONTEST
 The Talent Contest will be held 
at the Pennsylvania State Grange 
Family Festival on Saturday, July 
21 starting at 7:00 PM. There will 
be no regional eliminations.  ALL 
talent entries will perform at the 
Family Festival.  PRE-REGISTRA-
TION IS REQUIRED!  The dead-
line for registration will be June 9, 
2018.  Prior to the Talent Contest, 
there will be a ham & scalloped 
potato dinner from 5:00 – 6:00 PM 
(must pre-register for dinner. $8.50 
each).  If you are only attending for 
the talent contest and would like 
to join us for the dinner, then you 
MUST state this with your regis-
tration. Please refer to the Guide 
to Contests and Programs for the 

Talent Contest rules.  It would be 
great to see more talent entries this 
year. 

FAMILY FESTIVAL
 Superheroes Get It Done “That’s 
the Grange Way” is this year’s 
theme.  Thursday evening will be 
soda floats and games. Friday eve-
ning will be bingo.  The committees 
have come up with a host of activ-
ities and workshops. This year the 
tour will be to Boalsburg Military 
Museum.  The schedule and reg-
istration are in March/April PGN. 
So, get with your fellow Grangers 
and make plans to attend!  Regis-
tration deadline is June 9, 2018.

 Quilt Block paintings: If your 
Grange Hall/Building or fairground 
does not have one yet, or want an-
other one, or you would like one 
for your house, Family Festival is 
a great time to get it done.  Make 
sure to register to paint a Quilt 
Block!!

CONTESTS
 It’s time to start on your reports 
and scrapbooks.  I received many 
reports and scrapbooks this past 
year and would like to see many 
more.  Please refer to the Guide 
to Contests and Programs for the 
rules or contact me.  Scrapbooks 
for Subordinate and Pomona MAY 
include all programs for the entire 
year.  Make sure you follow all di-
rections and fill out reports COM-
PLETLY! 

 Now is a great time to get start-
ed with decorating a container pot 
or frame to be made by everyone, 
Juniors and Subordinates!  There 
is still the My Favorite Anything 
Contest, along with the Pen in 
Hand Contest.  Enter in the Art 
and Photography Contests. There 

are five categories for photography.

 As you can see, there are many 
ways to participate, so get the word 
out. Hold a program night to work 
on a project. I want to see LOTS 
of entries!!!  As with all contests, 
please refer to the Guide to Con-
tests and Programs for the rules. If 
you have questions, please contact 
your regional committee person, or 
you can contact me.

 The report forms and the Guide 
to Contests and Programs will also 
be available on the Pennsylva-
nia State Grange website: www.
pagrange.org. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please con-
tact me.

PROGRAM IDEAS
June:
1st: National Heimlich Maneuver 
Day...have a demo on how to prop-
erly do this
9th: National Strawberry Rhubarb 
Pie Day...have a contest and then 
use for refreshments
20th: National Ice Cream Soda and 
Vanilla Milkshake day...make one 
or both!

July:
9th: National Sugar Cookie Day...
everyone brings their favorite for 
refreshments
14th: National Mac & Cheese Day...
have a covered dish social featur-
ing mac & cheese
28th: National Day of the Cowboy 
(4th Saturday in July)

August:
7th: Purple Heart Day...have a re-
cipient speak
13th: Left Handers Day...have ev-
eryone do things with the opposite 
hand they normally do
24th: National Peach Pie Day...re-
freshments
30th: National Toasted Marshmal-
low Day—have S’mores for a snack
 
Denise L. Clare
PA State Lecturer
dlc416@yahoo.com
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Greetings from the Youth and 
Young Adults Department!

Summer is coming!  And that 
means Youth Camp is just around the 
corner.  This year’s theme is Country 
Fair / Carnival and we have a great 
fun-filled weekend planned.  The reg-
istration form is located in this issue 
of the PGN as well as online at www.
pagrange.org and on the Pennsylva-
nia Youth and Young Adults Face-
book page.  In addition to games 
and workshops, we will also be se-
lecting the 2018-19 Pennsylvania 
State Grange Youth Ambassadors.  
The youth selected will be represent-
ing the youth of the Pennsylvania 
State Grange at various activities 
and events during the next year.  If 
you are between the ages of 15 to 21, 
consider running for State Youth Am-
bassador to represent your organiza-
tion, plus it also looks great on college 
applications and resumes.  Sign up 
now so you won’t miss this awesome 
weekend.

Our 2017-18 Pennsylvania State 
Grange Youth Ambassadors have 
been busy participating in activities 
such as PA Farm Show and most 
recently the Berks County Pomona 
meeting.  Here are some thoughts 
from the current Ambassadors as 
they come to the end of their term.

   
Hello Grange family!  I am Jacob 

Mengel, the 2017-2018 Male Youth 
Ambassador this year.  I am current-
ly a mathematical business major at 
Elizabethtown College in central Penn-
sylvania, with minor degrees in data 
analytics and psychology.  At school, 
I am quite busy with my studies, but 
I am a captain and the secretary for 
the school’s club soccer team, of which 
I help organize the practice and game 
schedule.  Socially, I’m active in semes-
ter long intramural sports.  My term is 
over half way completed at this point, 
and it has been quite busy and fun so 
far, attending State Session and the 
Farm Show.  It was awesome to open 
the State Grange with the youth this 
past October and I cannot wait to do 

it again in future years, hopefully with 
increased participation. 

To any youth out there who are 
hesitant when it comes to being more 
active, or coming to Youth Camp, I can 
assure you it is worth it.  The youth is 
the future of the Grange and for every-
one to be more comfortable working to-
gether in the future, is really important 
for all of us to develop friendships with 
each other right now.  Youth Camp is 
one of the places where that happens. 
Other events each year are Family 
Festival, State Session, and even Ju-
nior Camp.  Family Festival is a week-
end at a fairgrounds for Grangers of 
all ages. State session, which all mem-
bers are welcome to attend, is always 
a very informative experience.  I will 
be attending Young Adult Weekend 
for the first time this year, which is a 
weekend where any young adults in 
the Grange get to celebrate a year of 
volunteer work together.  Another im-
portant event is Junior Camp, where 
Juniors begin the Granger tradition of 
lifelong friendships, but without old-
er members to help run it, the Grange 
would begin to lose its foundation for 
new lifelong members. Local Granges 
also hold events which need partici-
pants and/or volunteers.  Attending 
or volunteering at those events helps 
keep the Grange rolling, and the more 
members are active, the more our 
current leaders do not have to worry 
about the Grange’s future.  With many 
ways to be active, the Grange should 
be a permanent organization, but that 
is easier said than done. Thank you 
for supporting me as the Male Youth 
Ambassador and please feel free to 
speak with me at any event I attend.

Jake Mengel

Hi, I am Grace Wadsworth the 
2017-2018 Female Youth Ambassa-
dor.  I am a student at Indiana Uni-
versity of PA.  I am studying Child 
Development and a second degree in 
Spanish as well as a minor in Sus-
tainability. I work at the daycare on 
campus. I am a subordinate member 
at Goshen Grange in Chester County. 

I hold offices at the subordinate and 
Pomona levels. I am also on the State 
Deaf and Community Service Commit-
tee.

As Youth Ambassador I have had 
the privilege to attend several Grange 
and non-Grange functions.  Some of 
the events I attended were FarmAid, 
Family Festival, State Session, Farm 
Show, and various subordinate and 
Pomona meetings.  FarmAid was an 
educational experience for me due to 
the varied individuals and new tech-
nologies coming out to help farmers 
and the Earth prosper. The Farm Show 
took me out of my comfort zone and I 
enjoyed networking and meeting new 
people. I had fun at each event and en-
joyed my time with Grangers I do not 
see every day.  

The Grange is an important organi-
zation for many reasons.  I believe it is 
about family, community, and agricul-
ture all wrapped up together to make 
an organization full of knowledge and 
fellowship.  One of my favorite parts 
of Grange is the community service 
initiatives. Grangers look in their com-
munities and states for individuals in 
need and help.  It can be monetary, a 
collection of items, or going to a nurs-
ing home or shelter and brightening 
the lives of the residents by reminding 
them of hope and friendship.  Grange 
is a second family for me and I will 
continue to expand my gratefulness 
toward this organization as I continue 
to grow in Grange.  Thank you for sup-
porting me as Youth Ambassador this 
year.

Grace Wadsworth

Ellen Wadsworth 
Youth Director
cell: 417-967-6474
e-mail: youth@pagrange.org
Facebook:  Pennsylvania State Grange 
Youth and Young Adults
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WELCOME SPRING 
and Hello Junior Grangers!! 

 I am so excited to tell you that 
Summer Camp preparations are 
well underway and we’ll all be to-

gether soon enjoying the hot July 
sunshine and sharing some awe-
some time at the “All Star Sports 
Camp”.  I want to clarify to any 
Junior who may be hesitant in at-
tending a sports themed camp…
you will NOT be playing sports all 
week! Some of you are not fond 
of athletic activity and you might 
want to shy away from camp when 
you hear the word “sports” in the 
title. But let me assure you that 
there is plenty of fun planned that 
will not make you break out in 
an extreme sweat (we do enough 

of that just standing still in that 
July heat).  One of those activities 
is a trip to State College to attend 
a Spikes baseball game! We are 
planning on providing a great time 
at the ballpark and it will be a spe-

cial time together.  

 Now is a great time 
to ask a friend or encour-
age a new Junior Grange 
member to come to camp 
with you this year. I of-
fered a challenge at the 
2017 State Ses-
sion that if we in-
crease our camper 
total by 15 AND 
our counselor to-
tal by 5…that I 

will allow my crazy curly 
hair to be dyed a fun color 
for part of the week! Some-
one thinks I would look 
good with Philadelphia 
Eagles green/teal hair!!! I 
will already be wearing an 
Eagles football jersey or 
shirt one day during camp 
so why not have match-
ing hair!  If we have more 
campers attend…I will proudly 
wear green hair for the week. (and 
it will be temporary dye so don’t 
worry hubby).

 Another exciting 
time that I hope you plan 
to attend is the Family Fes-
tival in mid July. This year 
we are having some fun 
with Super-Hero themed 
activities and games. We 
will also be celebrating 
the Junior Grange’s 130th 
Birthday this year!! Last 
year we enjoyed celebrat-

ing the National Grange’s 150th….
and now it is time for the Junior 
Grange to party!! Tell your family 
that this is a great time to meet 
other families, enjoy fellowship, 
share ideas and have some fun! 

 I know that many of the Ju-
nior Granges around the state 
have been busy with sleepovers, 
walk-a-thons, spaghetti dinners, 
fundraisers and county camp 
preparations. I am proud of all 
of you for keeping the spirit and 
life of the Junior Grange growing 
in your communities. Continue 
to do things to attract new fami-
lies and members. Continue to 

expand your programs to work for 
the members in your communi-
ty. There is no right or wrong way 
to be a Junior Grange.  We have 
some terrific Junior Leaders and 
parents helping out and I think 
them all for doing a great job!   

See you all soon! 

Lurae Benzio
Junior Grange Director
Benz4@comcast.net
724-643-5750

Pictured above: Juniors, including the State Junior 
Grange Prince and Princess and the other are the Berks 

County Royalty.

10 May/June 2018

Junior 
   News!!!



11May/June 2018



12 May/June 2018



13May/June 2018



14 May/June 2018



 On Tuesday June 12, the Penn-
sylvania State Grange is inviting 
you to make a difference here in 
Pennsylvania.  The Pennsylvania 
General Assembly is considering 
legislation which can affect you, 
your families and communities. 

Think about some of these issues:
• Rural PA does not have equal 

access to Internet or cell phone 
service.  Pennsylvania State 
Grange advocates for sufficient 
Internet speed and cell service 
for all.

• There is a threat to continued 
land-line telephone service.  
Pennsylvania State Grange ad-
vocates this service be main-
tained.

• Some want to curtail print ad-
vertising of legal notices in your 

newspaper.  Pennsylvania State 
Grange believes this would ex-
clude many rural and urban 
communities with insufficient 
Internet access.

• There is legislation requiring 
prescription price transparen-
cy. Pennsylvania State Grange 
urges passage of this legisla-
tion.

 And of course, the State Budget 
is the BIG issue in June!  Will there 
be adequate funding for Pennsylva-
nia’s Number One industry, Agri-
culture?  Will Penn State College of 
Agricultural Sciences and the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania School of 
Veterinary Medicine get the funding 
they need?  Will there be a tax on 
Marcellus Shale natural gas?  Will 
the state engage in more borrow-

ing to balance the budget as it did 
in 2017?  These are questions you 
can help answer when you come to 
Harrisburg.

 These issues should be enough 
of an incentive for you to clear your 
schedule and come to Harrisburg!

 Relax.  We will make the ap-
pointments for you. There will be 
training on how to talk with leg-
islators and staff for best results.  
There will be talking points.  No 
one travels alone. You will always 
be with your fellow Grangers!

Please return the attached registra-
tion form (on page 16).
Play a role in protecting your com-
munity.

 Shopping, buying, selling, 
trading, purchasing, ordering, 
swapping, bartering are all activi-
ties that are common to our way of 
life no matter who we are or what 
we do.  We all acquire items be 
it necessity or desire or craving 
or self indulgence.  As a result 
of such we often find ourselves 
drawn to market places.  Thus, 
we are setting up a “Grange 
Market Place” at Family Festi-
val.

 With over 200 Granges in 
PA, we are always finding dif-
ferent ways to financially sup-
port our organization. One of 
the most common ways is market-
ing something – it may be apple 
butter, apple topping and apple 
relish. It may be cookbooks, choc-
olate bars, easter eggs, scrubbies, 
bacon endive dressing, cookies, or 
it may be T-shirts….. the list could 
go on and on. I am sure there are 

many items that are unique to your 
Grange that are not known and 
readily available to other Grang-
ers.  

 Also, some Granges have items 
that they are no longer using that 
another Grange may need – chairs, 
song books, equipment, kitchen 
utensils, etc. that it is time to part 
with.  And as Grangers, we often 
have commodity items to sell such 
as hay, grains, vegetables, equip-

ment, tools, crafts, foods, etc.  

 So to highlight your market 
items, we are setting up a “Grange 
Market Place” at Family Festival.   

An area will be dedicated for 
you to bring your sale wares.  
We ask that all items come 
priced for sale along with your 
Grange or personal identifica-
tion.  The monies collected will 
go directly back to the selling 
Grange or person.   If appro-
priate, you can bring the sale 
item(s) or you can make up a 
poster or flyer with pertinent 
information.   It will be very 
interesting to see the variety 

of market items that Granges and 
Grangers in PA will display.   

 Please contact the Pennsylva-
nia State Grange office for further 
details. 1-717-737-8855

The “Grange Market Place” at Family Festival

15May/June 2018

Pennsylvania state GranGe 
      leGislative Day in HarrisburG



16 May/June 2018



INTRODUCED BY IRVIN, BERNSTINE, DIAMOND, READSHAW, TOOHIL, DiGIROLAMO, BAKER, PASHINSKI, RYAN, FEE, 
METZGAR, MILLARD, BOBACK, MACKENZIE, CORBIN, WARD, LONGIETTI, HELM, CARTAGIRONE, MARSHALL, BIZZARRO, 
BARBIN, ZIMMERMAN, SAINATO, PICKETT, GROVE AND HENNESSEY, DECEMBER 7, 2017

INTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSIAL RESOLUTION UNDER RULE 35, DECEMBER 7, 2017

A RESOLUTION

Designating December 4, 2017, as “Grange Recognition Day” in Pennsylvania.
 Whereas, The National Grange of the Order of Patrons of Husbandry, which was 
founded December 4, 1867, is celebrating its sesquicentennial anniversary in 2017 and 
2018; and
 Whereas, The Grange was founded as an organization created to promote the eco-
nomic, social, family values and community interests of farmers and other rural Ameri-
cans; and
 Whereas, The outcomes of Grange advocacy have a positive impact on our nation to-
day as a result of accomplishments such as rural free delivery of mail to rural families, 
the expansion of rural electrification and the promotion of the Cooperative Extension 
System and agricultural institutions of higher education; and
 Whereas, The Grange currently advocates for enhancing rural health care and ex-
panding broadband, cellular telephone and Internet services to rural areas; and
 Whereas, Two of the Grange’s original seven founders, Reverend Aaron B. Grosh and 
William M. Ireland, who were laid to rest in Marietta and Philadelphia respectively, were 
residents of this Commonwealth; and
 Whereas, Keystone State leadership continues to this day with Commonwealth resi-
dent Betsy Huber currently serving as the first woman president of the Grange; and
 Whereas, Some high-profile Grange members include President Harry S. Truman, 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and painter Norman 
Rockwell; and
 Whereas, Currently, Nirvana bassist Krist Novoselic serves as President of the Grays 
River Grange in Washington State; and
 Whereas, The Grange continues to be a positive advocate for rural America and an 
active community-building force nationally and in this Commonwealth since 1873 when 
the first Grange, Eagle Grange, in Lycoming County, was established; therefore be it
 Resolved, That the House of Representatives designate December 4, 2017, the ses-
quicentennial anniversary of the Grange’s founding, as “Grange Recognition Day” in 
Pennsylvania to recognize the contribution of the Grange to our nation and this Com-
monwealth.
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STONY POINT GRANGE #1694  
 Members of Stony Point Grange 
#1694 prepared and served meals 
to more than 100 clients of the 
Good Shepherd Center in Green-
ville, PA on Presidents’ Day as one 
of their annual community service 
projects

BRANDYWINE GRANGE #60
 On February 14, 2018, State 
Senator Andy Dinniman and fel-
low members of the Brandywine 
Grange #60 recently raised $1,000 
for the Coatesville Police Depart-
ment to be used for bulletproof 
vests for officers.

 Dinniman and Grange mem-
bers presented the check to Coates-
ville Police Chief Jack Laufer. “This 
is our small way of saying thank 
you,” Marie Leach, Grange Mas-
ter, said. “All of the members of our 
Grange support our police and the 
great work they do.”

 Dinniman, a member of the 

Grange, called the donation a 
great way to show the organiza-
tion’s respect and appreciation of 
law enforcement. “Our police offi-
cers and law enforcement person-
nel do not have an easy job,” Din-
niman said. “They have a duty to 
protect our communities, families, 

and children at all hours of 
the day and night. In turn, 
members of the Grange felt 
they had an obligation to 
do what they could to en-
sure that our police have 
the latest tools and gear to 
stay safe while on the job.” 

BAILEYVILLE GRANGE 
#1991
 Pictured are Mas-
ter Charles Richards and 
Junior Granger Isabella 

Boone, with her FFA Jacket this 
year, at the PA farm show in Jan-

uary. Baileyville Grange 
#1991 sponsored her jack-
et; way to go Isabella!

KEYSTONE GRANGE #2
Keystone Grange would 
like to invite everyone to 
come visit us during our 
coming events:
May 16th: Regular meet-
ing (Memorial program 

with Reverand Martha Kriebel). 
May 28th: Memorial Day Parade 
(Main Street Trappe – 9am) Key-
stone Grange will be represented 
in the parade and will host an in-
formation booth at Waterworks 
Park. 
June 2nd: Granden Party/Farm 
Stand Grand Opening – Speakers 
House (10a-2p). 
June 20th: Regular Meeting – 
PECO energy audits for homeown-
ers. For additional information on 
any of our events, please contact 
Keystone President, Gene Zvarick, 
at 484-948-6916

CALIFORNIA GRANGE #941
 The National Grange celebrat-
ed its 150th anniversary in 2017; 
while the Pennsylvania Califor-
nia Grange #941 celebrated their 

127th anniversary. We honored its 
many members who were celebrat-
ing milestones in their own mem-
bership!

 Not pictured: Alice Durlin: 
65 yrs, June Reich: 60 yrs, Rob-

Photo above: Francis Kessler: 45 yrs, Dottie 
Ulrich: 25yrs, Cynthia Pfleegor: 45yrs, 

Ruth & Leroy Cotner. Row 2: Alice Cotner, 
25yrs, Paul & Ruth Auten, 25 yrs, Barry 

Durlin: 30 yrs

Pictured above, left to right:  Jason Gruber, Ralph Boyd, 
Martha Gruber, Ken Ammann, Kathy Ammann, and 

Stan Gruber.  Missing from photo – Ruth Fulton.

Photo above: David Fry: 25 yrs, Jessie 
White: 30 yrs, Barbara Fry: 30yrs. Row 2: 
Mary Lou Murray: 60 yrs, Carolyn Fisher: 
10 yrs, Joe Murray: 60 yrs, Robert Fry: 30 

yrs
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ert Pardoe, Jr: 55yrs, Lou Bower-
sox: 40 yrs, Byron & Joyce Roth: 
30 yrs, Sam Ulrich: 25 yrs, Becky 
Schreck: 20 yrs, Delores Yost: 15 
yrs, Jennie Hagerman: 15 yrs, Ka-
tie Finn: 10 yrs, Don & Mona Cot-
ner: 5 yrs.
 California Grange also had 4 
new members conferred degrees 
in our celebratory year of 2017.

Photo above: Gail Summers, Mary Hall, 
Robert Fry, Master; Robert Whitmoyer, & 

Roy David Whitmoyer

1972 Edition (reprinted in 2012)
$24.00 each (includes S&H)

2010 Edition
$22.00 each (includes S&H)

1984 Edition
$17.00 each (includes S&H)

1950 Edition
$17.00 each (includes S&H) 

To order a Grange Cookbook, 
please contact the Grange at:

20 Erford Road, Suite 216
Lemoyne, PA  17043

1-717-737-8855
www.pagrange.org (for order form)

Pennsylvania State Grange Cookbooks

 The following information is for 
Pennsylvania State Session (October 
19-21, 2018):

HOTEL:
Pittsburgh Marriott North
(Headquarters for 2018 State Session)
ADDRESS:
100 Cranberry Woods
Cranberry Twp., Pa.   16066
RESERVATION PHONE NUMBER: 
1-800-228-9290.

ROOM RATES:
Grangers are $124.95 per night.

Full service hotel, refrigerator in all 
rooms, complete with full hot break-
fast buffet for each person in the re-
served room, and free parking.

YOU MUST IDENTIFY YOUR-
SELF and mention that you 
are attending the Pennsylva-
nia State Grange Convention 
in October at the Pittsburgh 
Marriott North.

If you fail to do so you may 
end up paying a higher rate.
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GRANGE PURSUES ITS COMMUNITY 
SERVICE MISSION
PLEASE NOTE:  As part of its mission 
of community service, Pennsylvania  
State Grange was happy to assist the 
PA State Council of Farm Organizations 
and the PA Department of Agriculture 

in promoting greater understanding of food safety rules on the farm.  Special 
thanks goes to Granges that hosted the events – Lewistown Grange #1639 
(Tamaqua in Schuylkill County); Kutztown Grange #1836 (Berks County) and 
Red Lion Grange #1781 (York County) and to the Bedford Grange Mutual In-
surance Company in Bedford County.

 Farmers hold a special moral 
place in American society.  In addi-
tion to being the core of many rural 
communities, farmers are the con-
servation stewards of the land.  They 
have also taken on the responsibility 
of feeding the United States and the 
world.  With that comes the moral 
high ground when a farmer knows 
that he or she produces a steady, de-
pendable, and safe supply of food.

 Most farmers subscribe already 
to practices and procedures pro-
tecting food from being contaminat-
ed at its source. That is good news 
but it is tempered by the fact that 
46% of food-related illnesses requir-
ing medical care and/or hospitaliza-
tion between 1998 and 2006 can be 
traced back to a farm.  It is a sobering 
thought.  

 Enter the Food Safety Moderniza-
tion Act (FSMA), a U.S. law that sets 
forth standards of food safety for pro-
duce growers.  Administered federally 

by the U.S. Food & Drug Administra-
tion, FSMA specifies practices on:

• Worker Health and Hygiene
• Water Used in Agriculture
• Soil Amendments of Animal Ori-

gin (manure)
• Domestic Animals in the Growing 

Area
• Wild Animals in the Growing Area
• Equipment, Tools and Storage 

Buildings

 There are also rules on safe 
transport of produce to a processor 
or restaurant if the farmer does the 
transporting.  The law is expansive 
but so is the risk of contaminating 
food at its source because of an inad-
vertent practice in growing, harvest-
ing or storing produce.

RULES SEEN AS COMMON SENSE

 At first, compliance sounds like 
yet another requirement and more 
re-tooling of the farming operation 
but not necessarily according to Nan-

cy Jury, Assistant Director of the PA 
Department of Agriculture Bureau 
of Food Safety.  Speaking to a Food 
Safety Workshop sponsored by the 
PA State Council of Farm Organiza-
tions March 1 in Bedford, Pennsylva-
nia, Jury said “The Food Safety Mod-
ernization Act can also be called ‘The 
Common Sense Rule’.  “Most farm-
ers employ these best practices any-
way because their goal is food safe-
ty too.  What FSMA does is provide 
a checklist of proper procedures and 
some record-keeping.  Once a farm-
er assesses his or her operations, the 
FSMA Rule is not a burden.”

 According to Jury, most provi-
sions of the Food Safety Moderniza-
tion Act are common sense.  Some of 
the examples she gave were:

• Do not plant fruits and vegeta-
bles where runoff from cattle or 
dairy operations can take place.

• Do not spray pesticides and ap-
ply fertilizers if there is a chance 
that it will drift into the pro-
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duce-growing area.
• Where possible, do not use wood-

en containers and equipment. 
Use plastic containers where 
there is direct contact with pro-
duce.  Plastic can be cleaned but 
wood cannot be completely san-
itized.  

• Do wash hands after using the 
toilet, before returning to work 
after a break or meal, and after 
touching animals or any animal 
waste.

• Do not let harvested produce be-
come a magnet for infestation.  
For example, keep space between 
produce bins and walls to allow 
for spotting any sort of rodent in-
festation.

• Do protect crops from wildlife as 
much as possible.  It is impossi-
ble to do this 100% because deer 
are deer and migratory birds, 
well, migrate.

 According to the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), 50% of all the 
produce food poisoning outbreaks 
from 1996-2004 originated from 
leafy greens and sprouts.  Ten per-
cent came from melons and ten per-
cent came from tomatoes.  Jury said 
that those kinds of produce have the 
greatest risk of being contaminat-
ed.  Although the incidence is low for 
many other fruits and vegetables, it 
pays to be cautious she said.

 A major part of compliance is 
simply making farmers aware of pos-
sible risks of which they had not pre-
viously been aware.  One example is 
bringing cantaloupes in from the sun 
to a water cleaning area.  If the water 
is much cooler than the temperature 
outside, the cantaloupe will absorb 

some of the water through its skin.  If 
the water is dirty, the melon is con-
taminated.  That might not normally 

be noticed but an inspection would 
quickly spot that risk.

HOW COMPLIANCE WILL WORK

 The Food and Drug Administra-
tion gave the PA Department of Agri-
culture the authority to help farmers 
comply.  This is done in stages with 
advance education being critical.  The 
Department will look at the farm op-
eration informally to point out prac-
tices needing improvement.  Later 
begins the formal inspection phase.  
The Department is working with the 
largest operations first starting in 
2018.  Farmers markets and pick 
your own operations are also gov-
erned by this law. Formal inspections 
are not expected to begin until 2019. 
By 2020, farms with over $25,000 in 
gross produce sales are expected to 
comply.  

 The PA Department of Agricul-
ture intends to offer assistance to 
farmers in 2018 and beyond to help 
them prepare for inspections.  This 
will take the form of “On-Farm Read-
iness Reviews”, or OFRRs.  The OF-
RRs will provide farm-
ers an opportunity to 
learn on which practic-
es they need to improve 
or adopt in order to be 
able to pass an inspec-
tion.  These OFRRs are 
voluntary and free of 
charge and PA Depart-
ment of Agriculture 
food safety staff will 
perform the OFRRs, 
not the FDA.

 Farmers should note that there 
are some new FSMA record-keeping 
responsibilities.  

 There must be documentation 
that workers received training on 
hygiene and sanitary procedures.  
There must be periodic testing of 
water not coming from a municipal-
ity.  The type of testing is still being 
worked on by the FDA in order to find 
an accessible and affordable test for 
farmers to use. The tests look for E 
coli.  One important rule is that ev-
ery farm above the $25,000 threshold 
of gross produce sales must have a 
person who has gone through formal 
training (such as from Extension).

 For further information, please 
contact Nancy Jury at 717-787-4315; 
njury@pa.gov. A web site outlining 
Food Safety Modernization require-
ments may be found at 
www.eatsafepa.com 

FDA: https://www.fda.gov/Food/
GuidanceRegulation/FSMA/default.
htm

 

Vince Phillips is the lobbyist for the 
Pennsylvania State Grange.  He has 
lobbied in PA since 1989, coming from 
the Nation’s Capitol where, among 
other things, he served on President 
Reagan’s Transition Team and held a 
Reagan Administration appointment 
at USDA.

Vince Phillips
717-737-8855 or 
legislation@pagrange.org 
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Back to the Land:

Dig Deeper!
Vertical Gardening in the Urban Environment
Guest writer: Rodale Institute (http://rodaleinstitute.org)

 Most urban centers across the 
United States have been labeled as 
“food deserts” where city residents 
do not have access to local, fresh 
produce. Food is transported to 
city centers by the truckloads from 
tens and even thousands of miles 
away. Oftentimes, these materials 
arrive close to or past their expira-
tion and the condition of the food 
is questionable. As a result, city 

residents, which account for 81% 
of the US population, are provided 
with low quality produce.
 
 Urban gardening and farming 
has risen in the last decade with 
increasing support from city of-
ficials, community leaders, uni-
versity faculty and students, the 
farming industry, and govern-
mental organizations. However, 
increasing green spaces and food 
production in urban environments 
is not without its challenges and 
risks. The two leading obstacles 
for city residents to safely grow 

their own food are: (1) availability 
of space, and (2) soil free from tox-
ic substances. Industry over the 
last century has dominated urban 
land, which has led to a rise in 
soil contaminated with a variety of 
substances such as heavy metals, 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons 
(PAHs), polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs), and volatile organic com-
pounds (VOCs).

Challenges and risks associated 
with urban gardening and farm-
ing

• Space availability
• Lack of resources (building 

materials, soil, water seeds or 
transplants)

• Adequate sunlight for plant 
production

• Extreme heat during summer 
months

• Clean soil free of toxic sub-
stances

 
 Recent interests in food pro-
duction in urban environments 
have prompted a re-evaluation of 
soil safety, economic incentives, 
and the best practices for urban 
gardening and agriculture. Urban 
gardening and recreational areas 
are constrained by space and re-
sources. In locations where there 
is limited room for raised beds or 
box plots, vertical gardening be-
comes an attractive alternative. 
The Rodale Institute has designed 
a number of prototypes for vertical 
gardening called “Growing Towers” 
and has installed them in the cit-
ies of Allentown and Philadelphia, 
PA.

Growing Towers – Rodale Insti-
tute Vertical Gardening Struc-
tures
 The growing towers are simple 
structures where the space avail-
able for plant production is built 
vertically in a column or rectan-
gular wall. The structure is held 
in place using weld-wire, carpen-
ter’s mesh or chain-linked fenc-
ing. The height and diameter can 
vary depending on space availabil-
ity and plant production needs. A 
material such as gardening cloth, 
straw, light-weight fabric or thin 
cardboard is placed on the inner 
periphery of the tower to minimize 
soil loss. The tower is then back-
filled with clean compost-amended 
topsoil. Fruits, vegetables, herbs 
and flowers can be transplanted 
into the sides of the tower while 
transplanting or direct-seeding 
can occur in the top of the tower af-
ter the structure is built and ready 
for production. Maintenance and 
other common gardening practic-
es would apply after the column is 
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established and production is un-
derway.

Advantages of Using a Growing 
Tower

• Creates space vertically for 
plant production

• Minimizes the risks associated 
with soil contamination by re-
ducing contact and exposure

• Provides an additional option 
for urban gardening

• Increases natural beauty in a 
concrete environment

Tips for Building and Using 
Growing Towers
 The Rodale Institute has been 
growing fruits, vegetables, herbs 
and flowers in towers since 2014 
and has experienced a number of 
successes and failures while en-
hancing growing tower prototypes. 
Since then, the project managers 
and collaborators have identified 
a number of tips that will assist 
practitioners when building and 
maintaining growing towers.
   
Choosing cost-effective materi-
als: 
 There are several different 
types of materials that can be used 
to create the rigid, cylindrical or 
rectangular structure for growing 
towers. Each material will vary in 
cost and availability. Welded-wire 
for instance, which is used widely 
by the Rodale Institute, comes in 
all shapes and sizes. The most cost 
effective option for welded-wire is 
one that has a cell size of 2x4 inch-

es. The height of the wire ranges 
from 3-6 feet and the price adjusts 
according as the height increases. 
Other pliable wire such as chicken 
wire can also be used but this ma-
terial is less rigid and may buck-
le under the weight of the soil. 
Chain-linked fencing is common 
in city areas and could be adapted 
into a growing tower with permis-
sion from the owner. When build-
ing your tower, creativity could be 
your best tool.

Choosing which plants to grow:
 The towers presented here of-
fer a unique growing environment 
for fruits, vegetables, herbs and 
flowers. After two years of using 
the towers, the Rodale Institute 
has noticed that some plants grow 
better than others. A few of the top 
performers that had been planted 
on the side of the tower are kale, 
Swiss chard, parsley, cilantro, dill, 
and basil. Several other plants 
did well such as tomatoes, lettuce 
and peppers, but required greater 
attention with watering or train-
ing. Most plants had grown very 
well when planted on the top of 
the tower. When planting on the 
sides keep in mind the maximum 
size of the plant and expect larger 
plants to hang lower on the tower 
so be sure not to transplant larg-
er plants on top of smaller plants 
(e.g., tomatoes planted above dill).

Watering: 
 The vertical growing towers 
have a greater amount of surface 
area compared to standard box 
plots or raised beds and conse-

quently are exposed to more wind. 
This exposure can cause the towers 
to dry-out more quickly compared 
to areas in direct contact with soil. 
Frequent watering from the top 
of the tower will aid in maintain-
ing adequate moisture within the 
tower. Additional irrigation such 
as perforated PVC tubing inserted 
into the sides or a large container 
with holes on the bottom sunken 
into the soil from the top can be 
installed to provide water lower in 
the tower (see image).

Nutrient management: 
 One advantage of the growing 
tower is that the soil is minimally 
disturbed between growing sea-
sons; however, due to its design, 
amending the soil with compost 
or other soil amendments for nu-
trient management can be chal-
lenging, but there is a solution. 
Similar to watering, liquid soil 
amendments such as compost tea 
and fish emulsion or other liquid 
organic fertilizers can be applied 
throughout the tower using the 
water irrigation system previously 
mentioned.

Soil compaction: 
 The growing towers can be 
constructed as tall as six feet with 

a soil column weighing up to one 
ton. Even a three-foot tower could 
contain a cubic yard of soil with 
a weight of nearly one ton. The 
vertical design of the tower will 

“Back to the Land” continued on page 24
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cause issues with soil compaction 
that will make transplanting dif-
ficult within a growing season or 
between seasons. The Rodale In-
stitute is examining solutions for 
overcoming this obstacle and are 
finding that amending topsoil with 
compost, perlite and vermiculite 
can minimize compaction. Year-
ly additions of compost-amended 
soil between growing seasons onto 
the top of the tower is required. 
Other options are available but re-
quire greater skill when building 
the tower. For example, creating 
a column of straw or wood chips 
down the middle of the tower with 
4-6 inches of compost-amended 
soil on the periphery will greatly 
reduce weight and compaction.
   
 For more information about 
vertical gardening or if interested 
in building a vertical gardening, 
contact Rick Carr, Compost Pro-
duction Specialist, at rick.carr@
rodaleinstitute.org or Jesse Bar-
rett, Organic Allentown Program 
Manager, at jesse.barrett@roda-
leinstitute.org.

 This material is based upon 
work supported by the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
under Grant Agreement Number 
68-2D37-14-755. Any opinions, 
findings, conclusions, or recom-
mendations expressed in this pub-
lication are those of the author(s) 
and do not necessarily reflect the 
view of the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture.

“Back to the Land” continued from page 23

become available.   Since our last 
report in the Grange News, an ad-
ditional contribution to the work 
of the History Committee has been 
received from Lycoming County 
Pomona #28.   More contributions 
from Granges and individuals are 
needed and may be sent any time 
to committee treasurer: Anna May 
Nauss, 10 W. Schoolside Drive, 
Mechanicsburg, PA  17055.

Doug Bonsall, Chair
Pennsylvania State Grange 
History Committee
douglas.b@verizon.net

“History Committee” continued from page 7

Lobbyist, would like to get the 
e-mail of people across the state 
that would like to keep up with 
the happenings in Harrisburg. He 
could then contact you and ask 
that you contact your Legislators 
as the need arises on various po-
litical issues that may affect you.
 
 The Pennsylvania State Grange 
office sent out a form requesting 
information on your local commit-
tee people. Please include e-mail 
addresses where possible. This 
will help us include more in the 
loop and help build that commu-
nications bridge.

 We’ve set a goal, we are trying 
to provide the tools to attain the 
goal, now let’s all be Do-er’s and 
make it happen! 
IT’S THE GRANGE WAY!!

Fraternally,
Wayne Campbell
Pennsylvania State Grange 
President 

“President’s Desk” continued from page 4

Placing a classified ad or 
business card ad in the 

PENNSYLVANIA GRANGE NEWS 
is incredibly easy! Just fill out 
the order form on the inside 
back cover, write out your 
check (made payable to 

Pennsylvania State Grange), 
and mail your 

order and payment to the State 
Grange office at: 

Pennsylvania Grange News 
20 Erford Road, Suite 216

 Lemoyne, PA  17043

Classified Ads & 
Business Card Ads:

Classified ads and business 
cards are Pennsylvania State 

Grange “Members Only”!
 • Classified rates are 

incredibly affordable at only 
$20 for the first 30 words / 
.50¢ each additional word.

 
 • Business Card rates are 

$375 for the entire year 
(only $62.50 per issue)!

C L A S S I F I E D  & 
B U S I N E S S  C A R D 

A DV E R T I S E M E N T S

Now Is The Time!

24 May/June 2018



• X  Time to use management practices.
• (1) Destroying all Ailanthus trees (Tree of Heaven) may result in spotted lanternfly 

moving to surrounding plants and increase the pest pressure on them. It is recom-
mended about 10% of Ailanthus trees are left alive to serve as trap trees to attract the 
spotted lanternflies. Leave only male trees if possible.

• (2) Ailanthus trees will re-sprout vigorously from cut stumps and roots, unless they are 
treated with a systemic herbicide. Repeat applications of herbicide may be necessary.

• (3) Always read herbicide and insecticide labels and follow the directions.
• (4) Before you move outdoor items from the quarantine area, check for spotted lan-

ternfly egg masses, adults, and nymphs and destroy them. Use the checklist at the 
Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture’s Checklist for Residents Living in Spotted 
Lanternfly Quarantine Areas.

try to kill all the female Ailanthus 
altissima trees, because they pro-
duce seed and contribute to the 
spread of this invasive tree. Be 
careful handling Ailanthus altis-

sima wood, leaves, and branch-
es. Chemicals in the sap of this 
tree can cause headaches, nau-
sea, and possible heart problems. 
Wear gloves and protect yourself 
from exposure. When you cut 
down Ailanthus altissima trees, 
they will sprout profusely from 
the stumps and can grow back in 
a few years. Because they regen-
erate so easily, it is highly recom-
mended that you treat the stumps 
with a herbicide to kill them and 
prevent them from sprouting new 
shoots. Herbicides that are la-
belled for this use usually contain 
one of the following active ingredi-
ents: triclopyr, dicamba, imazapyr 
or glyphoshate. Use the herbicide 
carefully and according to the la-
bel directions. Alternative meth-
ods for using herbicides to kill 
Ailanthus altissima trees include 
foliar sprays, basal bark appli-
cations, and a method called frill 
application or “hack and squirt.” 
Whatever method you choose, re-
member that you will have dead 
Ailanthus trees which may even-
tually have to be removed.

3. Treat Remaining Trees: Treat 
the remaining Ailanthus altissi-
ma trees with a systemic insecti-
cide that will move throughout the 
tree. The insecticide must be ap-
plied according to the label and at 
the right time of year for the trees 
to absorb it. When spotted lan-

ternflies feed on correctly treated 
trees, they will die. Systemic in-
secticides that are labelled to treat 
ornamental trees usually contain 
the active ingredients dinotefuran 
or imidacloprid. The PDA is using 

dinotefuran 
in their IPM 
strategy.

T r e a t i n g 
only a few 
trap trees 
with a sys-
temic prod-
uct can re-
duce the 
amount of 
insecticide 
released into 
the environ-
ment and 
may help 
c o n s e r v e 
b e n e f i c i a l 
insects. 

 This article is reprinted from the 
Penn State Extension website: https://
extension.psu.edu/spotted-lanternfly
 
 Please see the next issue for addi-
tional information.

AUTHORS:
EMELIE SWACKHAMER
Extension Educator, Green Industry 
Expertise:
Horticulture, Diagnosis of Plant Prob-
lems, Lycorma delicatula (spotted lan-
ternfly), Estimating and Bidding for 
Landscape Installation, Green Infra-
structure

AMY KORMAN
Extension Educator 
Expertise
Entomology, Integrated Pest Manage-
ment, Lycorma delicatula (Spotted Lan-
ternfly)

Additional resources:
h t t p s : / / e x t e n s i o n . p s u . e d u /
p e s t s - a n d - d i s e a s e s / p e s t - d i s -
ease-and-weed-identification/see-all-
pest-disease-and-weed-identification/
shopby/spotted-lanternfly

http://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Plants_
Land_Water/PlantIndustry/Entomol-
ogy/spotted_lanternfly/Pages/default.
aspx

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/re-
sources/pests-diseases/hungry-pests/
the-threat/spotted-lanternfly/spot-
ted-lanternfly

(Spotted Lanternfly Management Calendar)

“Spotted Lanternfly” continued from page 2

(Ailanthus altissima “Tree of Heaven” identification)
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Logan #109
Cindy Cain
Brooke Corl
David Renninger
Sylvia Wellar
Union #152
Penny Carpenetti
Alyssa Clark
Victor #159
Ken Shope
Lilae Shope
New Vernon #608
Amber White
Girard #788
Vicki Brown
Kenneth Shugarts
Violet Shugarts
Center Hills #885
Judith Shugarts
Jeffrey Shugarts
East Lynn #1263
Susan Cox
Robert Cox
Jefferson #1373
Peg Shultz
Burgettstown #1502
Allen Dahl
Kimmerlings #1529
Colleen Walmer
Justin Simmons
Thomas Walmer
Jonathan Reilly
Hillcrest #1674
Keith Grim
Kathryn Grim
Gouglersville #1743
Amanda Schaeffer
Emma Schaeffer
Abigail Scheaffer
Lizzy Schaeffer
Colon Kerschner
Trexlertown #1755
Ted Silar 
Pioneer #1777
Michael Covey
Liberty #1780
William McGregor
Ted Kosciuszko
Nancy Kosciuszko
Red Lion #1781
Krista Moyer
Perry Valley #1804
Wendy Weyant
Ridgeview #1948
James Fosbrink Jr.
Baileyville #1991
Tina Henry
Barbara Deibler
Justin Kocher
David Kocher
Karen Poorman
Bryan Poorman

Big Knob #2008
Luke Chambers

(Correction: Last month we printed 
that Carol Sullivan joined Canasara-
go Grange. She actually joined South 
Auburn Grange #1188)

IN MEMORIAM 

Keystone #2
Ernest Yocum
Canasarago #27
C. Lamont Wallis
Ruth Wallis
Russellville #91
Adalyne Woodward
Logan #109
Clare I. Houtz
Union #152
Retha Stone
Marion #223
Dean Rogers
New Vernon #608
Marjorie Bindas
Frank Cochran
Milford #773
Reba Sigler
Gibson #798
William Bonham
Raymond Wallace
Lincoln #914
Sarah Carberry
Labor #1068
Betty Berry
Oliver #1069
Patti Tressler
Buckhorn #1119
Frank Yetsko
Victoria #1193
Sterry Root
East Lynn #1263
Mildred Gobe
Larry J. Tuel
Kimberton #1304
Carolyn Ellis
Lois Moore
Charlotte M. Tinney
Jefferson #1373
Louis Yobbi
Carmichaels #1389
William Dolan
Harveys-Aleppo #1444
Jean Lantz
East New Castle #1536
Anna Mae Kerr
Gouglersville #1743
Mary Althouse
Norman Ebersole
Liberty #1780
Florence Graham

Spring Church #1803
Frank Rodnicki
Virginville #1832
Olive Dietrich
Fleetwood #1839
Ray Balthaser
Darlene Moser
South Buffalo #1908
Karen Crawford
Pauline Ashbaugh
Ridgeview #1948
Dorothy Sanner
Montour Valley #2005
David McNees
Cochranton #2030
Erba Burlingame
Roaring Creek #2041
Harold J. Hafer
Joan Keith
Laurel Point #915
Amy Stitt
Edinboro #947
Joyce Nye
Elk Creek #997
Martha Rickard
Sebring #1047
Cora Vandyke
Big Creek #1559
Alfred Feuerstein
Schnecksville #1684
Curtis Schneck
Harmony #1692
Emma J. Plastow
Mifflin #1725
Ray Snyder
John Mowery
Long Branch Comm. #2072
Bryce Jones
Mahoning Valley Grange #1649
Wayne McAnlis
Lois McAnlis
California #941
Dorothy Ulrich

SENIOR BIRTHDAYS

Dayton Grange #1819
Aliene Busard 1921
California Grange #941
Helen Hummel  1927
Mary Belle Kamsler  1928
Gladys Durlin  1924
Byron Roth  1928
Fran Kessler  1923
Elsie Mae Meehan  1927



C L A S S I F I E D  &  B U S I N E S S  C A R D  A DV E R T I S E M E N T S
Order Form

 Placing a classified ad or business card ad in the PENNSYLVANIA GRANGE NEWS is incredibly easy! 
Just fill out this order form, write out your check (made payable to Pennsylvania State Grange), and mail 
your order and payment to the State Grange office at: 
Pennsylvania Grange News • 20 Erford Road, Suite 216 • Lemoyne, PA  17043.

Classified Ads & Business Card Ads: Classified ads and business cards are Pennsylvania State Grange 
“Members Only”!
 • Classified rates are incredibly affordable at only $20 for the first 30 words / .50¢ each additional word. 
 • Business Card rates are $375 for the entire year (only $62.50 per issue)!

______Business Card Ad  ______Classified Ad (please check one)
Category (Please tell us a category you’d like your classified ad to be in)____________________________________
(For Business Cards, please include your business card with your order form and payment)

Please don’t forget to include your phone number, so we can contact you if we have questions.

6-13th: Farm Show
   (Harrisburg)

National Grange Month
5-8th: Young Adults 
 Weekend

Dairy Month
29-July 1st: Youth Camp
   (Howard)

1-7th: Junior Camp
   (Howard)
19-22nd: Family Festival
   (Centre Hall)

14-16th: Penn State Ag 
 Progress Days. 
 (Pennsylvania Furnace)

19-21st: State Grange 
  Session (Butler)

13-17: 152nd National 
 Grange Session 
 (Vermont)

16-18th: Mid-Atlantic 
 Leaders Conference
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WHAT CAN THE GRANGE DO  FOR YOU?

BENEFITS

National Grange Benefits
• Choice Hotels International: Members save 20%
• Constellation Energy: Switch to CE and receive a $50 Visa Prepaid Card
• CVS Caremark: Savings up to 50% with CVS RxSavings Plus Card
• National Grange Travel Center
• Safeguard Complete: Members receive 50% off first year 
•TSYS Merchant Solutions

Pennsylvania State Grange Benefits
• American Income Life: All members receive a $3000 Accidental Death 
Benefit
• Avis Rental Car: Discounted Member rates
• BJ’s Wholesale Club: Save $15 on Base, or $30 on Rewards Membership, 
plus 1 free month 
• Comfort Keepers In-Home Care
• Fastenal: Member discounts up to 40% off specific products
• Vision Insurance
• AgraCo: Member discount of 5% on fly traps/mosquito patches
• Country Home Products: Member discount of 5% on all phone orders
• Florian Tools: Member discount of 10% on all tools
• Rohrer Seeds: Member discount of 5% on all seeds

The PA State Grange also offers scholarships and interest free loans

Contact the Pennsylvania State 
Grange office with questions 

about becoming a member...and 
start enjoying the many benefits 

of being a Grange Member...
immediately!

Pennsylvania State 
Grange

www.pagrange.org
1 (717) 737-8855


