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American Values.
Hometown Roots.

This Guide includes all contest and programs for 2024-2025
Please retain this document for future reference.
This information can be downloaded from our website. 
www.pagrange.org.
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All entries must be made within the current Grange year, but in time for your local judging.

Entering:
· All contests are open to all Subordinate and Junior Grange members, and will be judged together, male and/or female.
· Work must be entirely that of the contestant’s name on the label. 
· Enter as many contests as you wish, only ONE entry in each class.
· NO STRAIGHT PINS – if an entry contains straight pins, it will be disqualified, use Safety Pins only.

Judging:
· Entries are to be judged at the Subordinate Grange level unless every Subordinate Grange in one Pomona chooses to have all their entries judged at the Pomona level.
· If you do have Subordinate Grange judging, the first-place entry would then be sent to the Pomona for judging.
· First place winners at the Pomona level will be sent to State Session in October to be judged.
· SEND all Quilts and Quilt Blocks to State Session for judging. They may be judged on the Subordinate and Pomona level if you wish to give recognition to those who entered them. However, regardless of placing, send ALL to State Session for judging there.
· If there are only one or two entries, they will be awarded first and second place with the first-place winner being sent on to the next level for judging. This has always been, and still is the policy of the Grange.

Awards:
· Ribbons and cash awards will be presented in each contest at the state level. In case there is a tie, the level of difficulty will determine the winner. The decision of the judges is final.

1st. Place – Blue Ribbon - $20.00
2nd Place – Red Ribbon - $15.00
3rd Place – White Ribbon - $10.00

Labeling:	
· Please include the following information on the designated paper label before attaching it to the entry:
· DO NOT sew the label on the entries, fold the label over and please use safety pins.

	Inside Label:
Name
Address
Telephone number with Area Code
Grange Name and Number
	Outside of Label:
County Name
Contest Title
Class Number




Please use the designated label on all entries.


	QUILT BLOCKS
Class 1:	2024 – Southern Belle
   	 Pieced - Color scheme – All Blue & White in printed and plain fabrics
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Class 1:	2025 – The Crayon Box
   Pieced - Color scheme – 8 basic colors of the crayons

Must be 12½" X 12½" finished square, which includes ¼" seam allowance. 
1. Must be the designated pattern and color scheme as shown on the instruction sheet. 
2. Must be 100% cotton. 
3. Wash fabric before using to control bleeding and shrinkage. 
4. Judging of TOP only!!
5. All blocks are to be sent to state session for judging. Subordinate and Pomona elimination is not necessary.
6. Blocks WILL NOT be returned. They will be used by the Family Activities for future quilts. 
7. Entries will be judged on workmanship, creativity and general appearance. 



	QUILT CONTEST
Division A	Quilt - Minimum 60" X 60" – Maximum 120" X 120"
	Class 2	Quilts entirely hand quilted by an individual
	Class 3	Quilts entirely hand quilted by a group of Grangers

Division B	Baby / Crib Quilt -min 34" x 38" max. 48" X 60"
	Class 4	Hand Quilted
	Class 5	Machine Quilted
	Class 6	Pre-Printed Top

Division C	Wall Hangings – maximum size 48" X 48" 
	Class 7	Hand quilted 
	Class 8	Machine Quilted 
	Class 9	Pre-Printed Top

Division D	Machine Quilt - Minimum 60" X 60" maximum 120" X 120" 
	Class 10	Machine constructed and quilted, judge quilt top only

Division E	Preprinted Top Quilt - Minimum 60" X 60" maximum 120" X 120"
	Class 11	Pre-Printed Quilt Top, all work must be done by hand

1. No precut quilt kits, No tied quilts. 
2. Quilted items must contain batting. You may use any brand quilt batting that you choose.
3. All quilt contest items in Divisions A, B, C, D, and E are to be sent to State Session for judging. No Subordinate or Pomona elimination is necessary for this contest.
4. Judging on TOP only!!
5. Entries will be judged on workmanship, general appearance, and suitability of article for purpose.
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2024 BAKING / COOKING CONTEST -- Attach the recipe to your entry label.

Class 12:  Blueberry Muffins
Class 13:  Pumpkin Whoopie Pies 
Class 14:  Cereal Candy

1. Place 4 muffins on a paper plate.
2. Place 4 whoopie pies on a paper plate.
3. Place 6 pieces of cereal candy on paper plate.
4. Entries will be judged on texture and taste.
5. All food articles must be made from scratch recipes. NO store mixes or store purchases can be used.
6. After judging, entries will be the property of the Family Activities Committee.
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2025 BAKING / COOKING CONTEST -- Attach the recipe to your entry label.

Class 12:  Scones – Any Flavor – 3 per plate
Class 13:  White Chocolate Macadamia Nut Cookies – 6 per plate
Class 14:  Divinity Candy – Any Flavor – 6 pieces per plate

1. Place 3 scones on a paper plate
2. Place 6 cookies on paper plate.
3. Place 6 pieces of candy on paper plate.
4. Entries will be judged on texture and taste.
5. All food articles must be made from scratch recipes. NO store mixes or store purchases can be used.
6. After judging, entries they will be the property of the FAC.

2024-2025 AFGHAN CONTEST

Full size (min. 42" x 55" max. 60" x 72") 2 Classes
Class 15A:  Crochet; Class 15B – Knitted

Baby Afghan (max. size 45" x 45") 2 Classes
Class 16A:  Crochet; Class 16B – Knitted

1. Afghans can be knitted or crocheted with any brand of yarn you choose. NO machine work.
2. Follow the gauge of yarn and needle to keep within the correct sizes for competition.
3. Entries will be judged on workmanship, suitability of article and general appearance.

2024-2025 EMBROIDERY, CROSS STITCH, PLASTIC CANVAS

Class 17:  Embroidery 
Class 18:  Cross Stitch
	18A – 9” x 12” and Under
	18B – 9” x 12” and Over
Class 19:  Counted Cross Stitch – Aida Cloth Only
	19C – 9” x 12” and Under
	19D – 9” x 12” and Over



Class 20:  Plastic Canvas Needlepoint

1.	Class 17, 18 and 19 you can use any brand floss you desire.
2.	Class 20 you can use any brand of yarn you desire and there is no size restrictions.
3. Entries will be judged on workmanship, general appearance, and creativity.

2024-2025 COTTON THREAD CONTEST

Class 21:  Doilies / Centerpieces

1.	Must be hand crocheted, knitted or tatted with any brand of cotton crochet thread.
2.	Entries will be judged on workmanship, suitability of article and general appearance.

2024 TIN PUNCHING

Class 21A:  Large Art (min 10”x10”, max 16”x16”)
Class 21B:  Small Art (under 10”x10”)

1. Must be hand made by entrant, no kits.
2. Pattern and design of your choice.
3. Entries will be judged on workmanship, creativity, and general appearance.

2024 BELTS

Class 22:  Women’s Belt
Class 23:  Men’s Belt

1. Can be made with any material (leather, cloth, beads, etc.)
2. No size restrictions
3. Entries will be judged on general appearance, workmanship, and creativity.
4. Must be done by entrant, NO KITS.

2024 STENCILING

Class 24:  Wood 
Class 25:  Slate
Class 26:  Fabric
Class 27:  Glass

1. Can be design of your choice
2. Any size up to 16”x20”
3. Entries will be judged on general appearance, workmanship, and creativity.
4. Must be done by entrant, NO KITS.
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2025 WINE BOTTLES

Class 21A:  Wine Bottle – Painted 
Class 21B:  Wine Bottle – Painted with Lights

Class 22A:  Wine Bottle -- Decorated
Class 22B:  Wine Bottle – Decorated with Lights

1. Must be hand made by entrant, no kits.
2. Pattern and design of your choice.
3. Entries will be judged on workmanship, creativity, and general appearance.

2025 MACRAME WALL HANGING

Class 23:  Macrame Wall Hanging – Large (Min. 17 x 17 – Max 24 x 24)
Class 24:  Macrame Wall Hanging – Small (Min. 10 x 10 – Max 16 x 16)

2025 BURLAP

Class 25:  Burlap – Ornament – Max 6” 
Class 26:  Burlap – Wreath – Max 18” dim 
Class 27:  Burlap – Table Decoration – Max 12” high x 12” long 

1. Can be made with any material (leather, cloth, beads, etc.)
2. Entries will be judged on general appearance, workmanship, and creativity.
3. Must be done by entrant, NO KITS.


2024 QUILT BLOCK – “SOUTHERN BELLE”

Color Scheme: all in BLUE AND WHITE FABRICS IN PRINTED AND PLAIN FABRICS

1. Finished block is a minimum of 12 ½ X 12 ½ inches square after completion and it is ironed. It MUST be the designated pattern and color scheme as shown on the instruction sheet.

2. Must be 100% cotton.
3. Wash fabric before using to control bleeding and shrinkage.
4. Judging of TOP only!
5. All blocks are to be sent to state session for judging. Subordinate and Pomona elimination is not necessary.
6. Blocks WILL NOT be returned. They will be used by the Family Activities for future quilts.
7. Entries will be judged on workmanship, creativity, and general appearance.

[image: ]Cutting Chart:    Pattern of pieces

A:  7 ¼ inch – cut diagonally into 4 pieces

B:  6 7/8 inch – cut diagonally into 2 pieces

C:  7 ¼ inch – cut diagonally into 4 pieces

D:  6 7/8 inch – cut diagonally into 2 pieces






	Shows how to sew it together
	Finished Square – 12 ½ inches
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2025 QUILT BLOCK – “THE CRAYON BOX”

Color Scheme: all the original basic 8 colors of the crayon box using easy prints and solids making it look colorful yet soft to the eyes. You can also use white for the center. Finished block MUST measure 12 ½” X 12 ½”: inches square at completion and is ironed.

[image: ]Cutting Chart:    Pattern of pieces

A:  4 ½ inch – inch square – solid color

B:  2 X 6 ½ inch – Medium light solid
C:  2 X 6 ½ inch – – Medium light print

D:  2 X 6 ½ inch – Medium darker solid
E:  2 X 6 ½ inch – – Medium darker print

F:  2 X 6 ½ inch – Dark solid
G:  2 X 6 ½ inch – – Dark print

Note: Can use an assortment of mediums for B, C, C and E

	Shows how to sew it together
	Finished Square – 12 ½ inches
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FAMILY ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE:
Cindy Schlegel, Co-Director, Berks County
Evelyn Cottrell, Co-Director, Susquehanna County
Michael Covey, Dauphin County
Christine Bomba, Susquehanna County
Kelly VanOrd, Warren County
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[bookmark: _Hlk81555218]Jenn Nauss, Lecturer
10 West Schoolside Drive 
Mechanicsburg PA 17055
717.512.1261
jnauss89@gmail.com

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

The role of the Lecturer, or Program Director, is to lead in the education of the Grange members and community. The Lecturer’s position is a very important one in the Grange. The Lecturer develops programs and activities to educate and engage those in attendance, and, in doing so, encourages current members to be more active and can play a powerful role in introducing the Grange to non-members in the community.  

The role of the PA State Grange Lecturer’s Department is to support the Subordinate and Pomona Lecturers and to serve as a resource for them. The Lecturer’s Committee has developed some new contests and programs in order to better support and reward Lecturers across the state.  

As we begin a new Grange year, I would encourage Lecturers to think outside of the box when developing program ideas for the year. Use resources within your Grange and within your community to put on engaging, informative, and relevant programs for your members (and invite others from your community to participate, as well). Create a Lecturer’s Committee in your Grange or have a round-table discussion where your members generate ideas for programs that they would like to see. Reach out to local experts in your communities to visit and lead programs in your Granges. Work across departments and partner with other committees to coordinate meaningful activities. If your community service committee is raising money or collecting items to donate to a local fire company, consider asking the fire company to lead a program on fire safety and present the donation to them at that meeting.  

In addition to coordinating educational programs for the Grange, it is also the role of the Lecturer to encourage Grange members to share their talents. So, pay attention to the talents and interests of your members and find ways to involve them.  

The success of your program depends on the planning you put into programs. Whether you plan three, six, or twelve months in advance depends on what works best for you. However, whatever you do, plan ahead!

Organized and well-planned programs make your literary program time run smoothly and your members will be more attentive and look forward to what is coming next.

Plan to reserve program time for the standing committees in your Granges. They may wish to lead programs on contests in their departments or use the time to update the members on legislative issues or to share information from their departments.







LITERARY PROGRAM

Literary programs may take a variety of forms and depend on the needs and interests of your members. Regardless of the format your programs take, make a plan in advance. 


1. Select a theme or topic.
2. Include education, inspiration, and entertainment that complement your topic.
3. Distribute materials (readings, skits, etc.) to members before their intended use.
4. Utilize your members in programs.
5. Review your program to make sure all materials are ready before your program begins.
6. Have a written plan for your program to help keep you on-task and to keep the program running smoothly.
7. Publicize your programs at Grange meetings and in the media (local newspapers, social media, etc.).
8. Be enthusiastic and positive!

PUBLICITY

Throughout the year, make sure that you are publicizing your programs. Programs can be great opportunities to encourage more active participation from your members and as a means of inviting non-members to come to a Grange meeting – but only if your members and communities know about them!  Advertise your programs in advance and publish information after your programs (share pictures on social media, write a press release, etc.). Utilize all media outlets available – local newspapers, internet, social media, etc. Using as many different media as possible will help you reach as many people as possible. 

LEADERSHIP TRAINING

This committee believes strongly in the importance of supporting Subordinate and Pomona Lecturers in developing programs and providing leadership training to Lecturers across the state. In order to shift the focus of the State Lecturer’s Department to this purpose, there will be some major changes to the contests and programs in the Lecturer’s Department this year. 

The Lecturer’s Department is planning to coordinate in-person Regional Leadership Training Conferences across the state, hopefully in the winter (February/March) of 2024. In conjunction with the other Pennsylvania State Grange Departments, we aim to bring meaningful leadership training and information to Grange members throughout the state. Dates and locations will be shared via the Grange News, on the State Grange website, on social media, and in the email blasts.  We plan to host 3 low-cost, one-day conferences with lunch provided – one in the western part of the state, one in the central part of the state, and one in the eastern part of the state. Look for more information and details in the PA Grange News and on the State Grange website. We would strongly encourage Lecturers, and all Grange leaders, to join us for these regional conferences.

EASTER REGIONAL LEADERS’ CONFERENCE

The Eastern Regional Leaders’ Conference is held each year and provides leadership training and idea-sharing to Lecturers and other Grange leaders from the Eastern Region (from Pennsylvania to Florida). The 2024 Eastern Regional Leaders’ Conference will be hosted by Pennsylvania July 26-28, 2024. More information will be available in the Pennsylvania Grange News and in National Grange publications. Information for the 2025 Conference will be made available late in 2024 or early in 2025.

Subordinate and Pomona Lecturers should plan to attend this meaningful conference. We strongly encourage Subordinate and Pomona Granges to provide financial assistance to your Lecturers attending this conference. Consider holding a fund-raiser with the purpose of using monies to help your Lecturers attend. The Leaders’ Conference is educational and fun and is a great way to share ideas with Lecturers from across the region.

LECTURER’S REPORTS

Reports are due to the State Lecturer by September 15th and will be judged prior to the State Session in October.  Reports should cover the year prior to submission (e.g., September 2023-August 2024 for judging in 2024).  

There will be a State Lecturer’s report form to showcase your accomplishments within the last year, as well as providing the Lecturer’s Department feedback to evaluate programs and make changes.

Report forms will be mailed to Subordinate and Pomona Granges and will be available to be downloaded from the State Grange website. 

Lecturer’s Reports will be judged prior to the State Session in October. Ribbons will be awarded to the top four Subordinate Granges in the following classes:

Classes:
1. Up to 50 members
2. 51-99 members
3. 100 or more members

Ribbons will also be awarded to the top four Pomona Lecturers. 

First place winners in all Subordinate classes and Pomona will additionally be awarded a monetary prize of $10. 

Reports will be judged on quality of programs throughout the year, participation of members and other committees, and thoroughness (please provide details).

LECTURER’S SCRAPBOOKS

Subordinate and Pomona Lecturers are encouraged to submit a scrapbook to support their reports. While words may tell the story, pictures and other accompanying documentation can make a more lasting impression. Scrapbooks may include all programs for the year and should be in a 1” thick (or less) notebook or binder. Please include a title page and table of contents, as well as captions for pictures and other documentation. Program material from Scrapbooks may be shared in future Lecturer’s Resource Books.  Scrapbooks should cover the year prior to submission (e.g., September 2023-August 2024 for judging in 2024).  

Scrapbooks will be judged separately from reports with no scrapbooks and will also be due to the State Lecturer by September 15th for judging prior to the State Session.  Scrapbooks will be judged on content (details of programs and accompanying materials) and neatness.  If you are submitting a Scrapbook, please also complete a report to accompany your scrapbook. Ribbons will be awarded to the top four Subordinate Granges in the following classes:

Classes:
1. Up to 50 members
2. 51-99 members
3. 100 or more members

Ribbons will also be awarded to the top four Pomona Lecturers.


First place winners in all Subordinate classes and Pomona will additionally be awarded a monetary prize of $50.

CREATIVE CONNECTIONS

Finding ways to share your Grange’s story with the community should be one of the highlights of the year in your Grange activities. It is an opportunity for a special program or event that utilizes education, fun, and fellowship. Involve your members and especially invite non-members in your community to attend the festivities. Some Granges hold Community Night or Open House Programs, but the department realizes that many Granges continue to find new ways to reach out to their communities to share their Grange story.  We wish to provide all Granges an opportunity to share how they are doing this – regardless of what format it takes.  

Your program should include features to tell the Grange story to the public and can be a powerful tool to encourage membership or, at the least, name recognition in your community. 

If your Grange does not have a hall, do not let that discourage you!  

This is also a perfect opportunity to honor recipients of the Community Service Award (Subordinate) or Public Service Award (Pomona). 

Regardless of how your Grange chooses to tell your story, make sure to publicize your programs, events, or activities well in advance!

The Pennsylvania State Grange recognizes the most outstanding reports submitted for Creative Connections. Reports will be mailed to the Subordinate and Pomona Granges and be available for download from the State Grange website.

Reports are due to the State Lecturer by September 15th for judging prior to the State Session in October.  Reports should cover the year prior to submission (e.g., September 2023-August 2024 for judging in 2024).  
  
Creative Connections Reports will be judged prior to the State Session in October.  A framed certificate will be awarded to the first place report and ribbons will be awarded to the second through fourth place reports in the following Subordinate Grange divisions and classes:

Divisions:
· Division A – Granges who held a Community Night or Open House program, whether in-person or virtually
· Division B – Granges who completed a designated project to “tell their Grange Story” (not a Community Night or Open House program)

Classes:
1. Up to 50 members
2. 51-99 members
3. 100 or more members

A framed certificate will also be awarded to first place Pomona report in each division with ribbons being awarded to the second through fourth place reports. 





A narrative and pictorial report with significant information should be included in this report. A simple notebook binder, no larger than 1” thick, may be used to include your program outline, photos, news clippings and other media publications, invitations, etc. to showcase your program.

Reports will be judged on content, neatness, and participation of members and non-members. 

CONTESTS

All contest entries must be properly labeled on the back for judging with the following information – Name, Address, Grange Name/Number, County, and Class (when applicable). Contest registration slips will be available to fill out for contests judged at the State Session (My Favorite Anything and Art).

TALENT CONTEST

The Talent Contest takes place each year at the Family Festival held at the Centre County Fairgrounds in July.  The Talent Contest is a great opportunity for Grangers to share their gifts with others.  This is a National Contest; the Best of Show winner advances to the Evening of Excellence at the National Grange Convention.  Preregistration by contacting the State Lecturer is recommended, but not required.

Classes:
1. Instrumental
2. Vocal
3. Variety/Other Acts

Division:
1. Subordinate (14+)

Rules:
1. Time Limit:  No minimum; all acts will be held to a 5-minute maximum.
2. Participants must provide their own accompaniment (either live or recorded).
3. Best of Show winner from the previous year may not enter the Talent Contest in the same class the following year.

Ribbons will be awarded to the top three entries in each class. First place entries in each class will receive $25.00; second place - $15.00; third place - $10.00.  A Best of Show winner will be selected from across all classes.

MY FAVORITE ANYTHING

In order to better financially support leadership training and to award Lecturers for quality programming, the craft contests have been consolidated into one contest – My Favorite Anything. Please continue to pursue crafts that are of interest to you!  Rather than entering these projects in several different contests, they may be entered in the My Favorite Anything Contest.

Everyone has a talent and creative abilities. This is an opportunity to show off your talent. Anything from woodworking to sewing to wreath-making, etc. may be entered in this contest. However, these entries must not be eligible for any other State Grange contest. 

Every entry must be no larger than 2’ x 2’ x 2’. All entries should be brought directly to the State Session for judging. No Subordinate or Pomona judging is required.



Classes:
1. Wood
2. Plastic
3. Fabric/Material/Yarn
4. Miscellaneous

Divisions:
1. Juniors (5-14)
2. Subordinate (14+)

Rules:
1. Entries must be the original work of the individual entering the contest.
2. Entries must not exceed 2’ x 2’ x 2’ in size. 
3. Only Grange members may submit entries.
4. Only one entry per person per class is permitted.
5. Identify your entry by Member’s Name, Grange, and County.
6. Entries must be completed after September 30th of the previous year (e.g., after September 30, 2023 for judging in 2024).
7. State winners who receive first place in any class may not enter the following year in the same class.
8. The decision of the judges will be final.

Criteria for Judging:
1. Craftsmanship
2. Presentation
3. Ingenuity, Creativity, Inventiveness

Ribbons will be awarded for the top four entries in each class. First place entries in each class will receive $10.00. A Best of Show ribbon and $20.00 prize will be awarded to the top entry across divisions and classes.

PEN IN HAND

Entries are due to the State Lecturer by September 15th in order to be judged prior to the State Session in October. No Subordinate or Pomona judging is required.

All entries must be properly labeled on the back for judging with the following information – Name, Address, Grange Name/Number, County, and Class

Classes (Topics):
1. Poetry
2. Short Story
3. Why the Grange is Needed Today…

Division:
1. Subordinate (14+)

Rules:
1. Word Limits:
a. Poetry – 300 words maximum
b. Short Story – 1,500 words maximum
c. Why the Grange is Needed Today… – 500 words maximum
2. The title and the author’s identification information are not included in the word count.
3. Entries must be the original work of the person submitting the writing.
4. The writing must be typed, double spaced, and on 8 ½” x 11” paper.

Ribbons will be awarded to the top four entries in each class. First place entries in each class will receive $10.00.

ART

NO PROFESSIONALS PLEASE!  If you have been paid for your art, you are considered a professional.

All entries should be brought directly to the State Session for judging. No Subordinate or Pomona judging is required. All entries must be properly labeled on the back for judging with the following information – Name, Address, Grange Name/Number, County, and Class.

Classes:
1. Animals
2. People
3. The World Around Me

Division:
1. Subordinate (14+)

Rules:
1. Entries must be the original work of the member. No computer enhanced artwork is permitted.
2. Charcoal/pencil entries must have been treated for permanency to prevent smudging.
3. Entries must be completed after September 30th of the previous year (e.g., after September 30, 2023 for judging in 2024).
4. Size for all classes:  maximum 24” x 36”. 
5. Entries are judged according to the medium used.
6. Sculptures are not accepted due to display needs.
7. State winners who receive first place in each class may not enter the following year in the same class.
8. All entries must come ready to hang (wire, string, hook, etc.). 

Criteria for Judging:
1. How well the artist used the medium selected
2. Craftsmanship and skill
3. Composition/presentation of subject
4. Originality
5. Theme and its treatment

Ribbons will be awarded to the top four entries in each class. First place entries in each class will receive $10.00. A Best of Show ribbon and $20.00 will be awarded to the top entry across all classes.

VIRTUAL PHOTOGRAPHY

NO PROFESSIONALS PLEASE!  If you have been paid for your photography, you are considered a professional.

Starting in 2022, there will not be Subordinate Judging for this contest.  All Grangers are encouraged to submit photos for the photography contest.  Grangers are still limited to only one entry per class.

All photos should be submitted to the State Lecturer by September 15th for judging prior to the State Session.  Please email photos to jnauss89@gmail.com.  All entries will be displayed in a slide presentation that will run in the exhibit room, as well as during breaks in session.  All entries must be properly accompanied by the following information – Name, Address, Grange Name/Number, County, and Class.

Classes:
1. Birds and Bugs
2. Water
3. Architecture
4. Working Farms
5. Emotions

Division:
1. Subordinate (14+)

Rules:
1. The photographer must select the class for his/her entry.
2. Photos must have been taken after September 30th of the previous year (e.g., after September 30, 2023 for judging in 2024).
3. Participants may enter all classes, using different photographs.
4. Participants may submit only one entry per class.
5. State winners who receive first place in any class may not enter the following year in the same class.

Criteria for Judging:
1. Composition and arrangement
2. Interest
3. Presentation
4. Technique

Ribbons will be awarded to the top four entries in each class. First place entries in each class will receive $10.00. A Best of Show ribbon and $20.00 will be awarded to the top entry across all classes.

“DESIGN A PROGRAM” CONTEST

Entries are due to the State Lecturer by September 15th for judging prior to the State Session in October.

Lecturers design programs as one of the primary responsibilities of their office. This is an opportunity to share program ideas and earn recognition for your work. All program ideas that are submitted will be compiled into a “Lecturer’s Idea Book” which will be distributed at the State Session and will be available on the PA State Grange website for download.

All entries must be properly labeled on the back for judging with the following information – Name, Address, Grange Name/Number, and County.

Classes/Divisions:
There are no separate classes or divisions. All entries will be judged together.

Rules:
1. Entries must be typed, double spaced, and printed on 8 ½” x 11” paper.
2. Each individual may submit no more than two program entries.
3. Entries should include a detailed plan for the program that is clear and able to be replicated.
4. Program plans should include the following information:
a. Program title
b. Outline of program
c. Any specific materials needed (readings, puzzles, skits, etc.) or web URL where online materials can be found
d. Number of participants needed
e. Length of program
5. The program that is described in your entry should have been completed after September 30th of the previous year (e.g., after September 30, 2023 for judging in 2024). 
6. Anyone who has presented a program may submit an entry – this contest is not only for Lecturers.

Criteria for Judging:
1. Quality of program (educational, engaging, entertaining)
2. Detail of entry
3. Clarity of entry

Ribbons and monetary prizes will be awarded to the top three entries. First place – $30.00; second place – $20.00; third place – $10.00. 

LECTURER’S GRANT

Applications are due to the State Lecturer by September 15th to be reviewed before the State Session in October.

Quality educational programs are an essential part of any Subordinate or Pomona Grange meeting. However, high quality programs, especially with outside speakers or costly materials, can be financially taxing for Lecturers and their Granges. We wish to recognize high-quality programs ideas by offering financial assistance to Lecturers in need of funds to present these meaningful programs. The Lecturer’s Department will sponsor a grant of $100 for this purpose. Depending on applications received and at the judge’s discretion, one grant or several grants may be awarded to winning Lecturers. 

Applications should include the following information:
1. Lecturer’s Name and Address
2. Grange Name, Number, and County
3. Detailed Program Proposal (outline and plan)
4. Detailed Budget Proposal
5. Brief Letter of Need (500-word maximum) to justify the need for funds

Applications should be typed, double spaced, and printed on 8 ½” x 11” paper. 

Criteria for Judging:
1. Quality of program (educational, engaging, entertaining)
2. Detail of proposal
3. Financial need

Recipients will be recognized and awarded at the State Session in October. 

LECTURER’S COMMITTEE –

Please contact me or a member of the Lecturer’s Committee with any questions. 

Sara Benzio, Beaver County (attends college in Centre County); sarabenzio@gmail.com
Ashley Mohn, Berks County (lives in Dauphin County) – 610.453.7517; amohn150t@gmail.com
Tammy Schaeffer, Berks County – 610.463.7213; ttmb1960@gmail.com

Do not hesitate to contact me with any questions. I also would love to visit your Granges as my work schedule will allow. Please contact me to make arrangements. 


[image: ]
Tina Keen, Director
334 Lemon Street 
Coatesville, PA 19320
973-255-8959
pagrangedcs@gmail.com 

The Deaf & Community Service Committee is encouraging Granges to expand their outreach. We encourage you to look at your community through a different lens and work to develop plans that will help to address some of those needs you discover. Please report all you do on the Community Service report form at the end of the year. 

DEAF & COMMUNITY SERVICE END OF YEAR REPORT

All Granges should track and report their community service activities to the State Grange. The Community Service program reporting period is from September 1 to August 31. Community Service activities can be defined as any acts of service that help the community, a group of people, or an individual. All reports are due to the state director by September 15th. 

The Deaf & Community Service report should include:
· Type of project
· The recipient (s) of the event/activity
· Number of people working on individual projects
· Number of hours devoted to the project
· Types of public relations used for projects 
· Newspaper/magazine clippings 
· Scrapbook (not required)

Funding from the National Grange for Deaf & Community Service activities depends on your participation. Pennsylvania needs to submit reports from at least 25% of the Granges in the state in order to be considered for funding. 

Please report all projects, no matter how small or how big.

COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT CONTEST:

A top prize of $100 will be awarded to the top performer in each of the following membership categories:

1. Membership of 25 or less
2. Membership of 26 - 60
3. Membership of 61 or more

The committee will review all submitted reports and highlight the participating Granges activities in the PGN and/or on our Facebook page to help build awareness within our Grange Community. All Granges that submit a report will receive a certificate of recognition from the State Grange Office. 

The Deaf & Community Service Committee will award $100 to the top performing Pomona Grange. Activities from the submitted Pomona reports will also be featured in the PGN and/or on our Facebook page and each organization will receive a certificate of recognition from the State Grange Office. 

Award winners will be announced at State Session. Additional prize monies may be awarded if funds permit.

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT OF THE YEAR

Granges should always be searching for innovative ideas to enhance their community service activities. This contest highlights one project your Grange completes between September 1st and August 31st that you consider to be the most impactful. This is a separate competition that takes place outside of your scrapbooks/notebooks. 

To submit for this contest, please fill out the Community Service Project of the Year form and submit to the D&CS Director by September 15th. 

Rules:
1. Each Grange, Junior Grange, or Pomona can have one submission. 
2. Submissions must be accompanied by a trifold board to be displayed at State Session. Trifold displays must be delivered to the Display Room at the annual State Grange Convention according to the deadline published in the session schedule.  The D&CS Director only receives the entry form by September 15th.
3. Each project must include the following:
· Project Name/Type
· People Involved
· Beneficiaries
· Costs/Profits related to the project
· At least one picture but no more than 5
· Name/Contact information for your Grange and county should be placed on the back

Winners will be announced on the final day of State Convention. 

Prize:
Winning project will be awarded $100.	

DEAF AWARENESS CONTESTS
Sign-A-Song Contest 

The Sign-a-Song contest happens at State Convention. The contest uses American Sign Language (ASL) to provide musical interpretations of songs.  The rules of the contest and judging criteria can be found below. 

Rules:
Contestants must be a Grange member in good standing, Junior Grange membership counts.
Junior contestants compete in the age groups 5-9 and 10-14, however Jr. winners do not go beyond the state level.

· The group category may include up to two Junior Grangers.
· Contestants must furnish live music, CD recording, or provide equipment to play using an electronic device of the song being interpreted.
· Three copies of the words of the song must be supplied for convenience of the judges.

· Signers must use complete communication techniques: sign language, facial expressions, mouthing of words for lip reading, and body movement.
· Props and costumes are not allowed. Rhythm is optional.
· There are two categories; ---
~Individual
~Group (2 or more)
· Only one song may be signed during the competition performance. Medleys are not permitted.
· Participants should be prepared to sign their name, song title and type of sign being used (ASL, ESL, or Pigeon).
Anyone who is a professional instructor or receives money for signing (i.e. a sign language interpreter) may not enter.

Judging Guidelines:
Total 100 points
· Utilization of Communication Skills: Sign Language ability, signs clearly with correct interpretation. 35 points
· Body expression: Displays emotion, expresses key thoughts with body movement, mouth words for lip reading. 35 points
· Presentation: Interpret with confidence, clearly signed, uniformity of the group (if applicable). 20 points
· Song selection is appropriate with a clear meaning and is suitable for the participants’ signing ability. 10 points
· Points may be awarded at the judges’ discretion for areas not covered above.
· Timing: 10 points will be deducted for each minute or fraction thereof over 5 minutes. 

Monetary awards will be given to the top performer in individual and group categories in the amount of $50 each. 

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Awareness Poster
Help us create awareness by educating others on people in our communities that are deaf or hard of hearing. Use your creativity to spread the message by creating a poster or display that can be used to highlight the importance of this issue. 

Entries should be delivered to the Display Room at the annual State Grange Convention according to the deadline published in the session schedule. If you are unable to attend, your entries may be sent and picked up by another member.

Rules:
1. Any medium, i.e., paint, markers, crayons etc. may be used
2. Name, contact information, and Grange should be listed on back

Winners will be announced at State Session. 
Categories:
1. Junior Division -- 5-14
2. Youth Division -- 14-35
3. Subordinate Division -- 36+

Prizes:
One winner will be chosen in each category. Winners will receive $50. 

PROJECTS FOR STATE SESSION
Each year, a local organization will be selected by the Deaf & Community Service Committee as a beneficiary of the donations collected at state session. More information will be included in the D&CS packet that is sent to each Grange as well as in the Pennsylvania Grange News and online. 

The focus for the year that all Granges will be encouraged to include in their Community Service activities will culminate with this activity.

PROJECTS AT FAMILY FESTIVAL
Each year, a project will be selected by the Deaf and Community Service Committee. The project will be determined by the theme and other activities scheduled during the festival. More information will be included in the D&CS packet that is sent to each Grange as well as in the Pennsylvania Grange News and online.
· There may be other activities taking place during this event to raise funds/awareness. Please watch the D&CS Facebook page and the PGN for more information.

LOCAL COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS
It is recommended that Granges honor an active community member each year. Choose an individual who has helped make the community you live in a better place, served selflessly in an organization that serves your community or who has made a difference to an individual or group of people.

Once you have selected this person, invite them and the community to a special meeting where you will honor this individual’s work. Plaques for recognition can be ordered from the National Grange and you can also advertise the event to make the community aware of what’s happening in your Grange.

REQUEST FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE FUNDS
If your Grange is in need of funding to start or complete a project, you can apply directly to the D&CS committee for help. Funds are limited and requests will be reviewed in April, August and December by the D&CS committee members. 

The request should include: 
· amount of funding requested
· the specific project where funds will be used
· approximate total cost (catalog page with a picture, price and ordering information if applicable) 
· contact name and phone number. 
· Impact the project will have on the community/individual 

DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING AWARENESS ACTIVITIES
Lecturer’s Programs are a way for Granges to educate your membership about deaf awareness, including: 
· hearing protection
· assisted technology (such as the TTY, Relay or CapTel)
· interpreting/interpreters
· sign language or any other related subject

THE NATIONAL GRANGE FOUNDATION
The National Grange Historical Foundation continues to collect money for the Oliver Hudson Kelley Farm. If your Grange wishes to donate to the Farm, please forward donations to the State Director, made payable to PA State Grange D&CS Dept., with “Kelley Farm” in the memo line. 

DEAF AND COMMUNITY SERVICE COMMITTEE:

Please reach out to any of us if you have questions or if we can provide assistance. “Whatsoever you attempt to do, strive to do it well.”

Tina Keen, Chester County
Janet Fishovitz, Beaver County
Judy Hetzell, Allegheny County
Carole Huber, Lancaster County
Cindy Shaffer, Cumberland County
Judy Shupp, Wyoming County
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	Jennifer Danko, Co-Director
22 Twins Avenue
Newport PA 17074
717.275.5047
Kjbr2005@embarqmail.com
	Lindsay Schroeder, Co-Director
5711 Snyders Church Road
Northampton PA 18067-9729
484.225.0440
lrsoccer130@gmail.com 



The Pennsylvania State Grange Youth Department offers a wide variety of programs and contests, designed for Grange members of all ages. We have revised the contests and programs again this year. We have added some new contests and we have kept some of the old. If you have any questions, please check out the Youth Website at www.pagrange.org/youth.

The Youth program helps to build leaders by offering the Youth Ambassador Program and the Young Patrons Program. The State Grange Youth Department is very proud of its past. Please join in the action by participating in these programs. Everyone is encouraged to get involved.

The National Grange Youth Department also has contests and activities. Please check out the Youth Department page at the National Grange website, www.nationalgrangeyouth.org, for additional opportunities.

FAMILY FESTIVAL CONTESTS
Judging for the following contest will be held at the annual Family Festival in July. If you are unable to attend Family Festival, your entry may be sent with someone who is attending.

The entries in the contests at Family Festival must be submitted with the following information attached:
	Name
	Address
	Age Division as of January 1
	Telephone Number
	E-Mail Address
	Grange Name, Number and County
	Contest Title/Class

CHILI COOK-OFF

Rules:
1. All entries must be submitted in a crock pot.
1. Entries must be delivered to the Food Prep area, usually Building 11, by 11:00 am on the Friday of Family Festival.
1. All entries must have a list of ingredients attached to the crock pot. No store-bought chili may be used.
1. All entries will be marked with a rating for the heat level (mild, medium or spicy).
1. Judging will take place no later than 4:30 pm on Friday.
1. All entries will be used for the Friday evening meal at Family Festival.

Class: (All ages/divisions in same class)
1. With meat (any type such as beef, venison, chicken, etc.)
1. Without meat

Judging guidelines:
1. Taste – 50 pts
1. Texture – 20 pts
1. Uniformity – 20 pts
1. Appearance – 10 pts 

Prizes:
1st – $20.00
2nd – $15.00
3rd – $10.00

CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT

Rules:
1. The tournament will be held in person at Family Festival, primarily on Friday and Saturday.
1. Teams consist of two people. Both team members must be Grange members.
1. American Cornhole rules will be followed for Doubles Play. Website is: https://americancornhole.com/rules/ 
1. Play schedule and bracket will be published after registrations are received for Family Festival.
1. The tournament is planned as a Double Elimination and includes a loser bracket; however, the Youth Department reserves the right to adjust the type of tournament based on the number of teams entered.
1. All team members will always exhibit good sportsmanship.

Divisions:  Age as of January 1
0. Junior, under 14
0. 14 and older

Prizes per team:
1st – $40.00
2nd – $30.00
3rd – $20.00





STATE SESSION CONTESTS

Judging for the following contests will be held at the annual State Grange Convention. Entries must be delivered to the Display Room according to the deadline published in the session schedule. If you are unable to attend the Convention, your entries may be sent with a representative from your area.

The entries in the contests at State Grange Convention must be submitted with the following information:
		Name
	Address
	Age Division as of January 1
	Telephone Number
	E-Mail Address
	Grange Name, Number and County
	Contest Title/Class

CREATE A GRANGE YOUTH ADVERTISEMENT

This contest is to create an advertisement for a Grange activity or promotion.    

Rules:
1. Your ORIGINAL design must be drawn/sketched/colored, or computer generated on paper or card stock in a standard 8 ½ by 11” size.
2. Your design can be black and white or color. 
3. Your entry could be for an actual event held by your Grange, for a future event, or for a made-up Grange event.

Class:
1. Social Media Post
2. Flyer
3. Brochure

Division:  Age category as of January 1
1. 14-21 years of age
1. 22-35 years of age

Prizes:
1st – $20.00
2nd – $15.00
3rd – $10.00

CREATIVE WRITING

Rules:
1. All entries must be the original work of the contestant.
2. Only one entry per person, per class (2 maximum).
3. Essays are to be a minimum of 300 words and a maximum of 500 words.
4. Poems should include a minimum of 3 stanzas. 
5. All entries must be typed and double spaced.
6. Themes are as follows: 2024 – “A Day I’ll Always Remember”; 
	2025 – “My Grange Superhero”



Divisions: Age as of the January 1
1. Junior, under 14
2. Youth, 14-35
3. Senior, Older than 35

Class: 
1. Poem
2. Essay

Judging guidelines:
A. Organization – 50 pts
B. Responds to topic – 20 pts
C. Follows guidelines – 20 pts
D. Content – 10 pts

Prizes:
1st – $20.00
2nd – $15.00
3rd – $10.00

Entries may also be emailed or mailed to the Youth Director by September 30th.

CUPCAKE DECORATION

Rules:
1. Make cupcakes (may be an original recipe or from a box mix)
1. Decorate cupcakes.
1. Submit 4-6 individual cupcakes (decorated identically or following one theme) on a plate for judging.
1. Must have visible label with information attached to the top.
1. One class – Cupcake Decorating

Divisions:  Age as of January 1
0. Junior, under 14
0. 14 and older

Judging Guidelines:
1. Appearance – 40 pts
1. Creativity – 40 pts
1. Use of Theme or Same Decoration – 20 pts

Prizes:
1st – $20.00
2nd – $15.00
3rd – $10.00

GRANGE DISPLAY CONTEST (National Youth Contest)

This contest is to create a digital or folding display that could be utilized at a county fair, library, Grange Open House, or other forum to promote the Grange, a Grange program, or a Grange issue.

Rules:
1. All entrants must be youth or young adult members of a subordinate Grange.  Entries may be submitted by an individual or group in the same age division.
1. The first-place entry in each category will be sent to National Grange for judging.  
1. The theme of the display must be Grange related.
1. Display should be no larger than 3’ x 4’ and should be able to stand by itself.  Digital displays must be on a flash drive in an .MP4, .MPG, or .WMA format. 
1. Displays will be judged on content (30 pts), organization (30 pts), originality (15 pts), and neatness (25 pts).
1. One class – Folding Display

Division:  Age category as of January 1
1. 14-21 years of age
1. 22-35 years of age

Prizes:
1. 1st - $20.00
1. 2nd - $15.00
1. 3rd - $10.00

RECYCLED CRAFT

Rules:
1. 80% of entry must be made with recycled material(s).
1. Nothing requiring electricity to operate is permitted.
1. Non-perishable materials only.
1. Maximum of 16" long by 16" wide and 20" high.

Class:
1. Plastic
1. Fabric
1. Wood

Division: Age as of January 1
1. 14-21 years of age
1. 22-35 years of age

Prizes:
1st – $20.00
2nd – $15.00
3rd – $10.00

Entries will be judged on workmanship, creativity, design, and general appearance.

SCRAPBOOK PAGE

Use your own creative ideas and enter the Scrapbook Page contest.  

Rules:
1. A 12" X 12" (standard) scrapbook page
1. Entries may be put in a page saver sleeve.
1. No kits or patterns from magazines or other commercial sources will be accepted.
1. Judging will be based on general appearance, creativity, neatness, and the skillfulness of scrapbook page technique.


Class:
1. Grange Related
1. Other (i.e., family, friends, school, sports, etc.)

Divisions:  Age as of January 1
1. 14-21 years of age
1. 22-35 years of age

Prizes:
1st – $20.00
2nd – $15.00
3rd – $10.00

The scrapbook pages may also be mailed to the Youth Director by September 30th.

START WITH A CAKE MIX

Rules:
1. Start with a commercial cake mix.
2. Add additional ingredients to create a cake only, not a dessert (no creams or puddings – due to spoilages) No refrigeration available.
3. Must include recipe for judges to review.
4. Must have visible label with information attached to the top.

Class: (All ages/divisions in same class)
1. Chocolate Cake Mix
2. White/Yellow Cake Mix
3. Spice/Other Cake Mix

Judging guidelines:
A. Taste – 50 pts
B. Texture – 20 pts
C. Uniformity – 20 pts
D. Appearance – 10 pts

[bookmark: _Hlk141280265]Prizes:
1st – $20.00
2nd – $15.00
3rd – $10.00

The cake is to be prepared and delivered to the State Grange Convention as a finished product. All cakes will be auctioned or offered for sampling at the State Grange Convention.

STRING ART CREATION

Rules:
0. Size – maximum of 24” by 24” 
0. No kits
0. Pattern of design of your choice
0. One class – String Art Creation



Division:  Age category as of January 1 
1. 14-21 years of age
1. 22-35 years of age

Prizes:
1. 1st – $20.00
1. 2nd – $15.00
1. 3rd – $10.00

Entries will be judged on creativity, design, and general appearance.

YOUTH MONTH

April is the month for special recognition in the Youth Department. Choose a meeting night in April so that your Youth Department can conduct the meeting or present a portion of the program. This program could involve some type of “community action” project. If you cannot do a program at this time of the year, another time is just as appropriate. You should consider giving a financial contribution to the State Youth Department Fund and the National Youth Leadership Fund during this month. These funds help support the Youth Department activities, camp, leadership conferences, etc.

YOUTH CAMP

This is a weekend of education, fun and fellowship geared towards the youth of the Grange. Watch in the PA Grange News and on the website for the application form and details for the weekend.

Camp Dates: 2024: June 28-30, 2024
                        2025: To be Announced
Camp Location: Camp Sylvan Hills, Centre County (Subject to Change)
Fee: TBA (the Jonathan Sattazahn Fund will cover $15.00 of each camper's fees).

YOUTH AMBASSADOR PROGRAM

This program gives recognition to the outstanding Grange Youth in Pennsylvania.  One or two Youth Ambassador may be chosen each year. The Ambassadors serve on the State Youth Department Committee for one year. Previous Ambassadors are not eligible to compete again. 

Program Guidelines:

1. Ambassador candidates must be members of the PA State Grange for at least one year and in good standing. If not 6th Degree members, Ambassadors must be willing to become 6th Degree members during their term.
1. Ambassador candidates must have their parents’ consent to compete if under the age of 18.
1.  Grange youth competing for the Youth Ambassador Program must be between the ages of 16-21, have observed their 16th but not their 23rd birthday by December 31 of the year they will represent PA at National Grange Convention.
1. Ambassador candidates must be single, never have been married, and have no children to be eligible to compete. They must not marry, become pregnant or father children during their term.
1. Ambassadors must be properly dressed for all Grange related events and must always represent the Grange appropriately.
1. Ambassadors must be willing to attend various Grange and agricultural events throughout the state and their region during their reign. These events include State Grange Convention, Farm Show, Royalty Trip, Youth Camp, Family Festival, and Ag Progress Days. Other events, local and statewide, may occur during their term and Ambassadors may be asked to participate in them.
1. Ambassadors must be able to attend the Youth Activities Days at the National Grange Convention to represent Pennsylvania. This convention would be in November following the end of their term.  Requirements for participation at the National Grange Convention may change. Please review the National Grange Youth website for any changes.
1. Ambassadors must attend the Eastern Regional Leaders Conference during their term and participate in the Prepared Speech contest.
1. Ambassadors must be willing to promote the Grange Youth Department activities and contests.
1. Ambassadors will be selected during Youth Camp. Judging is based on ambassadorship, an interview, speaking ability, and a written test of Grange knowledge.

OUTSTANDING YOUNG PATRON PROGRAM

The PA State Grange Outstanding Young Patron(s) helps promote and generate enthusiasm for the Grange, specifically the Youth programs and contests. The Young Patron also serves on the State Grange Youth Committee for one year. 

Program Guidelines:

1. Grangers competing for the Young Patron Program must be between the ages of 22 - 35, have observed their 22nd birthday, but not their 37th birthday by December 31 of the year they attend National session. Young Patron candidates may be married or single.
1. Previous Young Couples who have participated in the Young Couple program at the National Grange Convention is not eligible.  
1. Young Patron candidates must be members of the PA State Grange for at least one year and in good standing. If not 6th Degree members, Young Patrons must be willing to become 6th Degree members during their term.
1. Young Patrons must be willing to attend various Grange and agricultural events throughout the state and their region during their reign. These events include State Grange Convention, Farm Show, Royalty Trip, Youth Camp, Family Festival, and Ag Progress Days. Other events, local and statewide, may occur during their term and Young Patrons may be asked to participate in them.
1. Contestants must be present at Family Festival where the judging will be held. Judging will be based on an interview, ambassadorship qualities and a written test of Grange knowledge. Judges may select one or two individuals to serve as the Young Patron(s).
1. The Young Patron must be able to attend the Youth Activities Days at the National Grange Convention to represent Pennsylvania. This convention would be in November following the end of their term.  Requirements for participation at National Grange Convention may change. Please review the National Grange Youth website for any changes.
1. Young Patrons must attend the Eastern Regional Leaders Conference during their term and participate in the Prepared Speech contest.
1. Young Patrons must be properly dressed for all Grange related events and must always represent the Grange appropriately.

STATE GRANGE CONVENTION YOUTH ACTIVITIES AND YOUTH OFFICER TEAM

“State Grange Youth Days” were developed to encourage the Youth and Young Adults from across the state to attend, participate, and learn about the workings of the State Grange Convention.  A team of youth officers will be selected to open or close a session at the State Grange Convention.  An application will be printed in the PA Grange News and available on the website. Each Youth Officer will exhibit the duties of their State Office. They may be invited to serve on a state committee, should attend the meetings, and attend Drill Practice. This is a very rewarding experience. Activities are planned where the Youth/Young Adults can participate. Fun, fellowship, and activities are the elements of the State Grange Youth Days, as well as making new friends and getting reacquainted with old ones.

PUBLIC SPEAKING

The Public Speaking Contest is an outstanding program that builds leadership in all those who participate. There is no Theme or Subject for this contest. The contest will be held at the annual State Grange Convention. All first-place state winners of the Prepared Speech category are eligible to compete at the Regional Youth Conference held the following spring. If the 1st place winner cannot attend the Regional Youth Conference, the 2nd place winner will be asked to take their place.

This program is open to Grangers of all ages. There will be three classes along with four age divisions as follows (age as of 1 January):

Division 1. – Under 14 years of age
Division 2. – 14-21 years of age
Division 3. – 22-35 years of age
Division 4. – 36+ years of age

Props are allowed, but not encouraged, and should be appropriately sized for the room and audience (such as posters, power point presentations, etc.). Points can be deducted for props at the judges’ discretion. 

Judging Criteria:
1.  Voice – spoke clearly, easy to understand.
1.  Stage Presence – dressed neatly and appropriately, posture, nervousness, etc.
1.  Expression – Delivered speech with enthusiasm and emotion.
1.  Confidence in speaking, content of speech, clarity of thoughts and ideas on topic.
1.  One point will be deducted for every 30 seconds a participant is under or over the time established.

Class A: Prepared speech
· Contestant may choose any topic they consider appropriate for the audience.
· Contestants will be required to answer an impromptu question at the end of their speech.  The questions will be related to the contestant’s chosen speech topic.  
· Contestants are required to submit three (3) copies of their speech outline.  These outlines are not judged; they are for “reference only” by the judges.  Copies must be given to the Director(s) before the competition.

Time:
Minimum: 3 minutes ~ Maximum: 5 minutes

Prizes:
1st – $20.00
2nd – $15.00
3rd – $10.00

Class B: Impromptu Speech

· An impromptu speech is delivered without preparation or thought ahead of time.  No note cards are used, and topics are generally randomly drawn.
· Impromptu speeches should be at least one minute in length and not longer than 5 minutes.
· Timekeeper will hold up their hand when the 1-minute mark has been reached and when 4 min. 30 sec. mark has been reached so the speaker knows when he/she can stop.
· Participants will draw two topics, select their choice of the two and return the other topic.
· One point will be deducted for every 30 seconds a participant is under or over the time established. 


Prizes:
1st – $10.00
2nd – $5.00
3rd – $3.00

Class C:  Do-It-Yourself (DIY) Speech

Have you ever thought of entering the public speaking contest, but didn’t because you weren’t able to think of something to talk about?  Well, the Youth Department is sponsoring a Public Speaking DIY speech contest.  This contest will be held at State Session.  The winner of this contest will not go on to the regional level – this is a PA-only contest.

· Speeches may describe any type of activity and the steps you needed to take to successfully complete the action, task, craft, etc. 
· Speeches may have some form of visual aid to make the presentation more interesting and understandable.
· You may use actual items, power points, posters, tri-fold boards, wikis or other form of media in your presentation.  The medium you choose to use must be approved by the PA State Youth Director prior to State Session.
· In addition to the Judging Criteria above, the speaker will also be judged on the:
1. How clear the overall DIY steps were presented and the ease of following the steps.
1. General appearance, design, creativity, and neatness of the visual aid.

Time:
Minimum: 3 minutes ~ Maximum: 5 minutes

Prizes:
1st – $20.00
2nd – $15.00
3rd – $10.00

Youth Committee:
Jennifer Danko, Co-Director, Perry County
Lindsay Schroeder Co-Director, Berks County
Robert Beamon, Berks County
Maggie Cornie, Beaver County
Gail Switzer, Berks County
Youth Ambassadors –Elisabeth Reich, York County and Shae Smith, Lancaster County (June 2023 – June 2024)
Outstanding Young Patrons – Desira Rickenbach, Berk s County and Ashlan Smith, Lancaster County (July 2023 	– July 2024)
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Philip J Vonada, Director
358 Clinton Street, South Williamsport, PA 17702
(814) 404-7985 | pajuniorgrange@gmail.com

All Junior Grange activities help our young Junior Grangers to build character and self-confidence. The Junior Grange provides leadership training for children from age 5 to 14, preparing our youth to be leaders among their peers, whether in the Grange, in school, or at home. Junior Grangers are encouraged to explore their creativity, initiative, and talents through our many contests. While our contests are varied to appeal to many, the goal is the same – to develop respect, responsibility, and cooperation by competing with their fellow Junior Grangers. 

The following rules apply to all State Junior Grange contests. 

1. All entries must be labeled. Label as follows: 
1. Name and address of the contestant 
3. Birthdate 
3. Junior Grange name and number 
3. Junior Leader name 
3. Category and sub-category you are entering: ex. Cooking - Sweet Muffins - age 5-9. 

2. In each contest there are two age groups - age 5-9 / age 10-14 
0. ALL WORK MUST BE DONE COMPLETELY BY THE JUNIOR. 
0. ONE entry per Junior per contest or sub-category (Juniors may enter any or all sub-categories)
0. Age is determined as of September 30th each year.
0. Any entry that does not comply with the rules may be disqualified. 
0. If a Junior Grange member has joined the Subordinate Grange at any time throughout the year they can no longer compete in Junior contests. 
3. There is no pre-qualification or judging required to enter Junior contests at the state level.
3. Some contests are open to Juniors at Heart, or any Grange member age 15+. Please note Grange name and number on entry labels.

Awards on the state level will be given for both age groups (5-9 and 10-14) 
1st place - $8 and ribbon
2nd place - $7 and ribbon 
3rd place - $6 and ribbon 
4th place - $5 and ribbon 
Honorable mentions may also be given.

RECYCLED CRAFT 

Recycling is one way in which to help our environment. How many of us truly recycle all that we can? We feel this is one way in which the Junior Grange can be of help. Can you turn something that many people would throw away into an object that can be used again (and again)?



NOTE: This contest is also open to Juniors At Heart (i.e. any Grange member age 15+)

Categories:
2024 – Jeans/Denim
2025 – Egg Cartons

Sub-Categories
a. Practical/Useful
b. Decorative

Rules
1. Size limitations: No larger than 18 inches x 18 inches x 18 inches. 
2. At least 75% of the recycled craft must be made from recycled items.

Judging guidelines: 
1. Originality 
2. Neatness 
3. Creativity 
4. Usefulness or Decorative Appeal

COOKING CONTEST

This project is provided so that Junior Grangers will have the opportunity to learn basic skills in the kitchen. It also teaches them how to follow directions. We urge all parents to keep a watchful eye on their children as they participate in this project and to assist your child whenever necessary. However, please let your Juniors do as much of the work on their own as possible!

NOTE: This contest is also open to Juniors At Heart (i.e. any Grange member age 15+)

Categories:
2024 – Rice Krispies Treats
2025 – Dessert Pizza

Rules: 
1. No mixes may be used. 
2. Send six of your creations (or one 8”-10” pizza in 2025) on a 10” paper plate covered with clear plastic wrap. (Any containers will not be returned)
3. Include the recipe (typed).
4. Must have visible label information attached to the TOP. 
5. MUST NOT require refrigeration.

Judging guidelines: 
1. Appearance and texture 
2. Taste 
3. Uniformity 

DESIGN A T-SHIRT 

This contest is to design a t-shirt you would be proud to wear or feel cool to be seen wearing. Your entry will be kept by the Junior Department and possibly used for Grange promotion (as a t-shirt or on other cool items)! Express your creativity.

Categories:
2024 – Inspirational Quotes
2025 – Teamwork

Rules: 
1. Your ORIGINAL design must be drawn/sketched/created digitally (and printed) on paper or card stock. Size should be 8.5” wide x 11” high (standard piece of paper)
2. Your design can be black and white or color.
3. Computer-created and hand-drawn designs will be judged in the same category.
4. Design should be for FRONT of t-shirt only.

Judging guidelines: 
1. Creativity and originality 
2. Content 
3. Neatness
4. Appropriateness and connection to theme

PUMPKIN DECORATING CONTEST 

Categories
1. Mini Pumpkins and Gourds (nothing larger than 10” in diameter may be used)
a. Painted – nothing but paint can be used on the pumpkin
b. Be Creative – any material may be used
2. Virtual – pumpkins of ANY SIZE may be painted OR carved in the virtual contest. At least 2 images of each pumpkin (front and back or side) must be emailed to pajuniorgrange@gmail.com by October 10 of each year.

NOTE: This contest is also open to Juniors At Heart (i.e. any Grange member age 15+)

Rules: 
1. For painted pumpkins, Do NOT carve the pumpkin or puncture in any way since this will cause rapid rotting.
a. For “Be Creative” pumpkins, strong glue (gorilla glue) is recommended for attaching anything to the surface of the pumpkin.
2. Acrylic Paint is suggested as the medium to use when painting pumpkins. A Clear coat sealer will help keep the paint from chipping/flaking. 

Judging Guidelines: 
1. Originality and Design
2. Neatness 
3. Proper Size 

SCRAPBOOK PAGE 

There are so many ways to create a Scrapbook Page. You can use your own photos, clippings from newspapers or magazines, or draw your designs. Pre-printed Scrapbook paper is permitted along with scrapbooking elements but do not recreate from a kit. Be creative! 

2024 Theme: Fun in the Sun
2025 Theme: My family

Rules: 
1. Size is Standard Scrapbook page – 12” x 12” 
2. NO kits or pre-designs. 
2. Secure/glue all elements 
3. Page must be placed in a plastic sleeve created for scrapbook pages.

Judging Guidelines:
1. Creativity 
2. Neatness 
3. Use of Theme

CREATIVE WRITING 

Expressing ideas and thoughts in written form is another form of creativity and talent. Thinking through an idea and sharing your words helps to form a dialogue and communicate with others. Junior Grangers are always asked to share their ideas so this is another fun way to do that. 

2024 Topic: All About Me!
2025 Topic: If I won the lottery…

Rules: 
1. All creative writing entries must use the above topic. 
2. The entry must be typed and double-spaced. Please use a standard font like Times New Roman, Arial, or Calibri, size 12.
3. Minimum of 4 complete paragraphs and maximum 5 pages. 
4. It can be a poem, essay, song, or story. 
5. Must be an original writing of the person submitting the entry. 

Judging guidelines: 
1. Creativity and originality 
2. Content 
3. Use of topic

DIAMOND ART CONTEST
Categories:
1. Diamond Art Kits
2. Diamond Art Self-Created

Rules: 
1. Minimum size is 5” x 5” and not to exceed 14” x 14”.
2. Items should be matted and read to hang.

Judging Guidelines: 
1. Neatness 
2. Originality in design for self-created
3. Difficulty of composition




ART CONTEST 

Categories:
1. Image (Drawings, Paintings, Collages, etc.)
2. 3-Dimensional (i.e. Pottery, Sculpture, etc.) [Handmade - i.e., no building blocks]

Sub-Categories
a. Handprint, Fingerprint, or Footprint
b. Sunrise/Sunset
c. Black and White
d. Made in School

Rules: 
1. Minimum Size 5”x5” and not to exceed 14”x14” 
2. Items in Category 1 - Images must have a photo mat or backing – any artwork turned in with glass will be disqualified
3. Artwork must be ready to hang - please include string on the back or ensure the mat is wide enough for binder clips. (This does not apply to Category 2 - 3-Dimensional that can sit on tables).
4. No computer-generated artwork may be entered in this category.

Judging Guidelines: 
1. How well the artist used the medium selected 
2. Originality/creativity
3. Neatness/presentation

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST

Categories: 
1. Barns and Farms
2. Bridges and Water
3. Things with Wheels
4. “Snow” much fun

Rules: 
1. Minimum size is 4”x6” and not to exceed 8”x10” 
2. Photos must be on a photo mat – any photography turned in with glass will be disqualified 
3. Traditional photos only – no computer enhancements or edits
4. Black/white and color will be judged together. No separate categories. 
5. Photos must have been taken within the past year, since the end of the prior State Session. 
6. Photos must be ready to hang - please include string on the back or ensure the mat is wide enough for binder clips

Judging Guidelines: 
1. Good composition/arrangement in photo 
2. Clear, well-taken photo 
3. Presentation of photo 






**MINI-Junior Granger Art and Photography Gallery**
To encourage our mini Juniors (anyone under the age of 5 as of the current State Session), we will hold an art gallery just for you! Any art medium may be used. The size of your artwork should be 8” x 10” or smaller. ALL entrants will receive a ribbon. This “showing” is open to everyone that fits the age requirements. One art piece per child, please.

JUNIOR GRANGE TALENT CONTEST 

Categories: 
1. Vocal – individual and group acts 
2. Instrumental – individual and group acts 
3. Other Acts – any performance of a group or individual that involves dancing, gymnastics, etc. Any performance portraying an entertaining act using dexterity of body movements, skill, timing and gracefulness. This class also includes any performance that involves an oral presentation, such as skits, readings, etc. 

Talent Contest will be held during Family Festival each summer. Contestants are encouraged to sign up with the director prior to arrival at Family Festival

Rules:
1. There are two age categories - 5-9 and 10-14 - age as of July 1.
2. Acts have five minutes from the time the contestants enter the stage until they exit the stage.
3. First-prize winners from the previous year may not enter in the same category unless they have moved to a new age category.
4. Group and Individual Acts are judged against one another. A contestant may enter both as an individual and as a part of ONE group.
5. Any act deemed inappropriate will be disqualified from the competition.
6. Groups - minimum of 2 members, maximum of 6 - will be judged based on the age of the oldest member of the group. All members of the group must be of Junior age.

Judging guidelines: 
1. Stage presence 15 pts. 
2. Appropriate dress 5 pts. 
3. Skill of presentation 60 pts. 
4. Suitability of the act 15 pts. 
5. Audience appeal 5 pts. 

Awards for Talent Contest: 
These are given in each category in each age division (5-9 & 10-14) 
1st – $20.00 
2nd – $15.00 
3rd – $10.00 
	Note: Groups will receive one check to be split among all members.

Junior Grange Ambassador Program 

This program gives recognition to the outstanding Junior Grangers in Pennsylvania. One male and one female Junior Grange Ambassador may be chosen each year. The Ambassadors serve on the State Junior Grange Department Committee for one year and represent the Pennsylvania Junior Grange program throughout the state and country. Previous “Royalty” or JG Ambassadors are not eligible to compete again. The Junior Grange Ambassadors will be selected at the annual PA State Junior Grange Camp in July.

Program Guidelines: 
1. The Junior Grange Ambassador candidate must be a member of a PA Junior Grange or a Junior member of a PA Subordinate Grange (the 1+ program) for at least three years. 
2. The Junior Grange Ambassador candidate must have their parents’ consent to compete. A form will be sent to the candidate after Camp Registration has been received if they indicate on their form that they want to compete. 
3. JG Ambassador candidates must have observed their 12th-14th   birthday before July 1 of the year they are competing at State Camp. (i.e. competitors can be 12, 13, or 14 years old at camp)
Note: Any candidate who will turn 15 before December 31 of the year they compete may not be able to represent the state in the National Junior Ambassador Competition, but will still be encouraged and supported in attending the National Grange session.
4. The Junior Grange Ambassador Candidates will be required to take the Ritual/Grange Knowledge Test at State Camp and, depending on their score, may be selected to continue the contest with up to 3 other candidates (a maximum of 4 for each gender). It is recommended that the candidate take the time to study and know basic Junior and Grange history, state and National officers, state and National contests, Grange Hall layout and basic meeting agenda. A study guide can be acquired by contacting the State Junior Director.
5. The Junior Grange Ambassador candidates will be judged in the following areas: a group interview, a personal interview, speaking ability, and an essay (due 1 week ahead of camp.) Topic will be announced in January of each year. The actions and leadership ability of the candidate will also be observed during the week of camp. Any Candidate running for the Ambassador position who is not following camp rules will be eliminated from the competition at the discretion of the Director and JG Committee. 
6. The selected Junior Grange Ambassadors must be available to attend a variety of events and activities in PA while they are serving in that role including Family Festival (held in mid-July), State Grange Session (held in October), PA Farm Show (held in early January), Committee Planning meetings (most held via Zoom), Capitol Days (formerly called Royalty Trip – typically in mid June), PA State Junior Grange Camp (held in early July). Other events, local and statewide, may occur during their reign and Ambassadors may be asked to participate in them. 
7. The Junior Grange Ambassadors must dress appropriately at all times when representing the Grange or Junior Grange and wearing the sash. At NO time should the JG Ambassador wear clothing with holes, rips or tears. No showing of midriff or cleavage is permitted. Jeans can be worn at farms or Agricultural Events where it is considered appropriate dress (i.e. at the Farm Show after opening ceremonies). The female Ambassador is encouraged but not required to wear a dress (knee length or longer) OR a pantsuit, dress pants and blouse when representing the Grange or Junior Grange. The male Ambassador is encouraged but not required to wear a dress shirt and tie or a nice polo shirt and dress/khaki pants when representing. If in doubt, ask the JG Director or other committee member if the outfit to be worn is appropriate for the occasion. No clothing or hats may display messaging that may be considered political while wearing sashes or representing the Junior Grange.
8. The newly selected Junior Grange Ambassadors are strongly encouraged to apply and compete for the title of National Junior Grange Ambassador of the same year that they earn the title (National Grange is held in November), but are not required to. Since the National program requires that each state may send one female and one male Ambassador to compete, the current PA Junior Grange Ambassadors will have the first chance to run for the National title, and if they choose not to, the Junior Grange Department will encourage the other Ambassador candidates to apply for the position. The guidelines for the National Junior Grange Ambassador Program can be found under the Contest category of the National Junior Grange website. www.nationaljuniorgrange.org
9. The Junior Grange Director and Committee reserves the right to make changes to the Junior Grange Ambassador Program as they deem appropriate in the event that a change is needed or if one of the guidelines needs to be better explained or edited. The PA Junior Grange Department is moving forward to better serve the Juniors at the State level and give them every opportunity to apply and compete at the National level for programs. Please contact the Junior Grange Director with any questions or clarifications of the new Junior Grange Ambassador Program. 

JUNIOR GRANGE CAMP 

PA Junior Grange Camp is the highlight of the summer for Junior Grangers across the state! This week of workshops, fun activities, great food, and wonderful friends is NOT to be missed!

Dates:  June 30 – July 6, 2024
Theme:  Jurassic Journey
Camp Location:  Camp Sylvan Hills – Howard, PA 
Fee:  TBD for Campers, Helpers and Counselors 

Who May Attend: Any Junior Granger who has had their 7th Birthday by the start of camp of the year of camp but has NOT had their 15th Birthday before the start of camp. 
Bring a Friend? Yes! You may bring a non-Granger to camp for one year. They must join Junior Grange to come back the following year. 

Helpers: Must be a Subordinate member of a PA Grange, in good standing and be between the ages of 16 (as of the start of camp) and less than age 18. Helpers are expected to assist with leading workshops, act as “go-fers” around camp, and help their counselors with cabin control.

NOTE: as of 2023, all 15-year-olds (apart from Ambassadors) are required to take one year off between being a camper and returning as a helper.

Counselors: All those attending camp, that are over 18 will be considered Counselors or Staff. These persons must have their Act 33 and 34 clearances done prior to July 1st. BECAUSE OF STATE LAWS CONCERNING CLEARANCES - THE DIRECTOR MUST SEE THE ORIGINAL CLEARANCE AND THEN MAKE A COPY. However, to be sure that a copy is on file before camp begins, PLEASE mail a copy to the Director along with your application. 

These forms can be completed online by going to 
	https://www.compass.state.pa.us/CWIS = Child Abuse History Clearance 
	https://epatch.state.pa.us/Home.jsp = PA State Police Criminal Record Check 

These Clearances are FREE for Volunteers. 
Helpers/Counselors and Staff must also complete the PA State Grange Volunteer certification. These can be obtained from the PA Junior Director or by emailing volunteer@pagrange.org to receive them.

**IMPORTANT**
Anyone who wants to be considered as a Helper, Counselor or Camp Staff can obtain an application from the Junior Grange Director. It is NOT to be assumed that you can attend camp every year based on previous years of service. We need to assure that new and upcoming Grange members have the chance to participate in camp and this might cause a need for Grange members who have been coming to camp for many years to be asked to give their “place” to another person. 





JUNIOR GRANGE OF THE YEAR

The Junior Grange of the Year will be awarded to a Junior Grange whose Director/Leader completes the form (see last page of Junior section). Reports will be judged by an outside committee. We encourage you to create a scrapbook of events that your Junior Grangers have participated in throughout the year. We want to encourage you to think outside of the box in your programming and want to see what you and your Juniors have done to grow the Grange during the year.
Reports are due by September 15 each year. Winners will receive a plaque and prize money to encourage continued growth. Reports will be judged on thoroughness, ingenuity/creativeness, and growth efforts.

1st Place – $200 payable to the Junior Grange
2nd Place – $100 payable to the Junior Grange
3rd Place – $50 payable to the Junior Grange

JUNIOR JAM

The “jam” will be held in conjunction with State Grange, in October. Activities typically begin on Saturday morning and may include various activities in the host county. These activities are planned by the host committee and a registration fee is required by the Junior attending. The Host Committee is to keep the State Junior Grange Committee up to date on the planning process. Details will be published in the Pennsylvania Grange News.

NATIONAL GRANGE PROGRAMS 

Please refer to the National Grange website for monthly activity suggestions, Awareness Projects, Ambassador Program, and other National Junior Grange contests. www.nationaljuniorgrange.org 

PA STATE JUNIOR GRANGE COMMITTEE
Philip Vonada, PA State Junior Grange Director – (814) 404-7985; pajuniorgrange@gmail.com 
Jen Beamon (Southeast) – (484) 769-4431; jennifermarie707@gmail.com 
Ashley Furman (North Central) – (814) 360-2265; Abird6280@yahoo.com 
Miranda Irons (Northwest) – (814) 730-9148; randi_2002@hotmail.com 
James Knoerdel (Southwest) – (724) 561-9372; james.knoerdel@gmail.com  
Tina Reich (South Central) – (717)-579-9190; tina_reich@hotmail.com 
Christie Straub (West) – (724) 669-9190; bagge28@yahoo.com

and the Junior Ambassadors 
2023-2024 – Gayle Reyburn (Chester County) and Braden Thomson (Warren County)

Contact Philip Vonada to ‘book’ the Junior Ambassadors for your Grange meetings or events, or to have Philip or another Committee member attend!

Junior Grange of the Year Report
Report for September 2023-August 2024
Due Date: Sept 15th	
Complete and mail to:	Philip Vonada, Junior Director 358 Clinton Street, South Williamsport, PA 17702

	Junior Grange Name & Number

	Junior Grange Town/Location

	Junior Director/Leader



	Director Address


	Is your Junior Grange
▢ Chartered
▢ 1+ (i.e. operating under a Subordinate charter)

	Director Phone Number
	Director E-mail Address



	Are all adults (age 18+) who work with your Juniors on the PA State Grange volunteer list, with valid clearances on file?
More information: https://bit.ly/PAJGClearances
▢ Yes
▢ No (please explain)
	Did any Juniors attend statewide Junior Grange events?

	How many meetings did you hold in the 2022-23 year?

	Total Junior Membership



	Average Attendance



	Number of New Members:
	Number of Juniors graduated (please list names on a separate page):

	Please check all that apply to members of your Junior Grange:
	▢ Participated in at least one PA State Junior Grange contest
▢ Completed at least one National Junior Grange passport from the National Grange OR used the National Junior Grange Quarterly Focus Area
▢ Held at least one meeting using the JG ritual (do not include camp)
▢ Completed a program/event that also involved Community or Pomona Grange members (can include leading a program at a Grange meeting)
▢ Invited the PA Junior Grange Ambassadors to participate in at least one of your events or programs
▢ Graduated Juniors successfully moved to Subordinate membership

	Please attach/include the following information:
	1. List of Juniors, including names, addresses, birthdates, and emails (of parents). 
2. List all adults working with your Juniors, including names, addresses, phone numbers, and emails.
3. PROGRAMMING: Please include a list or other way to show the programs/events your Juniors participated in this year. This can include community service programs/projects, programming/work at meetings, camps, etc. 
4. MEMBERSHIP: Outline membership/growth promotion efforts by the Junior Grange members and leaders. 
5. Comments or suggestions for the betterment of the PA State Junior Grange Program.
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