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Jaycee Jette, Montana, shows off her piñata costume during the Thursday night Youth Costume party.

Youth, Patrons enjoy fun-filled day
BY LURAE BENZIO & JOSH BETHANY
Communications Fellows
Thursday was full of excitement as Grange
Youth program got into full swing. The highlight
of the day was actually in the evening when dozens of Youth enjoyed fellowship and fun at the
annual Costume Dance Party, themed “Party
Like It’s Your Birthday.”
There were some great party outfits ranging
from a birthday cake, birthday presents, and
more silly accessories.
Jaycee Jette, Montana, was dressed as piñata
complete with lights. Pennsylvania Youth Ambassador Sara Benzio wore a big red bow on
her head. Shannon Ruso, New York, former National Youth Ambassador, was dressed as a gift
and Washington State Grange Youth Ambassador Jacob Gwin, Washington, was dressed as a
present.
The attendees enjoyed popcorn, chocolate
cookies and lemonade.
Earlier in the day, Grange Youth and other
convention attendees toured the Washington

State University Department of Agriculture. The
tour had three parts: a tour of the dairy and beef
agriculture program, a small buffet with a speaker, and a tour of the university’s experimental
wheat greenhouses.
Tour attendees learned about beef marbling
and an experimental program where they give
the cows vitamins and then cross breed them an
attempt to find the highest grade of meat possible. The breeds Wagyu and Angus were are the
two main types of cattle they focus on.
The Youth also found some barn kittens and
played with them for a while.
“The kittens were my favorite part, but I like
the mixing of modern science and agriculture.
It puts a new spin on the world’s oldest profession,” National Youth Ambassador Kennedy
Gwin said.
During lunch, Fred Fleming spoke about
Sheppard’s Grain, then tour attendees went
to the experimental greenhouses on campus
where they learned about the college’s experiments with cross breeding wheat plants and tryYOUTH Cont’d Page 2
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Learn about a new
Youth opportunity
at Saturday workshop
Do you want to give juniors and youth
hands on activities? Provide educational experiences that have agricultural education
components? Allow kids to show animals
and show off their successes to the local
community?
Then the Youth Fair program may be for
you!
The Grange Youth Fair Program is an exciting way for Junior Grangers and Youth to
participate in their local, regional and State
Fairs as Grange members. The Youth Fair
Program allows Grange members to participate in local fairs, much like the 4-H and
FFA.
In California, the program has been quite
a success as well as in Nevada and is starting to take off in Washington and Oregon.
One young member said the experience
has been very positive.
“The Youth Fair program has given me a
huge family. A Grange family that comes to
cheer us on and provide support. It is so
awesome,” said Brooke Solbrack, who previously was part of the local 4-H and became
a charter member of Dixon Grange #19. “I

have shown sheep for 3 years and this year I
am excited to expand to a dairy cow.”
On Saturday Lillian Booth and Tacy Currey will present a program and introduce
you to the potentially great adventure of
the Grange Youth Fair Program with support materials and ideas to get the program
started in your area.
“Learn about the program, recordbook
and how you can encourage youth to engage in agricultural pursuits while they also
learn about the Grange at the Saturday
workshop,” Currey said. “We can help you
explore, create or enhance your own local
program!”

YOUTH
Continued from Page 1
ing to come up with disease resistant strains for
a higher wheat yield. They saw a seed storage
area, which had regulated temperature and air
pressure to preserve the seeds. This is important because if sometime in the future our current wheat crops become weak or susceptible
to certain pests, seeds stored at the University can be pulled and farmers can start from
scratch.
The tour concluded with a trip to the on-campus ice cream shoppe Ferdinand’s, which creates the ice cream and famous “Cougar Gold”
cheese from the milk that is produced by the
campus dairy.
After spending a day on the tour, the Youth
got to work on a community service project.
Terry Ferguson, Washington, organized the
activities and was pleased to see what the
Youth completed.

“We are making items for those who need
warmth and special items for personal care,”
Ferguson said.
There were 25 large fleece blankets that will
be given to Catholic Charities for the Homeless and the small ones will be given to the Humane Society for kittens. Ferguson said, “The
young kittens come into the shelter sometimes
without their mom and they are wrapped in the
warm fleece blankets for comfort and warmth.”
Prior to hand tying the fleece blanket edges, the Youth assembled Blessing Bags for the
Homeless. The bags contained a pair of socks,
hat, toothbrush, shampoo, and other toiletries
that will be much appreciated during the cold
winter months.
About 25 youth were spread around the
room working on the blankets and enjoying the
comradery.
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Quarterly magazine lauded, subscribers needed
BY ELIZABETH HINER
Senior Communications Fellow
Subscribers have received the first three
issues of Good Day!™ since rollout after the
150th National Convention.
Overall, the reception has been positive
from the members who receive information
from their leadership.
“I am so very happy that we’ve been able
to provide this product to our membership,”
National Grange Communications Director and
Editor of Good Day! magazine Amanda Brozana Rios said. “Several years ago this was something I had imagined and hoped one day we
would be able to provide to our members who
still enjoy tangible products.”
Marty Billquist, past Montana State Grange President and past National Executive Committee Member, took the magazine to his home Grange and now
every member of his Grange is a subscriber.
“The magazine generates a lot of productive
conversation at his Grange,” Billquist said. “It’s just
packed with stuff that people want to talk about.”
Good Day!™ covers a variety of subjects
with a look at Grange history, current events,
book reviews and more. There are state briefs
to keep members up to date on what fellow
Grangers are doin. There are also ideas that
could be used as Lecturer’s programming including D-I-Ys and recipes and much more.
The first edition focuses on family traditions,
whether it is an old family recipe, a hobby or handicraft our just what a family does every year. The second focused on summer camps. The latest issue covered the history of the Grange’s reach internationally.
It also has many articles that are attractive to
those who haven’t yet joined the Grange, making it a great publicity and membership tool,

National President Betsy Huber has said.
Brozana Rios said, however, that the subscriber base that was expected has not yet
been reached. Something that have caused
concern about the publication’s future.
“I was so happy that our Executive Committee
and Delegates took the leap with me last year to
start this product, but it’s been a really slow start,”
Brozana Rios said. “I was surprised by how many
members I met over the last year who have not
heard about the magazine. We have to share the
news about it, share it with people so they see the
quality of product and can choose to subscribe.”
The Good Day!™ magazine is available here
at the convention in the Fellows Room, Manito,
and the at the showcase either as single issues for
$5 or as a yearly subscripton rate if $14 per year.

MOOVE ON DOWN TO THE GRANGE STORE™
IN THE EXHIBITION ROOM FOR NEW & EXCLUSIVE PRODUCTS!
Stuffed Cows & Ducks - $12 each
Paper Gift Bags - .75¢
Sewing Kits - $1.25 each

®
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American Values.
Hometown Roots.

®

American Values.
Hometown Roots.

Grange Store™ by Monroe Classic - www.promoplace.com/grange or www.monroeclassic.com
Order on line or call Monroe Classic, Inc. at 1-800-868-2330 or email sales@monroeclassic.com
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National President Betsy Huber’s number was drawn Thursday night during the second of
three nights of “pie-in-the-face,” allowing her to cream one of her closest Grange friends,
National Steward Chip Narvel.

New ideas, energy comes to Junior Grange
BY ELIZABETH HINER
Senior Communications Fellow
The Junior Grange had a very good year under the new Junior Grange Director Samantha
Wilkins, who accepted the offered directorship
at the 150th National Convention in Washington, D.C.
“It is always a fun time to work with kids and
finding out what their interests are and what
makes them tick. So this year being our 150th
birthday of National Grange, I knew we needed a few things within the Junior Grange Department. We needed some new and exciting
things, but we also needed to get back down to
what our roots are,” Wilkins said.
Wilkins traveled across the nation this past
year and learned that people across the nation
considered Junior Grange a fun time for arts
and crafts.
“Those things are good, but does that really pertain to what the Grange is or what it is
about?” Wilkins questioned.
Four new and major ideas were introduced to
the Junior Department, the first being the Na-
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tional Grange Legislative Fly-In during Grange
Month in April. This is a way to introduce the
Youth and Juniors to our government and the
departments, which make it up.
The second is the Awareness Award where
Juniors are given an agricultural issue to focus
on. Last year they chose Honeybee Awareness.
The Juniors planted gardens, talked with Beekeepers and made posters for their respective
communities. Each year going forward will have
a new theme, 2018 will be pollinators
Third is a yearly handicraft project, for 2018
the Juniors will have to create their own cross
stitch pattern. They will also receive limited
guidelines for this project, which is to promote
creativity.
The last component is a focus on Grange History covering “what is the Grange/Jr. Grange
about?’” Where did our roots begin and why?”
“There are a few other things here and there
that I have tweaked or changed, but the overall response has been positive,” Wilkins said.
“And as always if anyone has question, I am always here!”

Day 3 A: Prairie Farmer

What song is indicated as appropriate for Silver Star and Golden Sheaf ceremonies?
SEE ANSWER IN DAY 5.

