
Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS)Natural Gas & Pipelines

Property Taxes and Pensions

Funding for Ag Research & Extension

PA State Grange consistently advocates 
that the General Assembly provide essential 
budgetary resources to fund activities 
that benefit the agricultural community.   
Extension programs educate farmers on best 
practices and help consumers understand 
the importance of agriculture. The PA 
Department of Agriculture needs funding for 
its regulatory and food safety efforts as well 
as for specialized programs that help farmers 
be more efficient.  PA State Grange enhances 
its advocacy through active involvement in 
the PA State Council of Farm Organization, 
the Penn State Ag Council and other coalition 
groups.

Pennsylvania has benefitted economically 
from the growth of the natural gas industry. 
However, all property owners are not 
receiving the 12.5% royalty required by state 
Law. PA State Grange supports legislation 
to require natural gas companies to pay the 
full contracted royalty to lessees with no 
deductions.
Pipelines are economic lifelines which mean 

millions to the Pennsylvania economy from 
new and expanded domestic and overseas 
markets. As such, their construction is 
essential as long as precautions are taken to 
ensure full compensation to affected property 
owners.

PA State Grange calls upon the United 
States Congress and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) to assess the far-
reaching regulatory impact on American 
farming because of the new definition of 
Waters of the US. 
The expanded 

reach of the EPA 
is well past the 
Clean Water Act’s 
authority to regulate 
‘navigable waters’. 
The EPA acts as 
if it can regulate 
nearly every body of 
water from rivers to 
puddles.

Higher pension costs for school districts 
directly affect homeowners with higher 
property tax rates. While no one wants to 
see current school retirees lose what was 
promised, Pennsylvania must take long-
range steps to reform the pension system 
and achieve actuarial stability. In addition, 
Pennsylvania legislators must actively 
pursue ways to eliminate dependence on 
property taxes.

PA State Grange supports immigration 
reform to establish an effective and fair policy 
that provides a sensible path to citizenship 
while providing necessary farm labor at an 
affordable rate. The turmoil surrounding this 
issue often obscures the reality that growers 
and producers across the country are 
heavily dependent on immigrant workers for 
harvesting crops and performing other farm 
activities. 

Immigration Reform

Power Plants
PA State Grange opposes EPA’s proposed 

greenhouse gas rule to impose stricter and 
more expensive  regulations on existing coal 
burning power plants. Reliable electricity is 
the lifeblood of every business, community, 
and home in America. The rule will result in 
higher electricity costs, power plant closures, 
and job losses, as well as higher fertilizer and 
machinery costs for farmers.

Pennsylvania Priorities

Federal Priorities
Chesapeake Bay

PA State Grange fears that too-stringent 
EPA rules punish farmers who are trying to 
reduce nutrient runoff responsibly.  Agriculture 
should not be regarded as the sole culprit 
for degradation of the Bay and EPA must 
be brought to recognize the wide array of 
conservation practices already being utilized.



The Grange is a family organization, 
dedicated to improving the American way of 
life through community service, education, 
and legislation. 

In 1867 the National Grange became the 
first nationwide fraternal farm organization. 
It is the first national organization to give full 
voice and vote to women. 

Each year, Grange policies affect local, state, 
and national legislation. The development 
of Grange policy starts at the local level, 
making us truly a grass roots organization. 

Pennsylvania’s number one industry is 
agriculture, and the Pennsylvania State 
Grange is proud to continue suporting farms 
and farm families. In addition to that support 
the Grange gives all its members a voice in 
every aspects of the legislature. Throughout 
the Commonwealth our members are 
involved in setting Grange policy.

Simply put, Pennsylvania State Grange 
members set policy.  Nearly every National 
or State Grange policy statement begins 
at a Community Grange meeting.  These 
local Granges have been the foundation 
and strength of the organization since its 
inception in 1867. Resolutions can also 
come from the county or Pomona level.  

Resolutions must be received by the PA 
State Grange in September in order to be 
considered by the PA State Grange at our 

annual convention. These are adopted 
through careful discussion and decision by 

delegates.

A complete listing of PA State Grange 
Resolutions and Legislative Policy may 
be found in our Legislative Summary 

Handbook, available at www.pagrange.org 
or by contacting the State Grange office.

For More Information About Granges 
In Your Area, Contact:

The Pennsylvania State Grange
1-800-552-3865

www.pagrange.org
publicrelations@pagrange.org

The Grange is a fraternal family organization 
dedicated to the betterment of rural America 

through community service, education, legislation, 
and fellowship.
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