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Dear Fellow Grangers:

Summer is now in full swing. 
As I write this, Debbie and I are 
preparing to attend Pennsylvania 
State Grange Youth Camp. We will 
be presenting a workshop associ-
ated with the Masterchef theme 
on cheese as well as helping El-
len with other activities for the 
weekend. We will then be heading 
to the “Wild Wild West” to help in 
the kitchen for the week of Junior 
Camp and 
assist Lu-
rae in sev-
eral other 
projects. I 
always get 
very excit-
ed when we 
are invited 
to partici-
pate in any 
event with 
the Juniors 
and/or the 
Youth. We 
say they are 
the Grang-
ers of the 
future; no, 
they are the 
G r a n g e r s 
of today. 
These in-
dividuals have the energy and vi-
tality we used to have during our 
childhood days. They have the am-
bition to change the world and the 
fresh, creative ideas that will lead 
us into the future. I so enjoy in-
teracting with these young people 

and sharing my stories with them. 
The stories that tell how God has 
used events in my life to lead me 
down the pathway he chose for me. 
God uses us “seasoned” Grangers 
to pass on the knowledge and wis-
dom that life has taught us. We 
must be an example to them. It is 
important to give them the sup-
port and encouragement to try 
new things.

Each of us can remember a few 
special people who made a differ-
ence in our lives. These individuals 
had no idea at the time they were 
molding and impacting our future. 
This is what we must be, an ex-
ample; Not only to the Juniors and 

Youth, but to 
all who come 
into contact 
with us. We 
must live our 
lives everyday 
knowing we 
are impact-
ing our future 
generat ions. 
This upcom-
ing week is go-
ing to be filled 
with many ex-
citing events 
and activities. 
Who knows 
which one may 
change the 
world??? 

Fraternally,

Wayne Campbell
Pennsylvania State Grange 
President 
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From the President’s Desk
Wayne D. Campbell
PA State Grange President
president@pagrange.org



	 It is the first day of Summer 
as I write this article, so it is chal-
lenging to write about the Autumn 
Season!  However, I must Fast For-
ward to September and October, in 
my mind at least.  I really enjoy the 
four-season climate we have here 
in Pennsylvania and the Fall of the 
year has its own special points of 
interest.
	
	 It’s referred to Harvest Time 
in our Grange ritual…a time to 
reap the benefits of our la-
bors.   If we have planted 
good seeds in good ground 
and weeded, watered and 
watched for intruders, our 
plants should be bearing 
the fruits and vegetables 
we hoped for.

	 Now it is time to gather the 
equipment we need in preparation 
for the harvest.  Where are those 
freezer boxes?  Do those canning 
jars need run through the dish-
washer?  Do I have enough lids, 
sugar, salt, spices, etc.?  

	 Next, choosing a day when I 
can I pick those beans, husk that 
corn or peal those peaches may 
not be at my leisure.  After all, 
when they are ripe, NOW is the 
time to act.  If we wait or put it off, 
we lose the peak of the crop, the 
juiciest tomatoes and the firmest 
peppers!

	 Reminds me of Jesus’ prompt-
ing in one of his examples for his 
disciples.  He told them not to wait 

four months until the time for the 
harvest:  “Look NOW for the fields 
are white for the harvest!”  He 
was telling them how important 
it is to do it NOW….Of course, Je-
sus meant  more than harvesting 
peas and pears….he was referring 
to winning souls…to gather fruits 
for eternal life!  We must remem-
ber that we can reap what we 
have sown, but sometimes we also 
reap from what those before us 
have sown (like picking wild blue-
berries?).  The urgency is that by 
waiting we lose the opportunities 
to share God’s Word and give Him 
the chance for a bountiful harvest.

	 You realize that I must relate 
this parable to our Grange expe-
riences….how many times do we 

procrastinate inviting someone to 
one of our meetings or to a fami-
ly function to show them what the 
Grange actually means to us.  By 
waiting, we could be losing a valu-
able chance to reap the benefits of 
a new member who would then tell 
his or her friends and the harvest 
might just be white for us!! 

	 The optimum word is NOW.  
Don’t wait…remember that say-
ing, “you snooze, you lose…in the 
garden, in your Christian walk 
and in the Grange.
  
					   
HAPPY HARVESTING
(And when you sit down for a rest, 
check out John 4:35)

Prayerfully yours,
Judy Pressler
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Chaplain’s Corner
Judy Pressler
PA State Grange Chaplain



	 The Everly Brothers released a 
hit song in 1958 called, “All I Have 
To Do Is Dream.”  The first line 
goes, Drea-ea-ea-ea-eam, dream, 
dream, dream, drea-ea-ea-ea-eam, 
dream, dream, dream.  The song 
s h o t 
to the 
top of 
the bill-
b o a r d 
c h a r t s 
w i t h i n 
a cou-
ple of 
months.  
Granted 
the song 
is based 
on the 
love of 
a girl, I 
w o u l d 
like you 
to focus 
just on 
the line 
a b o u t 
d r eam-
ing and 
let’s talk 
a b o u t 
y o u r 
love for your Grange!

	 Dreams are very important, 
and they can motivate us into ac-
tion to set goals to obtain them.  
Since I work on membership for 
the Pennsylvania State Grange, I 
like to assume you all dream about 
growing your Grange!

	 So, let’s talk about attach-
ing some goals to these Grange 
dreams to make them a reality.

	 Setting the goals and talking 
about an action plan is a great 
start.  When you have your action 
plan, each member needs to be 
responsible for their part to reach 
your goals. 

	 If you are in need of recruiting 
material, or need any help in set-

ting goals, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me.

Lizzie Bailey
PR/Membership Director
publicrelations@pagrange.org
717-737-8855 office
717-254-9550 cell

Our History

	 On December 4, 1867, in a small 
Washington D.C. office building, the 
Order of the Patrons of Husbandry 
was born. Here, sitting around a plain 
wooden table, a small group of seven 
earnest men, planned what was des-
tined to become a vital force in pre-
serving and expanding American de-
mocracy. They were all men of vision 
– they had faith in God, in their fellow 
man and in the future.

	​ The seven founders of the Grange 
were Oliver H. Kelley, William Saun-
ders, Aaron B. Grosh, John R. Thomp-
son, Francis M. McDowell, William 
Ireland and John Trimble. They were 
assisted by Caroline Hall, a niece of 
Kelley.

	 Oliver Hudson Kelley is regarded 
as the father of the Grange. In 1866, 
serving as a staff member of the De-
partment of Agriculture, he was sent 
to make a survey of the farm con-
ditions of the South following the 
Civil War. During this time, Kelley 
conceived the idea that a fraternal or-
ganization, composed of farmers from 
all sections of the country, would help 
heal scars caused by the war, as well 
as improve the economic and social 
position of the farm population.

	 Upon his return to Washington, 
Kelley communicated his ideas to 
some of his friends in government ser-
vice, and enlisted their support. They 
framed an organization based on sev-
en degrees and a constitution. Caro-
line Hall was the first to suggest that 
women be admitted to membership on 
a basis of equality with men.

	 In 1873 the Grange movement 
took root in Pennsylvania and on 
September 18th 1873 in Reading PA 
a meeting was held to organize the 
Pennsylvania State Grange. At the 
time there were 25 local Granges in 
PA. We now have 219 local Granges 
and about 6,785 members all over the 
Commonwealth.
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Pennsylvania 
State Grange...
 Time Machine

Membership News
Lizzie Bailey
PA State Grange Membership & PR 
Director



	 Summer is in full swing, go 
out and enjoy it! Family Festival 
was fun spending time with fellow 
Grangers, having workshops and 
even a field trip. The talent contest 
was also held and the results will 
be in the next issue. Thank you to 
all who had a hand in this great 
activity. 

	 There is still time to work on 
contest entries. Now is a great 
time to get pictures for the pho-

tography contest. Please see your 
contest guide for information on 
what kind of pictures to take and 
information on the oth-
er contests.

	 Reports and scrap-
books are due to me by 
September 15th (pri-
or to State Session). If 
you have any questions 
please feel free to con-
tact me. Please see your 
packet for rules on the 
scrapbooks.

Program ideas:

September:  honey month and 
chicken month 

September 7-Grandparents day 
September 12-Chocolate Shake 
day 
September 17-National Apple 
Dumpling day 

October:  popcorn popping month
October 3-World Smile day
October 10-World Egg day 
October 25-World Pasta day

Until next time,
Denise Clare
Pennsylvania State Lecturer

	 Just a couple weeks after an 
appeal was distributed by the 
Pennsylvania State Grange His-
tory Committee requesting finan-
cial support to microfilm import-
ant and irreplaceable historical 
records of the Pennsylvania State 
Grange, generous support is al-
ready being received.   As of July 
19th, 12 contributors have given 
about $1,400 toward this big proj-
ect that was described in detail in 
the previous issue (July-August) of 

the Grange News.  Special thanks 
to the following for their quick re-
sponse to support this appeal (list-
ed in order of receipt):
Perry Valley #1804, Perry County

Robert Pardoe Jr., Milton, PA
Hayfield #800, Crawford County
Scrubgrass #1705, Venango County
Ontelaunee #1617, Berks County

Dawson #419, Fayette County
Stony Point #1694, Mercer County

Elk Creek #997, Erie County
Fairdale #1157, Susquehanna 

County
Kimberton #1304, Chester County

Chester County Pomona #3
Oliver #1069, Perry County

 
	 Future issues will include a list 
of contributors to give recognition 
for both individual and Grange 

contributions.   The actual micro-
filming work is expected to begin 
very shortly and will be completed 
in stages as funds are available; 
the total cost to microfilm records 
for permanent preservation and to 
make a PDF copy of records acces-
sible on the Grange website is ex-
pected to cost up to $9,000.    Please 
continue to send contributions for 
this undertaking to:  Pennsylva-
nia State Grange History Commit-
tee, c/o Anna May Nauss, 10 W. 
Schoolside Drive, Mechanicsburg, 
PA  17055.   Checks for the histo-
ry project should be made payable 
to Pennsylvania State Grange, in-
dicating History Committee in the 
memo line. Thank you.  
 
	    Additional information about 
the ongoing work of the State 
Grange History Committee may be 
obtained from Doug Bonsall at 
douglas.b@verizon.net. 
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Program Director
Denise Clare
PA State Grange Program Director

History Committee
Doug Bonsall
PA State Grange History Committee 
Director



Hello fellow Grangers,

	 My name is Barbara Schroed-
er and I have been serving as the 
Pennsylvania State Grange Over-
seer since March.   My Grange 
story starts in 2005 when Mi-
chael Adams chartered Hamburg 
Grange #2103 in Hamburg.  My 
parents had already discussed the 
Grange with Mike and thought I 
would be interested.  I was looking 
for a local community service or-
ganization to be involved with af-
ter I moved home from grad school 
in Michigan.  Up until this point, 
I had only heard of the Grange in 
passing, and I actually thought it 
was just the name of a building in 
Virginville where Nancy Hoffman’s 
(now Nancy Dusko) 16th birthday 
party was held.  As I learned more, 
I loved how the Grange is grass-
roots, both with legislative issues 
and community service.  I loved 
how it is both local and national.  I 
loved that while it focuses on rural 
issues, it is not exclusively about 
rural issues.   It seemed like a 
perfect fit, but at the time I didn’t 
realize it would change my whole 
life.

	 In 2006, State Session was 
held in Reading, Pennsylvania and 
Mike suggested getting involved 
with the Youth Drill team.  To say 
this was out of my comfort zone 
was an understatement as it truly 
is a form of performing, but I said 
I could try. Mike put me in touch 
with Derek Schroeder who was in 

charge of the drill team.  We chat-
ted online some initially (back in 
the days of AOL Instant Messen-
ger!), and I decided to introduce 
myself to Derek in person at the 
Fifth Degree presentation held at 
Fleetwood Grange on September 
30, 2006.  He ignored me.  He said 
hi, but that was it.  He claims he 
was just too busy because he was 
involved in the degree.  But I heed-
ed the lesson I was taught that 
night and I persevered.  We start-
ed dating a couple weeks later, got 
engaged on New Year’s Day 2008 
and were married on January 3, 
2009.  We now have two Junior 
Grangers, Jacob (7) and Ellie (5).  
If you meet Jacob sometime soon, 
ask him why he loves the Grange.  
He gives really great answers. 

	 In February, soon after Wayne 
Campbell assumed the position 
of State Master, I received a call 
from him asking if I would serve as 
State Overseer.  Derek and I had 
several discussions about this, as 
it would take commitment from 
both of us to make it work for our 
family.  At one point in our con-
versations, Derek mentioned the 
way that elections are done at Na-
tional Grange, where there are no 
nominations. He said it was more 
like the office was seeking the in-
dividual rather than the individ-
ual seeking the office. Sometimes 
things find us when we aren’t even 
looking for them. This was defi-
nitely the office seeking me and I 
felt (cautiously) ready to step up 
and serve. 

	 So here I am, about 12 years 
after joining the Grange serving as 
Overseer of the second largest State 
in Grange membership.  I am proof 
that we can recruit adult members 
who want to be involved and can 
be fully involved… you just need to 
find them.   You need to ask them 

to join by showing them all the 
wonderful things we do as Grang-
ers.  While our work fundraising is 
important, you do not want some-
one to feel as though you are ask-
ing them to join as a new gener-
ation of workhorses.  Show them 
that even if you don’t have a Ju-
nior Grange, we have a ton of ways 
to be involved with Juniors in oth-
er Granges or at the State level.  
While the Dairy Princesses were at 
State Junior Camp, the two prin-
cesses who aren’t already Grange 
members asked if they could go 
to State Camp if they joined a lo-
cal Grange.  Ask new members 
for ideas, because they may have 
a community service project idea 
or fundraising idea you haven’t 
thought of in the past.  I also think 
it is important to show them our 
history and explain to them why 
we have our ritual, degrees, and 
offices.  While this is not the most 
exciting lesson to teach new mem-
bers, it is often something we hear 
as something that makes people 
uncomfortable.  If they under-
stand that it is important as a part 
of our history, they may see it in a 
different light. 

	 As I write this, I am approach-
ing the end of my tenure as Over-
seer of the State Grange.  It has 
been an amazing experience and I 
have learned a lot about the day-
to-day dealings of the Grange.  
Starting next year, I am planning 
on going back to work full time 
and some of the duties of Overseer 
would be much more difficult while 
working a full time job.  I would not 
feel comfortable accepting another 
year in the position knowing that, 
if I would need to step up as Mas-
ter, I wouldn’t be able to fully com-
mit the necessary time and energy 
needed in the role.  I have enjoyed 
this time as Overseer and my time 
over the last six years on the Good 
of the Order committee and hope 
to find another way to serve the 
Pennsylvania State Grange in the 
future. 

- Barbara Schroeder
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Overseer’s Notes
Barbara Schroeder
PA State Grange Overseer



Hello!
 
	 My name is Jodi Keith and I 
am a member on the family ac-
tivities committee. I am an active 
member of Lincoln Grange #914, 
where I am currently Secretary 
and Huntingdon Pomona Grange 
#6 in Huntingdon County, where I 
hold the office of Master. I work in 
State College as an X-ray/ Mam-
mography Tech. In my spare time, 
I help to care for my grandparents 
and I’m currently planning a wed-
ding to my fiancé, Ben Kensinger, 
in October.

	 By the time, you read this, fair 
season will be winding down and 
kids will be going back to school. 
And let’s not forget about State 
Session in Scranton, October 20-
22, where I know they are plan-
ning an awesome convention!

	 Have you started working on 
your state session entries? Are 
you a sewer and like to quilt? We 
have a fantastic quilt block con-
test for you! Our theme this year 
is “Around the block” made up 
of various light to dark shades of 
solid greens with medium printed 
greens. They need to be 12-1/2” X 
12-1/2” finished square, which in-
cludes 1/4” seam allowance. These 
entries will NOT be returned, as 
they will be used for future family 
activities quilts fundraiser.

	 Or are you a baker? How about 
making some angel food cake or 
potato candy or even sticky buns? 
Each entry needs 6 pieces of can-
dy or 4 sticky buns on a dispos-
able plate or plastic container. All 
food articles must be made from 
scratch. Please, no store mixes 
may be used!

	 Christmas will be here before 
we know it…. And it’ll soon be time 
to hang those Christmas stock-
ings… So why not make some this 
year for our Christmas stocking 
contest? There is a variety of ways 
to make your stocking personal-
ized. The maximum size for your 

stocking is 15 1/2” long 
and 8” wide. You could quilt 
it with or without a lining, 
Appliqué line it (or not), 
counted cross stitch it, or 
some other way to make it.

	 These contests and many oth-
ers are available in this year’s 
Guide to Contests & Programs for 
2017 & 2018, which can be found 
on the Pennsylvania State Grange 
website. We’d love to see every one 
of these contests filled to the max 
with entries! See you in October at 
State Session!

MEMBER 
PHOTO OF THE 
MONTH

	 We’d like to thank Richard 
Mangel, of Butler Co. Pomona 
Grange, for sending us such a 
beautiful picture of a flower many 
of us are accustomed to seeing in 
our flower gardens...the Clematis. 
	 Clematis is a genus of about 
300 species within the buttercup 
family Ranunculaceae. Their gar-
den hybrids have been popular 
among gardeners, beginning with 
Clematis × Jackmanii, a garden 
standby since 1862; more hybrid 
cultivars are being produced con-
stantly. They are mainly of Chi-
nese and Japanese origin. Most 
species are known as Clematis 
in English, while some are also 
known as Traveller’s Joy, a name 
invented for the sole British native, 
C. Vitalba, by the herbalist John 
Gerard; virgin’s bower for C. Viti-
cella; old man’s beard, applied to 
several with prominent seedheads; 
leather flower for those with fleshy 
petals; or vase vine for the North 
American Clematis Viorna.
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Family Activities
Jodi Keith
PA State Grange Family Activities 
Committee Member



Jennifer Nauss, Outstanding Young 
Patron

 
Greetings from South Central 

PA!  My name is Jenn Nauss and 
I hail from Mechanicsburg.  I have 
been involved in the Grange my en-
tire life and I have had the honor to 
serve as one of the Pennsylvania 
State Grange Outstanding Young 
Patrons for the last year.  For those 
who do not know, the Outstanding 
Young Patron contest replaced the 
Young Couple contest and Philip 
and I were the first selected OYPs for 
the state of Pennsylvania.  

I have had a busy year and am 
sad to see it coming to an end.  In 
the past year, I have had the oppor-
tunity to attend the Pennsylvania 
State Grange Session in Shippens-
burg in October and the Nation-
al Grange Session in Washington, 
D.C., in November.  I attended the 
PA Farm Show in January, where 
the Pennsylvania State Grange 
Youth Royalty were honored during 
the Opening Ceremonies and staffed 
the State Grange booth.  In March, 
Philip and I were invited to attend 
a Berks County Pomona Grange 
meeting, where we participated in 
the Youth Drill and led the literary 
program on Grange Jeopardy.  In 
April, we were invited to attend the 
Mid-Atlantic Lecturer’s Conference 
to lead the group in Get Acquaint-
ed Games.  The summer has been 
a busy one.  On June 7th, I partic-
ipated in the State Grange Royalty 
Day, where I had the honor to be 
recognized on the House floor and 
to meet with both my Representative 
and Senator.  The following week-
end, I traveled to Delaware for the 
Eastern Regional Youth Conference.  
I attended Sunday of Youth Camp in 
the beginning of July and, as I write 
this, am wrapping up a fun week of 
Junior Grange Camp as a counselor 
and workshop leader.  

I am looking forward to Family 
Festival in a few short weeks where 
new Outstanding Young Patrons will 
be named.  I am looking forward to 
visiting Crawford County Pomona in 
September and traveling to Nation-
al Session in November to represent 
Pennsylvania in the Outstanding 
Young Patron contest there.  I would 
like to thank Ellen and the Youth 
Committee for this opportunity and 
would like to thank everyone for 
their support, especially my family.  
A special thank you to Granges who 
welcomed us to their meetings.  I 

look forward to seeing many of you 
at the many Grange activities later 
this summer and in the fall.

 
 

Philip Vonada, Outstanding Young 
Patron

 
My year as Outstanding Young 

Patron has been incredible. I have 
been honored to serve with Jenn 
Nauss for the year, and to have 
worked with an incredible Youth 
Committee, led by Ellen Wadsworth. 
I was fortunate to have been able to 
attend many Granges and Grange 

activities throughout Pennsylvania 
(and beyond), including Ag Progress 
Days, the Centre County Grange 
Fair, Pennsylvania State Grange, 
National Grange (where I had the 
honor of serving as Master/Pres-
ident of the Youth Officer Team), 
Mid-Atlantic Lecturer’s Conference, 
Eastern Regional Youth Conference, 
and State Youth and Junior Camps. 
It has been an extreme pleasure to 
have been able to spread the good 
news of the Grange, especially en-
couraging Youth and Junior mem-
bers to take on a more active role 
in their Granges and communities. 
You may remember me talking about 
the #AskAYouth movement at the 
PA State Session in 2016, and I will 
continue encouraging this - Ask A 
Youth to get involved, to take on a 
leadership/mentorship role, and to 
do more in their Granges and be-
yond.

This November, Jenn and I will 
be flying to Spokane, Washington to 
compete for National Grange Out-
standing Young Patrons. Wish us 
luck as we represent Pennsylvania 
on the National level.

I encourage any Youth between 
the ages of 21 and 35 to learn about 
the OYP program and how you can 
be a bigger part of your Grange com-
munity. This year has helped me to 
see some of the bigger and broader 
issues in our Order and the com-
munity, and has encouraged me to 
work harder to solve them.

Thanks again to Ellen and the 
committee - Jen & Robert Beamon, 
Matt & Miranda Irons, Lindsay 
Schroeder, Sara Benzio, Casey Ker-
schner, Grace Wadsworth and Jake 
Mengel. Thanks to each Grange 
and organization who gave me the 
chance to speak on Grange Youth 
issues, to my parents for putting up 
with me, and to Lurae Benzio and 
the Pennsylvania Junior Committee 
for “sharing” me for the year.

It has been an honor and privi-
lege to serve the Pennsylvania State 
Grange for the past year, and I look 
forward to serving in many other 
ways in the years to come.

- Ellen Wadsworth
(Youth Director)
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Hello Grangers, 

	 For those who don’t know me, 
I am Gail Switzer, the Director of 
the Deaf Activities and Communi-
ty Service Department. I am origi-
nally form Berks County and am a 
lifetime member of Marion Grange, 
but currently reside in Ches-
ter County with my 1.5 year old 
Chocolate Lab and attend Goshen 
Grange. I am a former Pennsylva-
nia State Junior Grange Princess, 
Pennsylvania State Grange Youth 
Ambassador, and National Grange 
Youth Mentor.  I also represented 
Pennsylvania as the John Trimble 
Legislative Experience recipient in 
Washington D.C. at National Ses-
sion and had a wonderful time 
watching, listening, and partici-
pating in the work of the Nation-
al Grange. I have been involved 
in Grange going on 17 years now 
and plan to be heavily active for 
many more. I hope you have all 
had a wonderful summer and 
have stayed cool on the hot days. 
I would again like to thank all of 
the Granges that sent money to-
wards our appeal. We are very ex-
cited about the difference we can 
make as a state department with 
our funds. As we approach State 
Session I would like to remind you 
of the items we are collecting for 
two organizations.

St. Francis Commons
•	 TRAVEL sized toiletries
•	 Shower Curtains
•	 Towels
•	 Twin bed sheets
•	 Pillows and pillow cases

The Scranton School for the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing Children
•	 Tissues
•	 Crayons/Markers
•	 Pencils/Erasers
•	 Folders
•	 Notebooks 
•	 Any other school related mate-
rial (glue, construction paper, etc.)

	 We will also be 
having the book, 
CD and DVD sale 
at State Grange (no 
VHS tapes). Bring 
in these items to 
our table in the 
exhibit room and 
then come back 
and buy some new 
ones. Money from 
this will be do-

nated to 
Dogs for 
the Deaf. 
	
	 W e 
will also be collecting 
greeting cards this year. 
If you haven’t brought 
them to Family Festival 
you may bring those to 
State Grange Session. 
The whole card is need-

ed – front and inside. They will be 
given to a home that makes new 
cards and sells them to raise mon-
ey for the home. 
	
	 The annual Community Ser-
vice Report Form is due September 
15th. Remember that the National 
Grange looks at the percentage 
(25% of all the Granges in our 
State) of reports to determine if 
we qualify for funding. You do not 
have to do a scrapbook, but please 
send this report in. They are due 
to me by September 15th, so the 
judges have time to judge before 
state session and before sending 
them on to National Grange. 	

	 Also, please be reminded 
that if you have a Facebook ac-
count I would like you to e-mail 
pagrange.dacs@gmail.com when 
your Grange completes commu-
nity projects. This allows others 
around the state (and nation) to 
see the work you have done and 
get ideas for more community ser-
vice projects. 
	
	 Looking forward to hearing 
about all of your awesome work 
and hope to see you soon. Feel free 
to reach out to me to my personal 

e-mail: g_switzer09@hotmail.com 
phone 610-750-4290, or e-mail 
the address in the above para-
graph with any community ser-
vice/deaf activities projects. 
– Gail 
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	 What most captured the pub-
lic’s attention to the General As-
sembly in June was a piece of leg-
islation named after a dog.

	 A year ago, a battered mutt 
was rescued from a farm by a de-
livery person.  Despite all odds, the 
dog survived and became a symbol 
for animal rescue. Senator Rich-
ard Alloway (R-Franklin) and Rep. 
Todd Stephens (R-Montgomery) 
sponsored legislation known as 
“Libre’s Law” after the name giv-
en to the rescued animal. House 
Bill 1238 was signed into law June 
28, 2017, by Governor Tom Wolf.  
“Libre” was the honored guest at 
the Governor’s signing ceremony 
along with the driver, animal res-
cue advocates, and the Dillsburg, 
PA, veterinarian who saved his life.  

	 The new law seeks to update 
PA’s animal cruelty law by in-
creasing penalties against abuse 
and expanding enforcement pow-
ers.  It defines cruelty to animals. 
“if a person intentionally, knowing-
ly or recklessly ill-treats, overloads, 
beats, abandons or abuses an an-
imal”.  Examples given are where 
a violation causes bodily harm to 
the animal or places the animal at 
risk of injury.  The offense of ag-
gravated cruelty to animals applies 
if a person intentionally tortures, 
neglects or does something caus-
ing serious bodily injury or death 
to the animal.

	 For example, taunting or 
hurting a police animal is a felo-
ny.  Other punishments are not 

as drastic such as for a person or 
business giving away a live animal 
as a prize who might get a $250 
fine. (Exempt are fish or for do-
mestic animals in connection with 
an agricultural, vocational, or ed-
ucational program sponsored or 
sanctioned by the Department of 
Agriculture.)

	 What is included in Act 10 of 
2017?  There are a number of sec-
tions relating to specific kinds of 
abuse:

•	Selling or using disabled hors-
es

•	Transporting horses and other 
animals in a cruel manner

•	Cruelty to cow to enhance ap-
pearance of udder (“kneading, 
beats, or pads the udder of a 
cow or not milking for 24 hours 
or more so as to enhancing the 
udder’s size or appearance or 
by using a device preventing 
a less than six-week old calf 
from obtaining nourishment 
for 24 hours”)

•	Animal fighting and posses-
sion of animal fighting para-
phernalia

•	Skinning and selling or buying 
of dogs and cats’ pelts

•	Killing homing pigeons
•	Limiting the hours a horse, 

mule, or ox can be worked to 
less than 15 hours in a 24-
hour period or more than 90 
hours per week

•	Debarking (cutting vocal cords) 
or cropping ears  or docking a 
tail without using a licensed 
veterinarian

Food Security
	 Bees are also protected by this 
law against an intentional attack 
with a biological agent as well as 
attacks against other animals 
with exposure to harmful viruses 
or bacteria.  Examples cited are 
foot-and-mouth disease, mad cow 
disease, Avian Influenza, and Var-
roa mite.  Making this an offense 

strengthens the clout of the Agri-
culture Department’s animal safe-
ty and quarantine programs.

Tethering of Dogs  
This part of the law seemed to at-
tract the most attention, possibly 
because it was seen by the public 
(and legislators) as a poster image 
of animal cruelty.  It is now illegal 
to tether an unattended dog out-
doors for more than nine hours 
within a 24-hour period, with no 
access to water or shade, or teth-
ered for longer than 30 minutes in 
90 degree temperatures or below 
freezing.  Tether sizes are regulat-
ed too with permissible tethers be-
ing those “commonly used for the 
size and breed of the dog and is at 
least three times the length of the 
dog or ten feet, whichever is lon-
ger.”  In addition, the tether must 
be “secured to a well-fitted collar 
or harness by means of a swiv-
el anchor, swivel latch, or other 
mechanism designed to prevent 
the dog from becoming entangled.”  
There are exemptions to the teth-
ering law when:

•	Tethering while the dog is en-
gaged in lawful hunting, exhi-
bition, performance events or 
field training

•	Tethering a hunting, sporting 
or sledding dog where teth-
ering is “integral” to training, 
conditioning, or purpose of the 
dog

•	Tethering to comply with 
camping or recreational site 
requirements

•	Tethering for one hour or less 

...NEW ANIMAL CRUELTY LAW
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when the dog or person is en-
gaged in a temporary task.

New Enforcement Powers  
	 An agent of a society for pre-
vention of cruelty to animals now 
has the same powers as the police 
to initiate criminal proceedings 
and to ask a court for an injunc-
tion.  

Uncertainties 
	 Looking past the “Libre Law” 
celebration and ceremony, there 
are issues that are not clarified 
in this statute.  First, does Act 10 
mean that someone from the Hu-
mane Society may monitor animal 
treatment on someone’s private 
property away from a visible area 
such as along side of a road?  Act 
10 spells out conditions to warrant 
an accusation of cruelty to ani-
mals (excessive animal waste in 
an area where the dog is tethered, 
open sores or wounds on the dog’s 
body, use of a tow or log chain, or 
a choke, pinch, prong, or chain 
collar) but not how the abuse can 
be observed on private property.  
Also, a humane society police of-
ficer acting in good faith shall not 
be liable for civil damages as the 
result of an act or omission in the 
course of an investigation or en-

forcement action.

	 Likewise, the law exempts nor-
mal agricultural operations from 
Section 5532 (neglect of animal), 
Sections 5533 and 5534 (cruelty 
to animals and aggravated cruel-
ty), Section 5536 (tethering of un-
attended dog), and section 5543 
(animal fighting).  The law says 
that these sections “shall not ap-
ply to activity undertaken in a nor-
mal agricultural operation.”  These 
exemptions set up another area 
where animal rights’ activists and 
the farming community may con-
flict. 

	 Please feel free to contact me 
with questions and concerns.  
www.legislative@pagrange.org, 
717-346-1063.

Vince Phillips is the lobbyist for the 
Pennsylvania State Grange.  Since 
Obamacare was signed into law, 
Vince has given over 300 presen-
tations to insurance, business, and 
consumers’ groups as to how the 
Affordable Care Act functions.

Vince Phillips
717-737-8855 or 
legislation@pagrange.org 

Placing a classified ad or 
business card ad in the 

PENNSYLVANIA GRANGE NEWS 
is incredibly easy! Just fill out 

the order form on page 31, 
write out your check (made 

payable to Pennsylvania State 
Grange), and mail your 

order and payment to the State 
Grange office at: 

Pennsylvania Grange News 
20 Erford Road, Suite 216

 Lemoyne, PA  17043

Classified Ads & 
Business Card Ads:

Classified ads and business 
cards are Pennsylvania State 

Grange “Members Only”!
	 • Classified rates are 

incredibly affordable at only 
$20 for the first 30 words / 
.50¢ each additional word.

 
	 • Business Card rates are 
$450 for the entire year 

(only $75 per issue)!

C L A S S I F I E D  & 
B U S I N E S S  C A R D 

A DV E R T I S E M E N T S

Now Is The Time!

See the PGN Business 
Card & Classified ad 

order form on page 31
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	 The Pennsylvania State 
Grange Youth joined forces in the 
ultimate cooking competition at 
Youth Camp, June 30th through 
July 2nd at Camp Sylvan Hills, 
Howard, PA.  “Master Chef” – 
Youth Camp Edition kicked off as 
campers gathered on Friday eve-
ning.   They were given some basic 
kitchen safety rules and instruc-
tions by “Head Chef” David Wad-
sworth.  The cooking competition 
began with an individual event 
where each camper was given a 
wide range of dessert items and 
had to create their dessert master-
piece for judging.  Celebrity guest 
judges during the weekend includ-

ed Pennsylvania 
State Grange 
Master Wayne 
Campbell, Penn-
sylvania State 
Grange Secretary 
Deb Campbell, 
P e n n s y l v a n i a 
State Grange Ju-
nior Director Lu-
rae Benzio, and 
“Child Cooking 
Prodigy” Bryce 
Danko.  Campers 
wowed the judg-
es with their cre-
ative concoctions 
and designs.  Vespers closed the 
evening activities.
	
	 Bright and early Saturday 
morning, campers were at the prep 
tables again, this time divided into 
teams, for the breakfast competi-
tion.  In each team’s basket was a 
box of pancake/waffle mix, a bag 
of frozen shredded potatoes and a 
bag of raisins.  Each team could 
select other ingredients from the 
pantry but were required to use 
these three ingredients in their 
breakfast creation.  Again, the 
judges were impressed with the 
variety of items that were created 
for all to enjoy.  After breakfast, 
groups went through work stations 
including learning about cheese, 
making turkey garnishes out of 
apples, table etiquette and how to 
create icing flowers and designs.  
The annual Spoons Tournament 
was conducted just prior to lunch 
with Hannah Leibensperger taking 

home the trophy! 
 
	 Lunch brought the next com-
petition for the groups – creating 
a picnic lunch with the bread/
starch item provided.  Again the 
teams could make any type of 
lunch plate using the starch item 
in their basket.  The campers once 
again amazed the judges with the 
imaginative dishes that were cre-
ated.  
	
	 The 2017 Court was an-
nounced for the Youth Ambassa-
dor Competition, including:  Isaac 
Mengel, Joshua Mengel, Jacob 
Mengel, Lexus Johnson, Anna 
Benzio, Grace Wadsworth and 
Mikayla Davis.  Each was asked 
an impromptu question following 
lunch.  Each group worked on a 
menu planning exercise using 
only $25 to feed a family of 4 for 
a day or to feed a single person for 
a week.  Another round of work-
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shops were conducted Saturday 
afternoon including napkin fold-
ing, cupcake decorating, kabob 
making and couponing.  

	 The Youth Committee decided 
to change things around a little 
this year and hold the coronation 
ceremony for the new Pennsylva-
nia State Grange Youth Ambas-
sadors first, then to continue the 
festivities with a 4th of July Bar-
becue.  Congratulations to Grace 
Wadsworth and Jacob Mengel, 
named the 2017-18 Pennsylva-
nia State Grange Youth Ambas-
sadors.  They will spend the next 
year attending various local and 
statewide events representing 
the Grange Youth of PA.   Follow-
ing coronation, the campers were 
treated to barbecued kabobs that 
they assembled earlier, along with 
roasted potatoes, corn on the cob, 
and beautifully decorated cup-
cakes.  Campers played 9-square, 
gaga ball, Frisbee stick, and var-
ious other games during the eve-
ning.  The activities were conclud-
ed with a few Minute-To-Win-It 
games inside and then vespers.

	 Sunday morning campers en-
joyed a hearty breakfast prepared 
by Chef David and Chef Derek S.  
Everyone planted a few herbs in 
jars to take home with them.  Jen-
nifer Nauss provided a thoughtful 
church service Sunday morning.  
“Master-Chef” – Youth Camp Edi-
tion wrapped up with discussion 
on how to be a “Do-er” and com-
pleting camp evaluations.  The tra-
ditional friendship circle officially 
closed the 2017 Youth Camp – un-
til this time next year!

Article by: Ellen Wadsworth
Photos by: Lindsay Schroeder

On June 30, 2017, the General Assembly completed work on a 
spending plan for the Commonwealth which showed spending increases 
in some areas such as a new $100 million for education for kids K-12 
but generally did not increase spending.  Happily, many programs of 
interest to rural Pennsylvania which had been on the chopping block 
were restored.  In particular, the funding level of the General Govern-
ment Operations line item of the PA Department of Agriculture was not 
decreased.  This is important because this is where the money comes 
from to pay salaries and benefits for plant, animal and food safety in-
spectors – a core function of the Department of Agriculture.  This is one 
of many State Budget items on which the Pennsylvania State Grange 
worked this spring.

	 On July 1, Pennsylvania State Grange President Wayne Campbell 
issued the following statement: “Pennsylvania State Grange feels that 
the June 30-passed State Budget for the new fiscal year beginning July 
1 is a reflection of the important role PA Department of Agriculture, Penn 
State, Cooperative Extension, County Fairs, the University of Pennsylva-
nia School of Veterinary Medicine, and many more play in keeping Agri-
culture as a primary industry in Pennsylvania.  The Pennsylvania State 
Grange is thankful that many disastrous spending cuts were reversed in 
the final legislation we thank those legislators advocating for rural PA to 
keep these programs foremost during budget negotiations.”

BUDGET AT A GLANCE
This chart shows a comparison between what the Governor origi-

nally proposed in February, what House Republicans voted on in April 
(‘House Bill 218), and the final, passed Budget.

Budget Item		  Governor	 HB 218		 Final Budget  6/17
General Government	 31.612 million	 29,557 million	 31.110 million
	 (Operations )
Centers for Excellence	 0		  1.029 million	 1.331 million
Food Market Coupons	 2.079 million	 2.079 million	 2.079 million
Ag Research		  0		  0		  1,687 million
Ag Promotion	  	 0		  0		  303,000
	 (Education, Exports )
Hardwoods	  	 0		  328,000	 428,000
	 (Research & Promotion )
Livestock Show		  0		  0		  215,000
Open Dairy Show	 0		  0		  215,000
Youth Shows		  154,000	 131,000	 169,000
Food Purchases		 19.188 million	 19.188 million	 19.188 million

NOTE:  The 6/30/17 version includes one million dollars for PA Agricultural 
Surplus Program.

Transfer		  2.714 million	 2.307 million	 2.714 million
	 (Nutrient Fund )
Transfer		  869,000	 739,000	 869,000
	 (Conservation Districts )
Land Scrip		  51.813 million	 51.813 million	 52.313 million
	 (PSU Ag Research/Ext.)
PA Preferred		  605,000	 514,000	 605,000
UPenn Vet School	 0		  0		  30 million
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		  I am writing this from the 
backroom “office” of the Junior 
Grange Camp and the Juniors, 
Helpers, Counselors and staff 
are partying and dancing out in 
the Mess Hall! They are having a 
BLAST! It is the last night of our 
State Junior Grange Camp and 
WOW what a Wild Wild West week 
of fun we’ve had. I wish I could 
share every detail of our week but 
I would rather you ask a Junior 
who went to camp and feel the 
energy and see the excitement in 
their eyes. We were so blessed to 
have had 59 Juniors, 5 Helpers, 
10 Counselors and numerous staff 
members at camp. The Juniors 
came to us from 13 Junior Grang-
es/Granges. Thank you to those 
who supported their Juniors and 
helped them get to camp in one 
way or another. 
 	

	 One of the highlights of camp 
is crowning/sashing our new 
Pennsylvania State Junior Grange 
Prince and Princess. The Juniors 
who were on Court were Cassan-
dra Kehs from Russellville Grange 
(Chester Co), Isabella Boone from 
Baileyville Grange (Centre Co), Au-
tumn Tworkoski from Ontelaunee 
Grange (Berks Co), Tanner Davis 
from Ontelaunee Grange (Berks 
Co) and Ayden Reckner from Hook-
stown Grange (Beaver Co). The 
new 2017-2018 JG Princess is Au-
tumn Tworkowski and the Prince 
is Tanner Davis. I am so excited 
for them to enjoy this next year as 
they travel around the state repre-
senting the Junior Grangers!   The 
outgoing Prince and Princess are 
Kaylen Leiby and Jeffrey McCa-
rtney. I loved working with these 
two and I know they will contin-
ue to stay active in their Granges. 

Thank you Kaylen and Jef-
frey for being terrific Royal-
ty!  Their final remarks are 
below. 
             
	The next fun Junior Grange 
Event is State Session in 
October. The Junior Jam 
is on Saturday and the Ju-
nior drill and meeting is on 
Sunday. All of the Juniors 
can register on the form 
that is used for all attend-
ees. Once we know who is 
attending the Jam, we will 
send out some other forms 
that must be filled out and 
sent back to the Host Com-
mittee. Those forms include 
the medical/health form, 
photo release, transporta-
tion release. PLEASE regis-

Howdy GrangerS!!!
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ter your Junior ASAP so the Host 
committee can plan accordingly. 
You can always reach me through 
email: benz4@comcast.net. 
              
	 Thank you to everyone who 
supports our Junior Program. We 
are blessed to have State Officers, 
State Committee Directors and 
members as well Junior Alumni 
who are always cheering us on! I 
am blessed to be surrounded by 
all of you! 

	 Farewell from Junior Princess, 
Kaylen Leiby: “It’s been a great 
year as Princess. Some of my fa-
vorite memories from this past year 
include going to Farm Show, State 
Session, visiting Harrisburg, and 

going to many different Granges. I 
was also the Berks Co Jr. Grange 
Princess and got to hang out with 
our county royalty team and do 
some presentations on the host 
state for this year. It’s 
been a busy year and I’m 
so glad I had the opportu-
nity to represent Pennsyl-

vania Juniors. 
This experience 
is one I will never 
forget and it has 
helped me grow 
as a person. 
Good luck to the 
new Prince and 
Princess, I hope 
you enjoy your 
year as much as 
I did!”

	 F a r e w e l l 
from Junior 
Prince, Jeffrey 
McCartney:  “I 

have had a great year - the 
Farm Show was my favor-
ite! All of the great foods 
and sights. I would have 
never went  if it wasn’t for 
being JG Prince. Hershey 
was also fun on Royal-

ty Day - The Governor’s 
Mansion is awesome! I 
don’t understand why he 
doesn’t live there more 
often. The House of Rep-
resentatives is amazing, 
knowing that it was built 
so many years ago. With 
how heavy the chande-
liers are, how do they stay 
up? Over all, I had a really 
good year with all of the 

fun things I did as Prince. Thank 
you!”

Article by: Lurae Benzio
Photos by: Lindsay Schroeder
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STONY POINT GRANGE #1694
	 In recognition of the 150th An-
niversary of the National Grange, 
Stony Point Grange #1694 in 

Mercer County, held an adver-
tised open house along with an 
Ice Cream Supper on Saturday, 
June17th.  Attached picture is a 
display table set up for the open 
house with the centerpiece being 
a rural farm scene enclosed in a 
glass case and built to scale by 
several Stony Point members.

ROYAL GRANGE #1972
100 Year old Grange Member Re-
ceives Award
	 Mable Molinaro has been a 
member of Royal Grange all her 
life. Which is longer than most 
people since she celebrated her 
100th birthday this year! At her 
very well attended birthday par-
ty, Master Arthur King present-
ed Mable with a much-deserved 
“Community Citizen Award”. 
	 Mable had served as lecturer 

of Royal Grange for many years.  
She organized many grange ac-
tivities like: picnics on her and 
her husband, Tony’s farm, mu-
sical programs, theatrical plays, 
and games at meetings. “I think it 
is apparent to say that you have 
changed the face of our communi-
ty through your involvement in the 
Grange over the years” said Mas-
ter Art King when giving her the 
award.  “We are grateful for all of 
your efforts over the years”.

CRAWFORD COUNTY POMONA 
GRANGE
PRESENTS ANNUAL POMONA 
PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD
	 Master Kenneth Merritt pre-
sented the 2017 Pomona Pub-
lic Service Award to Joe Vilkie 

of COOL Radio WMVL-FM.  The 
award is given in recognition of 
service to the community.  Mr. 
Vilkie purchased the station April 
1, 2003 from Art Cervi, Sr. upon 
his retirement.  The studio was 
moved from Mr. Cervi’s basement 
to the current location on Con-
neaut Lake Road, Meadville.  The 
signal was increased as was local 
programming and local involve-
ment.  Upon the completion of the 
COOL Tower of Power, the station 
was signed on as WMVL-FM COOL 
101.7 from its new site and to full 
power February 2005.  COOL has 
cooperated with Pomona Grange 
in the live broadcast of Candidate 

Forums, and provided PA systems 
for the Pomona Grange Veterans’ 
Recognition Program.
	 Mr. Vilkie expressed appreci-
ation to Pomona Grange for the 
recognition and noted that when 
you want to hear what is going 
on around you, you turn to local 
radio.  The station is constantly 
broadcasting from sites around 
the area for numerous community 
events.

CENTRE COUNTY POMONA #13 
	 For our Community Service 
Day project this year the Cen-
tre County Pomona Grange #13 
chose to help the Boal Mansion 
and Museum.  On the morning of 
April 29, Grange members arrived 
with their shovels, gloves, pruning 
shears and the willingness to help 
do whatever we were assigned.  
Approximately 13 adult members 
along with one child attended.  
Members were given options of 

what area they would like to 
work in.  Some of the men 
loaded and moved pallets 
along with brush that had 
already been cleared and it 
was burned in a designat-
ed area.  Others worked on 
cleaning debris along with 
old leaves and weeded the 
existing flower beds. Several 
members worked to restore 

a memorial garden area.   As we 
worked we all learned a little bit 
about the history of the mansion, 

(Younger Granger volunteers Caleb Davidson and 
Isabella Boone learning about and sitting in the Boal 

Family Stagecoach during the Community Service 
Day)
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Boal Family and how Christopher 
Columbus and his chapel came 
to Boalsburg.  As we all learned 
in history, Christopher Columbus 

is noted as discovering America.  
Well, maybe and maybe not.  That 
is a discussion that I refuse to get 
into.  However, one thing we did 
learn was that Christopher Colum-
bus was instrumental in bringing 
farming technics to Pennsylvania 
and the new world.  Mr. Cameron 
gave all of us a small insight into 
farm life at the mansion and how 
its board of directors and himself 
are working to take it back to its 
original beauty.  
	 After we finished working 
members were given a tour of the 
Christopher Columbus chapel.  
The chapel was inherited and im-
ported from Spain to Boalsburg in 

1909 by the Boal family descen-
dants of Columbus.  It contains 
the Admiral’s Desk owned by Co-
lumbus, 15th through 18th centu-

ry paintings and sculptures 
and two pieces of the True 
Cross of Jesus.  We learned 
a lot of information about 
the Boal family history.   The 
Boal mansion has been the 
home of eight generations 
of the Boal family for over 
200 years with the original 
furnishings still inside.  The 
fourth generation member 
Theodore Davis Bold, who 
was known as Terry, went 
to Europe in the 1890’s and 
married Mathilde, who was 
a descendant of Christopher 
C o l u m b u s , 
who inherited 
the Columbus 
Chapel and 

brought it back to 
Boalsburg.   We were 
offered tours of the 
mansion but declined 
since our clothing 
was soiled and mud-
dy.  We were also give 
a peak at one of the 
beautiful antiques 
stored in a barn at 
the mansion.  It is an 
1850’s stagecoach.  
Two of our younger 
helpers were given 
the privilege of getting 
to sit in and learn a little bit more 
about its history and get special 
photos taken.

	 As we fin-
ished for the day 
the discussion 
turned to next 
year.  It was the 
consensus of all 
those attending 
that this would be 
a great place to re-
turn to next year 
as our project.  We 
all left tired but 
feeling fulfilled 
with the sense of 
accomplishment.  
Since then Centre 

County was hit by a major rain 
and wind storm and it is our un-
derstanding the grounds of the 
Boal Mansion sustained some 
wind damage and that trees lost 
many branches and leaves.  If you 
are looking for something to do or 
somewhere to volunteer, please 
think about offering your time to 
help make any clean up repairs 
necessary at the Boal Mansion.  It 
is a really neat place to visit.  They 
offer tours and hold plays at the 
barn.  So, think about visiting 
there.  You can contact the Co-
lumbus Chapel and Boal Mansion 
Museum at 814-466-6210, email 
at office@boalmuseum.com,  or 
visit their website: http://boalmu-
seum.com.  The physical address 

is located off Route 322 in Boals-
burg, PA where you can do drop-in 
tours from May 1, 2017 through 
October 30, 2017 from 1:30 – 5:00 
p.m.   and the mailing address is 
PO Box 116, Boalsburg, PA 16827.  
If you would like to speak with Bob 
Cameron the curator,  his tele-
phone number is 814-876-0129.

EAGLE GRANGE #1
	 The Lycoming County Pomo-
na Grange met recently at Eagle 
Grange #1 and hosted Pennsylva-
nia Grange Magazine publisher, 
Heather Hiller.  Heather, a mem-
ber of Allegheny Grange, spoke 

(Members pose with Boal Mansion Curator Bob Cam-
eron doing cleanup of the grounds.  L-R  row 1  Caleb 

Davidson, row 2, Art Reede, Annie Reede Melanie 
Melius, Suzanne Davidson Isabella Boone, row 3, 

Merle Eyer, Bob Cameron, Bob Davidson and Ashley 
Furman.  Missing from photo are Dale Vonada, Ruth 
Vonada, Mark Tressler, Jim Artley and Patty Bird)

(Ashley Furman, Melanie Melius, Mark Tressler and Annie Reede 
work on cleaning a flower bed at the Boal Mansion)

(Members Ruth and Dale Vonada worked on cleaning up the 
Memorial Garden at the Boal Mansion Community Service Project  

on April 29, 2017 in Boalsburg.)

article continued on page 20
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about what it takes to put the 
State Grange publication together.  
She said it’s important for Grang-
es to report what is happening in 
their community Granges.  She 
commended the popular legisla-
tive articles and excellent work 
done by our State Legislative Di-
rector, Vince Phillips.
	 Heather added that 
a missing important ele-
ment to our Grange mag-
azine is advertising.  A 
Granger in the audience 
stated that we the mem-
bers need to show our 
support by advertising 
our events and activities 
and seeking businesses 
to advertise.  The alter-
native to lack of adver-
tising revenue could be a 
return to the newspaper 
format or a subscription 
fee per household.
	 Pomona also discussed 
the upcoming fair season 
exhibits, Go To Church Sunday 
and brunch along with legislative 
issues.  Members were reminded 
of the importance of voting at ev-
ery election.

LONDON GROVE GRANGE #63
	 London Grove Grange #63 re-
cently donated “Food for Thought” 
packets to the Chester County 
WIC program at its Toughkena-
mon office.  WIC Outreach Co-
ordinator Jenna Ali received the 
packets saying, “The information 
in these packets supports the nu-
tritional concepts that we teach 

our clients.”  The Sesa-
me Street characters 
in the stories and 
on the accompany-
ing CD encourage 
children to try new 
foods, and give hints 
to their parents 
on buying healthy 
foods on a budget.  
Each kit includes a 
CD and a story book 
that parents can 
read to their chil-
dren.  There are also 

recipes using healthy 
foods that families can purchase 
at the supermarket, farmers mar-
ket or food pantry.  The packets 
present the information in both 
English and Spanish, and can be 
obtained from the National Grange 
Office for the cost of shipping.

	 The WIC (Women, Infants and 
Children) program is a free health 
and nutrition program that pro-
vides supplemental foods, health 
care referrals, nutrition education, 
and breastfeeding education for 
eligible women, infants, and chil-
dren. 

PLUMSTEADVILLE GRANGE 
#1738
	 In honor of its100th anniversa-
ry and Grange Month, Plumstead-
ville Grange #1738 sponsored a 
Jazz Fest on April 22.  Over 100 
attendees enjoyed performances 

(Collection of both past and present local Grange 
Presidents, found at Eagle Grange)

article continued from page 19

by local and school jazz bands in 
the afternoon and a dance lessons, 
dinner and a professional swing/
jazz band in the evening.
With the theme of “1940’s Era 
Canteen” attendees were encour-
aged to dress in period attire.   
Food, dance lessons and photog-
raphy were provided by various lo-
cal businesses.   The “Paper Moon” 
photo booth was a big success

BUCKS COUNTY POMONA 
GRANGE #22
	 Recently, Bucks County Po-
mona Grange #22 presented do-
nations totaling $2,000 to numer-
ous local service organizations at 
a luncheon held June 10th hosted 
by Plumstedville Grange #1738.   
Many of these organizations re-
ceive no public funding.
	 Recipients were:    Bucks 
County 4H, Bucks County SPCA, 
Meals on Wheels (Upper Bucks, 
Central Bucks and Woodside), 

(Pictured are award recipients (left to right):  Elsie 
Wright representing Chandler Hall Hospice; Shirley 
Trincheria, Upper Bucks Meals on Wheels; Sarah 

Gregory, Penn State Extension / Bucks County 4H 
and Donna Gordon, Woodside Meals on Wheels)

(WIC Outreach Coordinator Jenna Ali (right) receives 
Food for Thought packets from London Grove Grange 

Master Ken Pratt and Secretary Mary Sproat.)
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Chandler Hall Hospice,  A Wom-
an’s Place, and the Pennsylvania 
State Grange Deaf/Community 
Service Department.

	 Bucks County Pomona Grange 
is comprised of the three commu-
nity Granges in Bucks County – 
Edgewood  #688, Middletown #684 
and Plumsteadville #1738.  Funds 
are raised in part by pizza sales 
at the annual Middletown Grange 
Fair.   For more information about 
Grange in Bucks County visit 
www.plumsteadvillegrange.org. 

CHIPPEWA GRANGE #1592

	 The history of the Chippe-
wa Grange (organized in 1913) 
was on display at McKinley 
Schoolhouse (located in Bea-
ver Falls, PA) during Beaver 
County Historic Days. Past 
minutes, the Charter and 
photos were on display for vis-
itors to experience and learn 
about Grange history. Chip-
pewa Grange merged with Big 
Knob Grange #2008 in Janu-
ary 2016.

HAMBURG GRANGE #2103 
(Berks County)
	 I want to personally 
THANK the Hamburg com-
munity for supporting the Ham-
burg Grange’s recent Pot Pie Din-
ner.  Back on March 18, 2017, we 
served 400 people, plus 30 volun-
teers.  All the proceeds were pre-
sented to Shanda Mengel, who 
is battling Stage 4 inflammato-
ry breast cancer.  She has more 
treatments to go through.  The pic-
ture shows Michael Adams, Ham-

burg Grange President, presenting 
a $2270 check to Shanda and her 
2 daughters, Kaitlyn and Brianna.

Pennsylvania State Grange Cookbooks

1972 Edition (reprinted in 2012)
$24.00 each (includes S&H)

2010 Edition
$22.00 each (includes S&H)

1984 Edition
$17.00 each (includes S&H)

1950 Edition
$17.00 each (includes S&H) 

To order a Grange Cookbook, 
please contact the Grange at:

20 Erford Road, Suite 216
Lemoyne, PA  17043

1-717-737-8855
www.pagrange.org (for order form)
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	 Pennsylvania State Grange is 
pleased to announce the awarding 
of 8 scholarships to Pennsylvania 
Grange Youth. 

	 The Pennsylvania State Grange 
Foundation Scholarship was es-
tablished in 1996 by delegate ac-
tion, this scholarship is available 
to any Grange member, in good 
standing, entering their Junior 
or Senior year in college. The fol-
lowing People have been awarded 
scholarships from the Foundation:

1.	 Derek Snyder is the son of 
James and Susan Snyder of 
Boiling Springs, Pennsylva-
nia. Derek is attending Penn 
State University and is ma-
joring in Corporate Business 
Innovation and Entrepre-
neurship.

2.	 Jenna Sattazahn is the 
daughter of Kevin and Sher-
ri Sattazahn of Womelsdorf, 
Pennsylvania. Jenna is at-
tending Messiah College and 
is majoring in Accounting.

3.	 Heather Wasson is the 
daughter of Ronald and Can-
dace Wasson of State Col-
lege, Pennsylvania. Heather 
is attending Penn State Uni-
versity and is majoring in 
Agricultural and Extension 
Education.

4.	 Halee Wasson is the daugh-
ter of Ronald and Candace 
Wasson of State College, 
Pennsylvania. Halee is at-
tending Penn State Univer-
sity and is majoring in Ag-
ricultural and Extension 
Education.

	 The Rhone Grant is given in 
honor of Leonard Rhone who was 
the third Master of the Pennsylva-
nia State Grange. This scholarship 
is given in his name to honor the 
great things he did for the Grange. 
This scholarship is only available 
to those pursuing a degree in Agri-
culture or Human Development & 
Family Services at Penn State Uni-
versity. The Grant is being award-
ed this year to:

1.	 Cody Stoner is the son of 
William W. and Mary Lou 
Stoner of Centre Hall, Penn-
sylvania. Cody is attending 
Penn State University and is 
majoring in Agricultural Sci-
ences. Cody will also receive 
an interest free loan from the 
Ellis M Santee Program de-
scribed below.

	 The Grange awards a Deaf In-
terpreter Scholarship. The Penn-
sylvania State Grange has had a 
long relationship with the deaf 

community. This scholarship is 
just one way that we continue to 
support programs that assist the 
deaf and hearing impaired. The 
scholarship is being awarded to:

1.	 Megan Brown is the daugh-
ter of Brad and Lisa Brown of 
Garrett, Pennsylvania. Me-
gan is attending California 
University of Pennsylvania 
and is majoring in Commu-
nication Disorders.

	 The Grange has a Grange 
Scholarship Endowment at Penn 
State University. The recipient of 
this scholarship is selected by the 
Penn State Office of Student Aid 
Scholarship Committee. Appli-
cants apply to the Pennsylvania 
State Grange who then forwards 
the applications to the committee 
for review. This year the recipients 
are:

1.	 Hallee Wasson is the daugh-
ters of Ronald and Candace 
Wasson of State College, 
Pennsylvania. Halee is at-
tending Penn State Univer-
sity and is majoring in Ag-
ricultural and Extension 
Education

2.	 Heather Wasson is the 
daughters of Ronald and 

article continued on page 24
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Plumsteadville Grange Awards 
Scholarships

	 Ellen Elaine Crooke Memorial 
Scholarships were awarded to five 
members of Bucks County 4-H 
clubs by Plumsteadville Grange at 
its June 14, 2017 meeting.   The 
scholarships were presented by 
Meg Lomax, Scholarship Commit-
tee chair and Daniel and Annette 
Crooke.   

	 Recipients are:  Aaron Worth-
ington of Doylestown, who will 

be studying Livestock Science as 
a freshman at DelVal University, 
Brittany Hardy of Perkasie, pres-
ently studying Animal Science 

at Cornell University and Mad-
ison Heilveil of Lansdale, pres-
ently studying Animal Science & 
Business at Penn State Univer-
sity.  Brittany and Madison were 
awarded scholarships in 2016 are 
receiving scholarships for their 
second year.

	 The scholarship is named in 
memory of Ellen Elaine Crooke, a 
Grange and 4-H member who al-
ways encouraged others to excel.   
They are awarded based on an ap-
plication and essay, and are avail-

able to members 
of Bucks County 
4-H clubs and 
Plumsteadvi l le 
Grange members 
and their chil-
dren.     Funds 
are raised in part 
by profits from 
the Snack Bar op-
erated by Plum-
steadville Grange 
at the Middle-
town Grange Fair 
each August. 

	 Plumstead-
ville Grange meets 
at 7:30 pm the 

second Wednesday of the month 
at our Grange Hall on Rte. 611 in 
Plumsteadville.  - New members 
and visitors welcome.. For more 

information and upcoming events, 
follow us on Facebook or visit us 
at www.plumsteadvillegrange.org 

Accompanying Photo:   2017-Plum-
steadville-Grange-Scholars.jpg 

Elizabethtown Grange Announc-
es Ag Scholarship Recipients 

	 Marie Bryant and Taylor Halb-
leib have been selected as the re-
cipients of the Elizabethtown Area 
Grange No. 2076 “Outstanding 
Senior in Agriculture Education” 
scholarships for 2017.  Both stu-
dents received a $500 cash award 
in recognition of their dedication 
to agriculture-related studies 
while in high school.  Each was 
presented their scholarship at 
their respective high school’s se-
nior awards program.

	 “Elizabethtown Grange recog-
nizes the importance of young men 
and women in the multi-faceted 
field of agriculture.  The contribu-
tions of these individuals warrants 
acknowledgement by their fellow 
citizens and their communities, 
and we are pleased to assist as 
they further their education,” said 
Scott Shank, scholarship commit-
tee chairman. 

Plumsteadville, Elizabethtown & 
Beech Grove Granges 
		  2017 Schoolarship Awards

(Pictured Left to Right:   Daniel Crooke, Aaron Worthington, Madison Heil-
veil, Brittany Hardy, Annette Crooke.)

article continued on page 25
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	 The Big Butler Fair which is 
held in Prospect, Pa. Butler Coun-
ty is 9 days long and was held this 

year starting on Friday June 
9th and ran until Saturday 
July 8th. This is a big event 
for Butler County. The Po-
mona Grange has a build-
ing on the fair grounds and 
the different Granges in the 
County have the opportu-
nity to set up Grange displays as 
well as operating a kitchen during 

the entire fair. The Pomona Fam-
ily Activities Department, lead by 
Virginia Mangel sponsors a quilt 
raffle to raise money for Commu-
nity Service projects. We also have 
a hospitality table where we greet 
people into the Grange Building as 
well as offering cookbooks for sale. 
During the fair week we had sev-
eral dignitaries stop by the Grange 
building and a special visit from 
the 2017 Pennsylvania State Fair 
Queen, Madeline McEachin who 
is from Butler County. Attached 
is a photo of our Pomona Master 
Richard Mangel with the 2017 
Pennsylvania State Fair Queen 
on his left and Butler County Fair 
Queen ShirlAnn Harmon on his 
right. Also there are photos of the 

Grange building, Grangers set-
ting up their fair displays and the 

Grangers enjoying a pic-
nic following setting of 
their displays. This is a 
very long 9 days but we 
get to meet many peo-
ple and talk about the 
Grange.

- Richard Mangel, But-
ler Co. Pomona Grange 
Master

2017 
BIG BUTLER 
COUNTY FAIR

Candace Wasson of State 
College, Pennsylvania. 
Heather is attending Penn 
State University and is ma-
joring in Agricultural and 
Extension Education.

The Pennsylvania State Grange 
also offers an interest free loan es-
tablished by Ellis M. Santee who 
was an active Grange member and 
country doctor who knew the im-
portance of a good education. This 
loan fund was established by the 
late doctor to help young members 
get that education. This year that 
assistance will be given to the fol-
lowing:

1.	 Ian Seaton is the son of 
Mark and Sarah Seaton of 
Emlenton, Pennsylvania. Ian 
is attending Wheeling Jesuit 
University and is majoring in 
Communications.

2.	 Grace Wadsworth is the 
daughter of David and Ellen 
Wadsworth of Lincoln Uni-
versity, Pennsylvania. Grace 
is attending Indiana Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania and is 
majoring in Child Develop-
ment and Family Relations.

3.	 Mitchell Grove is the son 
of William A. and Michele 
L. Grove of Felton, Pennsyl-
vania. Mitchell is attending 
Iowa State University and is 
majoring in Agricultural En-
gineering.

4.	 Matthew Hunter is the son 
of Ron and Stacy Hunter 
of Red Lion, Pennsylvania. 
Matthew is attending West 
Virginia University and is 
majoring in Forest Resource 
Management.

article continued from page 22

24 September/October 2017



	 Marie Bryant, of Manheim, is 
the daughter of Patrick and Beth 
Bryant.  While attending Manheim 
Central High School, she was ac-

tive in FFA, earning the Green-
hand degree, and a chapter schol-
ar award. While in school, she was 
also active in concert band and 
choir, National Honors Society, 
and National Art Honors 
Society. Bryant was also 
involved with the Lancaster 
County 4-H program. In ad-
dition, Bryant volunteered 
at Vacation Bible School, 
participated in humani-
tarian missions trips, and 
served at community break-
fasts for her church. In the 
fall, she will begin classes 
at Penn State – Harrisburg 
studying agriculture as part 
of the university’s 2 plus 2 
program. 

	 Taylor Halbleib, of Eliz-
abethtown, is the daughter 
of Merle & Erin Halbleib 
and Jason & Angela Zellers.  
A graduate of Elizabeth-
town Area High School, she 
served as President and Re-
porter of the Elizabethtown 

FFA.  Halbleib was a 2017 SLLC 
Second Year Scholar, and is a 2017 
State FFA officer candidate.  In ad-
dition to FFA, she participated in 
chorus and National Honors Soci-
ety. Halbleib currently works 
at Tractor Supply, as well as 

L and B Farms. Halb-
leib will be attending 
Wilson College with 
hopes to one day work 
in the field of large an-
imal veterinary medi-
cine.

	Established in 1867, 
the Grange is a fam-
ily-oriented fraternal 
organization dedi-
cated to the better-
ment of rural America 
through community 
service, education, legis-
lative action, and fellow-
ship.  To learn more about 
the Elizabethtown Grange, 
contact Matt Espenshade, 
Master, at (717)-361-2844, 
or visit the Elizabethtown 
Grange website at www.

grange.org/elizabethtownarea-
pa2076.

article continued from page 23 Beech Grove Grange Scholar-
ships

	 Honesdale High School Se-
niors; Brianna Smith & Emily Rit-

ter were each recipients of a $1500 
scholarship award from the Beech 
Grove Grange #1089.  Each year 
the Grange makes these presenta-
tions to worthy seniors who will be 
continuing their education in agri-
culture and related fields.
	
	 Brianna will be attending Penn 
State University, majoring in An-
imal Science, and Emily will be 
studying Biology, with a focus in 
Animal Behavior, at Millersville 
University. 
	
	 Grange President, Leroy Spoor 
stated, “The Grange, through the 
years, has been the foundation for 
agricultural activities in Wayne 
County and tries, each year, to 
keep this tradition alive by mak-
ing these scholarships available 
to young people as they continue 
their education in this field.

(pictured l-r: Chris Pietrazewski (Honesdale HS 
Principal, Pam Box (Scholarship Committee Chairper-

son), Brianna Smith, Emily Ritter and Leroy Spoor 
(Grange President)
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	 The Grange organization may 
be the nation’s oldest farm organi-
zation, but during evening festiv-
ities on May 3, Virginville Grange 

proved that although the group 
has kept roots in rural America, 
it has evolved into so much more.  
Today, the Grange is a family or-
ganization dedicated to the better-
ment of the American way of life 
through community service, edu-
cation, legislation, and fellowship.  
“Unlike many civic groups, we in-
volve the entire family in serving 
our local communities,” remarked 
Henry Seidel of Spring Township 
and current President of the order.  

	 It was a step back in time for 
the 275 grangers and friends who 
attended the 1950s sock-hop-
themed event.  Even before en-
tering the building, lively music, 
a fleet of classic cars, and festive 
dancers welcomed the crowd on 
the parking lot.  In timely fashion-
able attire, gals outfitted in poo-

dle skirts, cat glasses and big hair 
paired with guys in white t-shirts, 
blue jeans and greased hair to per-
form skits and jokes.  Membership 

milestones 
and musi-
cal num-
bers blend-
ed with 
numerous 
community 
donations 
resulting in 
a phenom-
enal pro-
duction.

	 T h e 
Virginville 
Fire Com-
pany ac-
cepted a 

$750 donation to benefit their vol-
unteer group, and the Ontelaunee 
Region of the Antique Car Club of 
America received $300 to aid their 
s c h o l a r s h i p 
awards pro-
gram.  The most 
heart-warming 
donation of the 
night conclud-
ed the event.  
Through efforts 
of a benefit bin-
go held in late 
March by Virg-
inville Grange’s 
C o m m u n i t y 
Service Com-
mittee, $9,000 
was raised to 
benefit the 
Christy (Brett) 
Ryan Family of 

Greenwich Township, Pennsyl-
vania.  Christy, a music teacher 
at Hamburg Area High School, is 
recovering from complications re-
sulting from a brain tumor surgery 
last fall.  She has overcome the 
odds, proving to be a fierce fighter, 
and continues to amaze all.  “We 
are so blessed to reside in the most 
wonderful and caring communities 

Virginville Grange celebrates community donations and membership
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of Kutztown, Hamburg, and be-
yond.  The outpouring of support 
is truly unbelievable,” proclaimed 
Christy’s humbled husband, Don, 

upon accepting the donation.

	 Grange members truly love 
a challenge.  
Melissa Blatt, 
Granger and 
volunteer at 
Victory Junc-
tion, pre-
sented a pro-
gram earlier 
in the year 
to promote 
a w a r e n e s s 
of the char-
ity.  Found-
ed in North 
Carolina by 
the Kyle Pet-

ty family, Vic-
tory Junction 
is a camp for 
children whose 
lives are filled 
with limitations 
and boundar-
ies.  She sum-
moned grangers 
to create stuffed 
teddy bears to 
donate to each 
child participat-
ing in the camp.  
Filled with joy, 
Melissa accept-
ed more than 

sixty bears and afghans to take 
along to camp.

	 Allen R. and Tra-
cy L. Schaeffer of Perry 
Township were honored 
with a surprise award of 
Grangers of the Year, an 
annual award given for 
faithful service.  Mem-
bers of Virginville Grange 
honored for their com-
mitment to the group – 
70 years: Paul R. Seidel; 
65 years: Betty J. Kerch-
ner; 60 years:  Carl E. 
Hollenbach; 55 years: Lil-
lian K. Mengel and Helen 
A. Wanamaker; 50 years: 
Sandra P. Hill, Richard 
R. Kieffer, Wayne E. Men-
gel, James P. Miller, and 

Linda L. Stump; 40 years: John 
A. Kunkel and Brenda E. Lengel; 
25 years: Edmund J. Adam, Mary 

Ann Adam, Jane L. Sprecher, Jef-
frey L. Sprecher, Donna M. Werley, 
and Phillip J. Werley.  Just shy of 
97 years-old, Norman O. Merkel of 
Windsor Township was decorated 
the order’s longest membership 
holder commemorating 83 consec-
utive years with Virginville Grange.

	 Featuring an old-fashioned 
drive-in menu, the celebration 
came to a close with tasty treats 
and fun fellowship for all.  Neil 
Merkel, vice president of the group, 
declared, “This annual event is 
the climax of our grange year and 
promotes exactly what we are all 
about.”
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	 The Northeast Hosting Com-
mittee invites all Grangers to at-
tend the 145th annual session of 
the Pennsylvania State Grange. 
Grangers will “Bring Their Grange 
Lights to the Electric City.” 

	 The city of Scranton is locat-
ed in the heart of Pennsylvania’s 
anthracite coal region and earned 
the “Electric City” title as its coal 
powered the eastern United States 
through the early 20th centu-
ry. 

	 Grangers from Bradford, 
Lehigh, Northampton, Pike, 
Susquehanna, Wayne and 
Wyoming Counties are orga-
nizing an action-packed con-
vention. The headquarters 
hotel is the Radisson Lacka-
wanna Station Hotel in down-
town Scranton, Pennsylvania. 
The hotel was built originally 
as the Delaware, Lackawanna 
and Western Railroad Station. 
The station was placed on the 
U.S. National Register of His-
toric Places in 1977. The hotel 
still retains its original clocks, 
doors, stairs and other his-
toric elements throughout the 
building. 

	 “2017 is a special year as 
Grangers celebrate the ses-
quicentennial of the National 
Grange,” said host committee 
chairman Ricky Oakley. “The com-
mittee looks forward to showcasing 
the best of the northeast this year.”

	 The hotel is located near the 
Steamtown National Historic site. 
Its historic displays include the 
Granger movement as part of the 
history of railroads. Grangers can 
also visit the Lackawanna Coal 
Mine Tour near Scranton. Visitors 

to the coal mine will descend 300 
feet below ground into an anthra-
cite coal mine for an interactive 
experience and learn about a coal 
miner’s life and the Pennsylvania’s 
coal industry. 

	 State Master/President Wayne 
Campbell will open the 145th ses-
sion at 9 a.m., on Oct. 20. Penn-
sylvania State Grange delegates 
will debate the resolutions sub-

mitted by the state’s Community 
and Pomona Granges. The State 
Grange officers will present the 
sixth degree, or the state degree, 
of the Grange Saturday afternoon.
Susquehanna County Pomona 
Grange will present the fifth de-
gree at 7:30 p.m. on Oct. 20.

	 The Junior Grange Jambo-
ree will kick off at 9 a.m. on Oct. 

21. The Juniors will attend a por-
tion of the State Session, visit the 
Lackawanna County Coal Mine, 
take a bus trip through the End-
less Mountains to view the fall fo-
liage with a stop at the Elk Lake 
High School for a pool party. The 
Juniors will have an overnight 
lock-in at the Union Grange Hall 
in Nicholson, Pennsylvania. The 
evening festivities include a com-
munity service project, campfire 

and game night. 

	 The Berks County Junior 
Grange will present the Junior 
Degree at the Radisson hotel 
at 9:15 a.m. on Oct. 22 in the 
Platform Room at the hotel. 

	 Department displays will 
be at the hotel.  Contest en-
tries will be accepted starting 
at 1 p.m. on Oct. 20 at the 
Grand Ballroom.

	 The Pennsylvania State 
Grange Youth Officer Team 
will take the floor at 8:30 a.m. 
on Oct. 21 to open the Sat-
urday morning session. The 
department’s banquet will be 
at 5:45 p.m. that evening. A 
coffeehouse-themed youth 
networking event sponsored 
by the Pennsylvania Crop In-
surance Agents Association is 
scheduled for 9 p.m. On Sun-
day, the Youth Department 

will host the State Public Speak-
ing and Sign-A-Song contest. They 
will begin at 10:30 a.m.

	 The registration, hotel and 
meal ticket information are avail-
able at the Pennsylvania State 
Grange 
Website:   www.pagrange.org
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Hotels for State Session
October 19 – 22, 2017     Scranton, PA
You MUST mention that you are with the PA State Grange Convention to get the special rate.  Deadline for the 
special rate is when the block of rooms have been booked.

Radisson Lackawanna Station Hotel in Scranton
700 Lackawanna Avenue
Scranton, PA  18503
570-342-8300     www.radisson.com/scrantonpa

Hilton Scranton & Conference Center
100 Adams Avenue
Scranton, PA  18503
570-343-3000     www.hilton.com/scranton
Special Rate: $139.00/night (plus tax)

Other hotels in area – within 6 miles, rating of 75 or higher, and 2 star or greater. Call for prices and avail-
ability.
Quality Inn / Dunmore						      1-570-348-6101	
Microtel Inn & Suites by Wyndham / Scranton – Dickson City	 1-570-307-1200
Fairfield Inn / Scranton						      1-570-346-3222
Comfort Inn / Clarks Summit					     1-570-586-9100
Comfort Suites / Scranton						      1-570-347-1551
Sleep Inn & Suites / Scranton – Dunmore				    1-570-961-1116
Four Points by Sheraton / Scranton					    1-570-344-9811

30 September/October 2017

Welcome New Members!

Shavers Creek Grange #353
Eleanor Isenberg
Centre Hill Grange #885
Peggy Ryder
Thomas Kirk
Diane Kirk
Lincoln Grange #914
Ben Kensinger
Valley Grange #1360
Autumn Nunemaker
Bunker Hill Grange #1368
Dennis and Mamo Fortna
Jefferson Grange #1373
Lillian Bachman
Sugar Hill Grange #1969
Wendy Smith
William Hicks
Robert Stuart
Mary Ann Rayback
Big Knob Grange #2008
Jana Kline
Sam Chulapiak
Wendy Kline

Caitlyn Kimmel
Josie Brenckle
Charles Brenckle
Alexis Wall
Nick Wolfe
Aj Wolfe
Cheyenne Sharp
Jarod Muller
Cochranton Grange #2030
Kaleb Field
Cumberland Grange #2104
Denise Bonura
Evan Bonura

In Memoriam:

Columbia Gillett Grange #83
Larry Raub
Briar Creek #146
Grace Longenberger
Milford Grange #773
Elda Mae Rickenbaugh
Rundells Grange #871
Keith Nicolls

William Bush
Centre Hill Grange #885
Betty Shuggarts
Watson Grange #1068
William Wilcox
Elsie Johnson
Wayne Buehler
Lela Sullivan
Jane Thomas
Jean Thomas
Beech Grove Grange #1089
Marge Fitsch
Fairdale Grange #1157
Alton Arnold
Willis Grange #1690
William Ringler
Gouglersville Grange #1743
Rose Ward
Sugar Hill Grange #1969
Mary Stuart
Cochranton Grange #2030
Dorothy Bowman

Hotels In Scranton... 
				       ...The “Electric City”



C L A S S I F I E D  &  B U S I N E S S  C A R D  A DV E R T I S E M E N T S
Order Form

	 Placing a classified ad or business card ad in the PENNSYLVANIA GRANGE NEWS is incredibly easy! 
Just fill out this order form, write out your check (made payable to Pennsylvania State Grange), and mail 
your order and payment to the State Grange office at: 
Pennsylvania Grange News • 20 Erford Road, Suite 216 • Lemoyne, PA  17043.

Classified Ads & Business Card Ads: Classified ads and business cards are Pennsylvania State Grange 
“Members Only”!
	 • Classified rates are incredibly affordable at only $20 for the first 30 words / .50¢ each additional word. 
	 • Business Card rates are $450 for the entire year (only $75 per issue)!

______Business Card Ad  ______Classified Ad (please check one)
Category (Please tell us a category you’d like your classified ad to be in)____________________________________
(For Business Cards, please include your business card with your order form and payment)

Please don’t forget to include your phone number, so we can contact you if we have questions.

6-14th: Farm Show
  (Harrisburg)
12th: (10AM) Legislative 
  meeting @ Farm Show 
  (Delaware Room) 
  (Harrisburg)
27-28th: Grange Planning 
  Meeting (State College)

National Grange Month

Dairy Month
30-July 2nd: Youth Camp
  (Howard)

2-8th: Junior Camp
  (Howard)
20-23rd: Family Festival
  (Centre Hall)

15-17: Ag Progress 
  Days. (Pennsylvania 
  Furnace)

19-22nd: State Grange 
  Session (Scranton)
  Radison Hotel, 
  Lackawanna Station 
  (800) 333-3333

7-11: National Grange
  Session
  Red Lion Hotel, Spokane,
  WA
  (509) 777-6300
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WHAT CAN THE GRANGE DO  FOR YOU?

BENEFITS

National Grange Benefits
• Choice Hotels International: Members save 20%
• Constellation Energy: Switch to CE and receive a $50 Visa Prepaid Card
• CVS Caremark: Savings up to 50% with CVS RxSavings Plus Card
• National Grange Travel Center
• Safeguard Complete: Members receive 50% off first year 
•TSYS Merchant Solutions

Pennsylvania State Grange Benefits
• American Income Life: All members receive a $3000 Accidental Death 
Benefit
• Avis Rental Car: Discounted Member rates
• BJ’s Wholesale Club: Discounted membership fee
• Comfort Keepers In-Home Care
• Fastenal: Member discounts up to 40% off specific products
• Vision Insurance
• AgraCo: Member discount of 5% on fly traps/mosquito patches
• Country Home Products: Member discount of 5% on all phone ordered 
products
• Florian Tools: Member discount of 10% on all tools
• Rohrer Seeds: Member discount of 5% on all seeds

The PA State Grange also offers scholarships and interest free loans

Contact the Pennsylvania State 
Grange office with questions 

about becoming a member...and 
start enjoying the many benefits 

of being a Grange Member...
immediately!

Pennsylvania State 
Grange

www.pagrange.org
1 (717) 737-8855
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Dear Fellow Grangers:

	 The Fall Season is upon us; 
the 145th Pennsylvania State Ses-
sion held in Scranton is over, and 
the 151st National Grange Ses-
sion held in Spokane, Washington 
is just around the corner.  At our 
Pennsylvania State Grange Ses-
sion we set what will be priorities 
for us over the next year. We also 
set priorities in our daily lives. 
Sometimes we plan them, other 
times they are determined by our 
daily living habits.

	 The upcoming holiday season 
is a great time to talk about pri-
orities. What are our priorities? 
Do we give as much as last year 

or do we give more? Do we give to 
charities, food banks, and disas-
ter funds? Do we send Christmas 
cards to that long list or do we cut 
back? These are all questions that 
we will need to answer by discuss-
ing them with our spouses, friends 
or each other ~ but what about 
God? Shouldn’t we be discussing 
these questions with him? Not 
only during the Christmas Season, 
but also all year long.

	 The Grange is non-denomina-
tional; however, all of our degrees 
talk about how God provides and 
blesses us as caretakers of that 
bounty. We must help our fellow 
Brothers and Sisters not only in 
the Christmas Season, but all year 
long. The Christmas Season can 
be a good time to help others see 
the need that is all around us. 

	 My wife and I, many years 
ago were advisors for our Church 
Youth Group. We would work 
throughout the year raising mon-
ey so that we would be able to help 
families who struggle financially 
during the holidays.

	 Many times I would dress up 
like Santa Claus and select a few 
youth group members to travel 
along on Christmas Eve to deliver 
the presents to the families. We al-
ways asked prior to visiting so that 

we did not offend or hurt a par-
ent’s feelings in any way. 

	 One particular time had a pro-
found effect on the Youth Group 
member’s lives as well as Debbie’s 
and mine was when we had al-
ready been to two places and ar-
rived at our third and final stop. 
The lady came to the door and im-
mediately started to cry when she 

article continued on page 6
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From the President’s Desk
Wayne D. Campbell
PA State Grange President
president@pagrange.org



	 Now that Halloween is a scary 
memory, we are fast approaching 
that time of the year when the days 
seem to pick up speed!  Already the 
stores have been exhibiting Christ-
mas trappings to say nothing of the 
Black Friday advertisements!  But 
first, let us take a few moments to 
celebrate a National Holiday that 
realistically should be celebrated 
each and every day:  THANKSGIV-
ING!  
	
	 We have so many blessings 
and gifts to be thankful for:  food, 
family, friends, freedoms, health, 
homes, happy hearts, Granges to 
keep us connected and a God who 
loves us unconditionally and sent 
his only Son to die for our sins!!  
What more could we want?!  May 
I suggest discipline to make time 
to appreciate what we have and 
to recognize areas where we can 
share our bounty with those who 
are less fortunate dollar wise or 
company wise!

	 There are many opportunities 
to provide a Happy Thanksgiving 
for others:  We and/or our Grang-
es can give food to the food banks, 
organize or help other organiza-
tions who provide free dinners, in-
vite lonely neighbors or seniors to 
share your meals or deliver food 
to shut-ins.  Then after you have 
assured a Happy Thanksgiving for 
others and enjoyed your own, it is 
then time to look forward to Christ-
mas.

	 The Advent Season is a time 

to prepare our hearts in anticipa-
tion for the great event, and I don’t 
mean the visit from Santa Claus 
(although he will undoubtedly 
make his yearly appearance).  Too 
often we get caught up in the hype 
of buy, buy, buy and forget that we 
should be focusing on the real rea-
son for the season:  the gift of the 
Christ Child who was born to set 
us free…the gift that keeps on giv-
ing and giving!

	 Granges can buy into the theme 
of giving by helping families with 
financial hardships, unemployed 
folks who keep searching for a job, 
and/or seniors who can’t afford 
heating costs.  We can identify in-
dividuals who find themselves far 
from their own families and homes 
who would enjoy sharing the at-
mosphere of a happy CHRISTMAS 
celebration whether it is at home 
or attending a church service with 
you.

	 And, take time within your own 
families to create happy memories.  
A favorite of my childhood was 
when we four kids would sit by the 
window on Christmas morning and 
wait for the barn lights to go off...
that meant dad was on his way!

	 At the end of the year when 
we look back on these couple of 
months, it will be so rewarding 
to remember with thanksgiving 
the love and smiles that were ex-
changed rather than the hectic, 
hustle and bustle that left us fraz-
zled and grumpy!!  

	 The bottom line is…
CHRISTMAS is a time to give and 
receive LOVE…so my prayer is for 
a MERRY CHRISTMAS FOR ALL!

Prayerfully yours,
Judy Pressler

PGN Advertising Rates 
(all rates are color. All rates are per-
issue. Quantity discount available)

			 
Full Page	 1x
 Inside Front	 $600		
 Inside Back	 $580		
 Inside		  $480		
2/3 Page	 $375		
1/2 Page		
 Inside		  $276		
 Outside Back	 $300		
1/3 Page	 $192		
1/6 Page	 $90		
*Business Card $375 (6x)
*Classified - $20 for first 30 words / 
.50 each additional word 
*Members Only: Business cards ads and 
classified ads are exclusive offerings to 
PA State Grange Members, only.  Business 
Cards must be for a Member’s business 
only. 

Requirements
Digital files submitted in PDF format pre-
ferred. EPS or TIFF (with all font embed-
ded or supplied) are also accepted, but not 
preferred. All colors must be converted to 
CMYK. Minimum typeset is 8pt. Effective 
resolution should be between 250-400 dpi. 
Web images (72 dpi) are not acceptable. 
Additional requirement questions should 
be directed to the Publisher.
Terms & Policies
• All advertising must be pre-paid. 
• The publisher reserves the right to edit or 
reject any ad copy submitted.
• Advertisers are responsible for the accu-
racy of their ad material, and assume lia-
bility for all content of their ad. Advertisers 
also assume responsibility for all claims 
made against those affiliated with the pro-
duction of Pennsylvania Grange News aris-
ing from publication, including costs of de-
fending claims.
• If ad design is needed, the Publisher will 
charge an additional design fee.
• Pennsylvania State Grange accepts 
checks, money orders and Paypal. All pay-
ments must be made payable to Penn-
sylvania State Grange.

Ad Dimensions 	 (W) 	 x     (H)
Full page: 	 7.375” 	 x     9.75”
2/3 page:	 4.75”	 x     9.75”
1/2 page (horizontal) 7.375” x   4.75”
1/3 page (horizontal) 4.75”	 x     4.75”
1/3 page (vertical)	2.375”	 x     9.75”
1/6 page (horizontal) 4.75”	 x     2.25”
1/6 page (vertical)	2.375”	 x     4.75”	

Publisher
Mail all advertising materials to:	
Heather Hiller 
c/o 88 Dragon Design Studio
PO Box 350
Montoursville, PA  17754
E-mail: info@88dragon.com
Phone: 570-435-5088
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Chaplain’s Corner
Judy Pressler
PA State Grange Chaplain



Your Grange Hand-print...

	 When I was much younger I 
remember one rainy afternoon, 
sitting at my Gram’s kitchen table. 
We were painting my hand press-
ing it onto paper to make a hand-
print craft. She turned my hand 
over and I 
asked her 
about all 
the creases 
on the palm 
of my hand.  
She told me 
that some 
people think 
the lines 
tell things 
about your 
future.  She 
took her 
finger and 
traced one 
of the creas-
es, telling 
me it was 
very long.  She smiled sharing, 
“That is a sign of a long life. Just 
as you left your hand-print on the 
paper, you can leave a hand-print 
with the things you do with your 
life.” 

	 As I am remembering this con-
versation, it makes me think about 
what kind of Grange hand-print 
we can make in our communities. 
What is your Grange’s purpose 
in your community?  If you don’t 
have a clear purpose, schedule a 
meeting to discuss and define the 

needs of your area.  Is there a ser-
vice or education platform you can 
offer?  Are there issues that your 
Grange could assist by working on 
legislative initiatives?  If you have a 
defined purpose how can you bet-
ter promote your Grange?  What 
other groups or organizations can 
you work with to accomplish your 
goals? Discuss ways to encourage 
new people to become members.

	 Contact your local representa-
tive to discuss possible issues in 
your area, ask how your Grange 
could assist?

	Attend your 
local bor-
ough or 
t o w n s h i p 
meeting to 
learn about 
things going 
on in your 
community.

	Prepare a 
p r o g r a m 
that you can 
present to 
kids in your 
school dis-
trict.

	 Brainstorm as a group and 
come up with many other ways 
to create programs, and promote 
your Grange.  I look forward in 
hearing about what hand-prints 
you are leaving in your communi-
ty!

Lizzie Bailey
PR/Membership Director
publicrelations@pagrange.org
717-737-8855 office
717-254-9550 cell

saw our delivery. We had presents 
for her as well as her three chil-
dren, along with a complete meal 
of turkey and all the fixings. Her 
tears were because of the food. 
She thanked us, but asked us to 
give the food to someone else as 
she had no way to prepare it. She 
prepared all their food in a toast-
er oven. Imagine preparing meals 
for your family in one small toaster 
oven. It totally stunned us. We told 
her we would take care of it, so 
Debbie and I took the food home 
and prepared it. We delivered the 
meal fully cooked on Christmas 
Day. Her refrigerator worked so 
she could warm up small portions 
as needed for the leftovers.  When 
we asked if we could help her get 
a new stove she told us the trail-
er was a rental property and she 
hoped to be able to move soon.

	 This event had a very emotional 
effect on all of us that night. Some 
of the Youth Group members left 
in tears. Well, I was talking about 
priorities. What will your priorities 
be not only in this Holiday season 
but the rest of your life? Christmas 
is forever, not for just one day, for 
loving, sharing, and giving. 

	 As we rejoice and celebrate this 
wonderful season of Christmas, let 
us not forget to thank Baby Jesus 
for coming into our lives. Let us 
together prepare ourselves to wel-
come him into our homes and our 
hearts.

	

Merry Christmas and a very bless-
ed New Year from the Campbell 
family!

Fraternally,

Wayne Campbell
Pennsylvania State Grange 
President 

article continued from page 4
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Lizzie Bailey
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	 Good progress continues to be 
made by your State Grange Histo-
ry Committee on the various initia-
tives explained in previous issues.   
We are pleased to report:

•	 Recent Journals of Proceed-
ings not included in those mi-
crofilmed by the State Archives 
some years ago and all State 
Grange newsletters (Grange 
News, Advocate, etc.) have been 
released to the microfilming con-
tractor.   Receipt of the complet-
ed microfilm for permanent re-
cords preservation and indexed 
PDF scanned documents to pro-
vide access to these publications 
on the State Grange website are 
expected later this fall.

•	 A roster 
spreadsheet of 
all 2,110 Grang-
es chartered in 
Pennsylvania from 
1871 to the pres-
ent has been most-
ly completed.   The 
name, number, 
town or township 
location, county, 
organizer, number of charter 
members and current status of 
each Grange has been recorded.   
The missing piece currently be-
ing researched line by line is the 
date of dormancy, disbanding or 
consolidation for the last several 
hundred inactive Granges (over 
1,200 Granges in this category 
have already been researched 
and their dates determined.)

•	 Historical summaries of 
significant events and accom-
plishments during the term of 
each State Grange Master/Pres-
ident have been drafted and are 
currently in the editing stage.  
Both these historical highlights 
and the roster of Granges will be 
loaded on the State Grange web-
site in the foreseeable future to 
provide easy access to the infor-
mation.

•	 Investigation is being done 
with the current microfilm con-
tractor about the possibility of 
active Pomona and Subordinate 
Granges which may wish to have 
their records microfilmed to be 
able to do so under the exist-
ing contract negotiated by the 
State Grange History Commit-
tee.   More information will be 
announced as details are deter-
mined.

•	G e n e r o u s 
financial con-
t r i b u t i o n s 
continue to 
be received 
in response 
to the Histo-
ry Committee 
financial ap-
peal issued 
early this 
summer.   As 

of 9/5/2017, donations totaling 
$4,305 have been received from 
Pomona & Subordinate Grang-
es and several individuals, ap-
proaching 50% of this year’s 
goal.   Received since the last re-
port were funds given by (in the 
order received):

•	 Hookstown #1980, Beaver 
County

•	 Seipstown #1657, Lehigh 
County

•	 Harveys-Aleppo #1444, 
Greene County

•	 Sanatoga #25, Montgom-
ery County

•	 Brandywine #60, Chester 
County

•	 Harmony #1201, Clear-
field County

•	 London #1492, Mercer 
County

•	 Perry County Pomona #69
•	 Hamburg #2103, Berks 

County
•	 Kutztown #1836, Berks 

County
•	 Marshallton #1394, Ches-

ter County
•	 Past State Master Gordon 

Hiller
•	 Cochranton #2030, Craw-

ford County
•	 Valley #1360, York County
•	 Laurel Point #915, Arm-

strong County
•	 Diane E. Marino in mem-

ory of mother A. Elaine 
Cooke from Brandywine 
#60, Chester County 

 
	 Additional information about 
the ongoing work of the State 
Grange History Committee may be 
obtained from Doug Bonsall at 
douglas.b@verizon.net. 

7November/December 2017

History Committee
Doug Bonsall
PA State Grange History Committee 
Director



	 Hello everyone! With State 
Session behinds us for another 
year, and nationals right around 
the corner, and fall looking more 
like winter, I hope everyone got 
the new contest papers that were 
passed out at State Grange so ev-
eryone can work on all the con-
test through the winter months. 
I hope everyone got a chance to 
come into the contest room and 
look at all the beautiful things that 
were made by our great Granger’s. 

There was a lot of stuff to look at 
and taste. Hope everyone enjoyed 
making all the stuff we got to see, 
and will keep on working to fill up 
our room next 
year. So I hope 
everyone has 
a really great 
Christmas and 
gets all your 
wishes for the 
New Year also. 
Hope to see All 
at the plan-
ning meeting 
in January 
2018. So I will 
say see you lat-
er and ENJOY 
your Holidays.  
Peace and 
Prayers for the 

New Year. Yours Truly, 
Melanie Melius Family Activities 
Director

Centre County Grange fair 2017 
and Centre County Pomona 
Grange #13 quilt raffle 2017 win-
ner was State Master’s wife Debbie 
Campbell (pictured here with her 
two grandkids; Riley and Bryce)

	 By the time you receive this State 
Session will be over and a new Grange 
year started.  Now that cooler weath-
er is upon us and outdoor chores for 
the season are over, now is the time 
to start on contest entries for 2018.  
There is something for everyone.  Take 
time out from the busy holiday sea-
son to relax and get a jump start on 
entries.  See the next issue for notes 
from Session.

	 The talent contest was held at 
Family Festival in July.  The results 

are as follows:
Vocal: 1st place  Tina Reich, Valley 
Grange #1360 York/Adams County
Variety: 1st place  Lurae Benzio, Fair-
view Grange #1351 Beaver County
Instrumental: 1st place  Jennifer 
Nauss, Valley Grange #1360 York/Ad-
ams County
2nd place  Michael Adams, Kutztown 
Grange #1836/Hamburg Grange 
#2103 Berks County
Jennifer Nauss will represent PA State 
Grange at National Session in Spo-
kane, WA in November.  Congratula-
tions!

Program Ideas
November
3rd: National Sandwich Day: Have a 
dinner meeting where everyone brings 
something and have a buffet where 

sandwiches are the main course!
5th: Daytime Savings Time ends.  Why 
do we “fall back”?
11th: National Sundae Day-sundaes 
for refreshments
19th-National Play Monopoly Day

December
4th: National Sock Day-Everyone 
wears socks and have prizes for the 
funniest, oddest, most colorful, etc.
8th: National Brownie Day- refresh-
ments
15th: National Ugly Christmas Sweat-
er Day-Everyone can participate, give 
out prizes
25th: Christmas of course but did you 
know it is also National Pumpkin Pie 
Day?

There are lots of ideas out there, try 
something new!

Happy Holidays!!
Until next time...
Denise Clare
PA State Lecturer
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Family Activities
Melanie Melius
PA State Grange Family Activities 
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Program Director
Denise Clare
PA State Grange Program Director



Greetings from the Youth De-
partment!

The Youth and Young Adults 
have much to be excited about.  
This fall we were honored to have 
on our Pennsylvania State Grange 
Youth Officer Team the following 
outstanding youth and young pa-
trons:

•	Master: Andrew Kieffer / 	
Berks

•	Overseer: Denae Zvarick / 	
Montgomery

•	Lecturer: Lexus Johnson / 
Beaver

•	Steward: Phillip Vonada / 
Centre

•	Asst Steward: Jacob Mengel / 	
Berks

•	Lady Asst Steward:	
Grace Wadsworth / Chester

•	Secretary: Sara Benzio / Bea-
ver

•	Treasurer: Owen Stemko / 	
Berks

•	Chaplain: Lindsay Schroeder 
/ 	 Berks

•	Gatekeeper: Isaac Mengel / 	
Berks

•	Ceres: Cassidy Cheddar / 
Lancaster

•	Pomona: Jennifer Nauss / 	
York-Adams

•	Flora: Mikayla Davis / 	
Berks

•	Exec Comm: Anna Benzio	
/ Beaver

•	Exec Comm: Joshua Mengel 
/ 	 Berks

•	Exec Comm: Derek Snyder / 	
York-Adams

A full report of the youth activ-
ities at the PA State Session will be 
in the next issue of the PGN.  

Pennsylvania will also be well 
represented at the National Grange 
Convention in Spokane, Washing-

ton in November.  The 2016-2017 
Outstanding Young Patrons, Jen-
nifer Nauss and Philip Vonada will 
be competing at the national lev-
el for Outstanding Young Patron, 
and Sara Benzio, the 2016-2017 
Female Youth Ambassador will be 
competing for National Youth Am-
bassador.  Jennifer Nauss will also 
be presenting her 1st place public 
speaking speech and her 1st place 
piano solo during the Evening of 
Excellence.  In addition, Jennifer 
Nauss and Cassidy Cheddar will 
be representing PA and the East-
ern Region in the Grange Jeopar-
dy competition.  We are hopeful to 
have a few other youth involved 
at the National Grange Conven-
tion activities but they have not 

been announced at this time.  We 
wish best of luck to all of our out-
standing youth and young adults!  
Great job!

Keep watching the Youth Cor-
ner for more updates of exciting 
events planned for 2018!

- Ellen Wadsworth
(Youth Director)
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Author’s Note:  The basis of this 
article came from a report pre-
pared for the PA Association of 
Mutual Insurance Companies 
(PAMIC) by the author.  Pennsyl-
vania Grange News appreciates 
their permission to use parts of 
it in this publication.

	 The history of Pennsylvania’s 
Mutual Insurance Companies is 
like a flowing tapestry covering 
the span of Pennsylvania’s rich 
agricultural and Grange heritage.  
Many of PA’s present-day prop-
erty/casualty Mutual Insurance 
companies trace their beginnings 
to farmers who, in the 1800s, re-
alized that they needed some kind 
of risk management mechanism to 
protect themselves in case of cata-
strophic loss.

	 First, a little History 101 
with which some readers may be 
somewhat familiar.  In 1752, Ben 
Franklin founded America’s first 
true insurance company, The Phil-
adelphia Contributionship for the 
Insurance of Houses From Loss by 
Fire.  The term ‘Contributionship” 
comes from Sheridan’s 1793 dic-
tionary which defined ‘contribu-
tion’ as “that which is given to sev-
eral hands for a common purpose.”  
The Mutual Insurance model was 
pioneered by The Philadelphia 
Contributionship and provided 
the United States with a template 
from which the Insurance Industry 
would grow.

	 Original history aside, most 
Mutual Insurance companies trace 

their genesis from agriculture.  As 
an agrarian society, Pennsylva-
nia’s farmers and farm families 
looked to take care of each other.  
An iconic image is that of neigh-
bors working to rebuild a barn 
destroyed by lightning or fire. But 
sometimes a more formal recovery 
mechanism is needed. In the de-
cade after the National Grange of 
the Patrons of Husbandry was es-
tablished in 1867, spurred by the 
Panic (Depression) of 1873, corre-
sponding falling prices and high-
er railroad shipping costs, local 
Grange fraternal societies orga-
nized in communities where peo-
ple could pool their resources and 
meet losses carried by individual 
members.  

	 A 1923 manuscript (“History 
of the Grange in Pennsylvania” by 
William Free Hill – Library of PA 
State College School of Agriculture 
& Experiment Station) described 
the first 50 years of the Grange in 
Pennsylvania and pointed out the 
growth of insurance as a neces-
sary resource for farmers.

“In looking after the wants of 
its membership there have 
been developed a number of 
agencies that are proving their 
worth. Among them are our 
Grange Mutual Fire Insurance 
Companies now numbering 
over twenty and carrying insur-
ance on property of members 
to the amount of $80,000,000. 

In 1897 there were eight 
Grange insurance companies 

in this state. They carried a 
total insurance at that time of 
$12,041,417.96. 

The great growth in amount of 
insurance shows the popularity 
of these companies.”

	 It is no coincidence that many 
Mutual Insurance Companies 
trace their roots directly back to 
Granges. In 1874, Briar Creek 
Mutual Insurance began selling 
insurance to Grange members.  
Some companies have kept the 
Grange name such as Bedford 
Grange Mutual Insurance Com-
pany (founded in 1909), Grange 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
in Troy, (founded in 1877), and 
Clearfield County Grange Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company (founded 
in 1911).  

	 A statement from Bedford 
Grange Mutual Insurance Com-
pany’s website points to the rea-
son many of these companies were 
founded.

“The members of the Grange, 
in common with other owners 
of farm property, had resent-
ed the high rates charged for 
farm insurance by stock com-
panies. Worse still, the old line 
stock companies were loathe 
to insure farm properties at 
all. Out of this dilemma, the 
Grange mutual fire insurance 
companies were born. When 
organized, the Grange compa-
nies invariably restricted their 
policies to Grange members, 
but during the depression years 
and later, many Grange insur-
ance companies opened their 
services to non-Grangers.”

	 Other companies reference 
farming in their name and may 

OF PENNSYLVANIA INSURANCE
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or may not have Grange origins 
– Farmers & Mechanics Mutu-
al Insurance Company, Farmers 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company/
Marble, Farmers Mutual Insur-
ance Company of Western PA (Mc-
Candless Township), and Millers 
Mutual Group.  Given leadership 
by Grange members in their com-
munities, it is likely that Grangers 
were involved in some of these oth-
er insurance endeavors.  

	 Some farm insurance Mutu-
al Insurance companies changed 
their names as their business 
model expanded.  The Nazareth 
Mutual Insurance Company start-
ed out in 1845 (pre-Grange era) as 
the Farmers Mutual Fire Insur-
ance Company. Founded in 1919 
by the Pennsylvania Farmers and 
Threshermen’s Mutual Protec-
tive Association, Penn National 
in Harrisburg was originally the 
PA Threshermen’s and Farmers 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It 
was formed to provide Workers’ 
Compensation insurance for farm 
worker who operated steam-driv-
en threshing machines.  Now, it 
offers many property/casualty in-
surance options and has expand-
ed to at least nine other states.  
Another example is the Farmers 
& Mechanics Home Mutual Insur-
ance Company of Sullivan Coun-
ty chartered in 1877 in Forksville, 
PA.  In 1983, it shortened its name 
to Farmers & Mechanics Mutual 
Insurance Company and in 1999 
became affiliated with Lititz Mutu-
al Insurance Company.  Of course, 
Lititz Mutual Insurance Company 
has its own rich history.

	 Lititz Mutual Insurance Com-
pany was founded in 1888 by 25 
Lancaster County citizens who 
met to create the Agricultural Mu-
tual Fire Insurance Company of 
Lancaster County.  And leaders 
from Lititz Mutual have been an 
integral part of the movement to 
promote Mutual Insurance Com-
panies since the creation of the 
Pennsylvania Association of Mutu-
al Insurance Companies in 1907.   

	 Some other Mutual Insurance 
company early birds still offering 
insurance are:

•	Hannahstown Mutual (Butler 
County) 1860 – merged with 
Allegany Insurance Group in 
2016

•	Reamstown Mutual Insurance 
Company (Lancaster County) 
1865

•	Millville (Columbia County) 
1875

•	Patrons Mutual (Indiana 
County) 1878

•	Centre County Mutual Insur-
ance Company 1895

	 What this means is that Mu-
tual Insurance Companies were 
founded for good reason.  They 
continue to meet a wide range of 
insurance needs for individuals, 
businesses, and farmers.  Mutu-
al Insurance Companies learned 
how to insure risks such as farms, 
hunting cabins, flat roof houses 
and many others because they 
have spent decades if not centu-
ries to gain this expertise.  Grang-
es and Grange members have a 
proud history of contributing to 
this legacy.
 

Vince Phillips is the lobbyist for the 
Pennsylvania State Grange.  He 
has lobbied in PA since 1989, com-
ing from the Nation’s Capitol where, 
among other things, he served on 
President Reagan’s Transition 
Team and held a Reagan Adminis-
tration appointment at USDA.

Vince Phillips
717-737-8855 or 
legislation@pagrange.org 

Placing a classified ad or 
business card ad in the 

PENNSYLVANIA GRANGE NEWS 
is incredibly easy! Just fill out 
the order form on the inside 
back cover, write out your 

check (made payable to Penn-
sylvania State Grange), and 

mail your 
order and payment to the State 

Grange office at: 
Pennsylvania Grange News 

20 Erford Road, Suite 216
 Lemoyne, PA  17043

Classified Ads & 
Business Card Ads:

Classified ads and business 
cards are Pennsylvania State 

Grange “Members Only”!
	 • Classified rates are 

incredibly affordable at only 
$20 for the first 30 words / 
.50¢ each additional word.

 
	 • Business Card rates are 

$375 for the entire year 
(only $62.50 per issue)!

C L A S S I F I E D  & 
B U S I N E S S  C A R D 

A DV E R T I S E M E N T S

Now Is The Time!
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Appetizer:
CHRISTMAS PARTY PINWHEELS
Yield: 15-20 servings
2 (8 oz) pkgs softened cream cheese
1/2 C minced sweet red pepper
1/2 C minced celery
1/2 C sliced green onions
1/4 C sliced stuffed olives
3 to 4 (10”) flour tortillas
1 (4 oz) pkg ranch salad dressing mix

	 In a mixing bowl, beat cream 
cheese and dressing mix until smooth. 
Add red peppers, celery, onions and 
olives; mix well. Spread about 3/4 C 
of mixture on each tortilla.  Roll up 
tightly; wrap in plastic wrap.  Refriger-
ate for at least 2 hours to set. Remove 
plastic wrap and slice each roll into 
1/2” pieces before serving.
(Betty Lou Williams, Vernon #936 & 
Beverly J. Truscott, Hillcrest #1674)

Beverage:
WASSAIL
1 Gallon cider or apple juice
1/2 C lemon juice
2 C sugar
10 cinnamon sticks
2 Tbs whole allspice

	 Combine all ingredients in a large 
saucepan. Bring to a boil and then sim-
mer about 10 minutes. Pour through 
a cheesecloth or fine strainer before 
serving. Good warm and chilled.
(Pearle Malone, Mendon #855)

Bread:
CRANBERRY NUT BREAD
Yield: 1-2 loaves
1/2 C butter, softened
3/4 C sugar
1 egg
2 1/2 C flour
1 Tbs baking powder
1 tsp salt
2/3 C orange juice
1/3 C milk
3/4 C chopped fresh or frozen cran-
berries
1 tsp grated orange peel
1/2 C chapped walnuts

	 Cream butter and sugar until 
fluffy. Beat in egg. Stir together flour, 
baking powder and salt. Combine or-
ange juice and milk. Alternately mix in 
dry ingredients and wet ingredients to 
creamed mix. Fold in cranberries, or-
ange peel and half of the nuts. Grease 
1 - 8-1/2” x 4” x 2-1/2” or 
2 - 7-1/2” x 3-1/2” x 2” loaf pans. 

Pour batter into pans. Sprinkle top of 
loaves with balance of the nuts. Bake 
at 350˚ for 60 minutes (small pans - 
45 minutes).
(Trudy Wigton, Pleasant Hill #1505)

Salad:
PISTACHIO SALAD
1 box pistachio instant pudding
1 (20 oz) can crushed pineapple
1 C miniature marshmallows
1 small bottle maraschino cherries, 
drained
1/2 C chopped nuts
1 (9 oz) container Cool Whip

	 Mix, do not beat. Pour into cake 
pan and refrigerate.
(Dortha Hewitt, Aleppo #2054)

Vegetable:
HOLIDAY CAULIFLOWER
Yield: 8-10 servings
1 large head cauliflower
1/4 C diced green peppers
1/3 C flour
1 tsp salt
2 Tbs chopped pimento
1 (12 oz) can sliced mushrooms
1/4 C butter
2 C milk
1 C shredded Swiss cheese

	 Break the cauliflower into medi-
um sized florets; cook in boiling water 

Happy Thanksgiving, and a very blessed Christmas to everyone! I 
thought I’d submit a couple fun articles, myself, for this issue...

getting into the wonderful Holiday spirit. I’d like to get everyone in 
the Holiday mood by, hopefully, inspiring everyone to dig out those 

fantastic Grange Cookbooks...and trying some new recipes. This 
is the time of year to enjoy the gift of family and breaking bread 
together over joyously prepared meals. Lets wait for New Years 

before starting those diets, shall we?!
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until tender and crisp (apx 10 min-
utes). Drain well and set aside. In 2 
quart casserole saucepan, saute green 
peppers in the butter until tender. Add 
mushrooms. Gradually blend in flour. 
Stir in milk. Cook, stirring constant-
ly over medium heat, until mixture is 
thick. Stir in the salt, cheese and pi-
mento. Place half the cauliflower in a 
buttered 2 quart casserole dish. Cover 
with half the sauce, then add remain-
ing cauliflower. Top with remaining 
sauce. Bake at 350˚ for 30 minutes.
(Viola E. Anderson, Unity #2002)

SCALLOPED POTATOES
Yield: 3-5 servings
4 C potatoes, sliced
1 1/2 Tbs butter
1 1/2 Tbs AP flour
1 1/2 C hot milk
1/2 tsp salt
1/8 tsp white pepper
4 thin slices of bacon, diced
3 Tbs onion, chopped

	 Pare potatoes and slice very thin, 
parboil. Fry bacon and blot dry. Melt 
butter; add flour and blend well. Add 
hot milk and stir until slightly thick-
ened. Add seasoning. Put half of pota-
toes in greased 1-1/2 quart casserole 
dish. Add half the sauce, bacon and 
onions. Add remaining potatoes, white 
sauce, bacon and onions. Cover and 
bake at 350˚ for 1 hour. Uncover and 
continue to bake until brown crust 
forms on the top.
(Helen M. Mayer, Allegheny #1843)

Stuffing
STUFFING BALLS
Yield: 8 servings
1 1/2 loaves bread (king size)
1 medium onion
2 stalks celery
1 C margarine
1/4 tsp pepper
1/2 tsp parsley
1/2 C water
2 cans cream of mushroom soup
1 tsp salt

	 Chop celery and onion. Melt mar-
garine; add celery and onion. Heat un-
til softened. Cut bread into small piec-
es; add celery and onion. Mix. Add 1/2 
can of soup (undiluted). pepper and 
parsley. Make into balls, and place the 
balls into baking dish. Mix 1 1/2 cans 
of soup with 1/2 cup water. Pour over 
the balls. Cover. Bake at 350˚ for 45 
minutes/ Uncover and bake at 325˚ 
for an additional 15 minutes. 
(Barbara Dixson, Brady #1218)

Dessert:
HOLIDAY WREATH
Yield: 1 wreath
30 marshmallows
1/2 C butter
1 tsp vanilla
2 tsp green food coloring
3 1/2 C cornflakes

	 Combine marshmallows, butter, 
vanilla and food coloring in top pan of 
a double broiler. Heat over water until 
marshmallows and butter are melt-
ed, stirring frequently. Gradually stir 
in cornflakes. Drop from spoon onto 
maxed paper; shape into 9” wreath. 
Decorate with red and green M&M’s or 
red hot candies, etc.
(Desira Kunkle, Shartlesville #1512)

	 I didn’t include any ham or turkey 
recipes...however, there are dozens 
of delicious recipes for both in all of 
the Pennsylvania Grange Cookbooks!  
Merry Christmas everyone!
- Heather Hiller
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	 Scrubgrass Grange has been a 
center where kids have learned to 
use the sewing machine for nigh 
onto 70 years.  Scrubgrass Grange 
members have been Clothing and 
Textile 4-H leaders/teachers for 
as long as anyone can remember.   
In the early years kids learned 

to read  patterns and construct 
clothing items for themselves, but 
in the past few years the 4-H Club 
has added Quilting as a popular 
project.  

	 To introduce the kids to us-
ing the sewing machine and mak-
ing simple items, the Scrubgrass 
Grange and Scrubgrass Stitch-
er’s Quilt Guild have joined forces 
for the past 6 years to hold a free 
“Make and Take” Day every No-
vember for 6 to 16 year olds.  Up 
to 25 kids (girls and boys) meet 

from 9 am to 1 pm and make three 
different items – two on the sewing 
machine and one hand stitched 
item.  About 20 Grangers and 
Guild members set up stations 
and the kids rotate between the 
three activities.  The machine sta-
tions are much more popular than 
the hand stitching, but we feel all 
kids need to know how to use a 
needle and thread!  Items we have 
made in past are pillow cases, rice 
bags, fleece hats, book marks, 10 
minute table runner, etc.  We try to 
choose projects that the kids can 
then go home and duplicate and 
make on their own.  

	 As a result of the “Make and 
Take” Day several kids have joined 
the Emlenton Echoes 4-H Club 
which meets at the Scrubgrass 
Grange.  The Quilt Group had 12 
kids this year that made anything 
from pot holders to purses, wall 
hangings, tote bags, pillows and a 
twin size quilt.  The kids are taught 
to select the pattern, prepare the 
fabric and to follow the pattern 
instructions.  They are taught to 
use modern day methods such as 
using a rotary cutter and long arm 
quilt machine.  Because of safety 
issues the kids must be at least 
12 years of age before they use the 
rotary cutter – up until that point 
the fabrics are cut out by the lead-
er.  Each year a new quilt block is 
introduced and each member of 

the Club 
w i l l 
m a k e 
a block 
r e su l t -
ing in 
a “Club 
Q u i l t ” 
w h i c h 
will be 
donated 
to the 
4-H pro-
gram for 
the 4-H Auction.  The Club Quilt is 
quilted on the Long Arm Quilting 
Machine with each member doing 
a portion of the quilting.  

	 As a result of this ongoing 
activity, the Quilting on the Bay-
front Quilt Show in Erie invited 
the Scrubgrass Grange and the 
Scrubgrass Stitchers Quilt Guild 
to do a 20’ display of items which 
kids have made.  It is a three day 
show with several thousand peo-
ple in attendance.  The Leaders 
and teachers man the booth and 
talk about passing on the art of 
sewing and quilting to our next 
generation.  Patterns which have 
been used with the “Make and 
Take “ day are available by send-
ing a request to kidssewandquilt@
gmail.com.   

	 Both Grangers and Guild mem-
bers have enjoyed working with 
the kids; however this same pro-
gram could be presented for adults 
in your community who want to 
learn to use the sewing machine.  
For further information on dupli-
cating this project contact Barba-
ra Warden at barbarawarden@em-
barqmail.com or 724-867-9381 or 
Barbara Gross at berglen@verizon.
net or 814-385-6567.

(Pictures are from the 2016 year)
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Greetings Fellow Grangers and 
Junior Grangers!
    
	 By the time you read this, our 
State Session will be in the histo-
ry books and we will all be looking 
forward to the upcoming holidays. 
Some Pennsylvania Grangers will 
be heading out to Spokane, Wash-
ington for National Session and I 
wish the Youth members attend-
ing much luck in the Youth officer 
drill and work as well as the Youth 
Ambassador contest. We have 
some strong youth leaders in our 
state and I am very proud of them 
all.  Most of the Youth were once 
Junior Grangers and it makes me 

happy to know that they 
are leading our youngest 
members through their 
Grange journey and help-
ing to give them a great 
start! THANK YOU YOUTH 
MEMBERS!
    
	 I am sad to announce 
that I am losing one of 
my Committee members. 
I asked Philip Vonada to 
come on board when I was 
asked to be the Junior Director a 
few years ago. I wanted to have 
some men on my committee and 
Philip was at the top of my list. 
He had “re-newed” his Grange ac-

tivity level and 
was the perfect 
choice for the 
committee. His 
absolute LOVE 
for the Juniors, 
the program and 
the Grange it-
self was (and is) 
one of the best 
I’ve seen from 
a Granger.  He 
has great mem-
ories and expe-
rience to share 
from his young-
er days as a Ju-
nior Granger all 
the way through 
the Youth pro-
gram and now 
as a Young Adult 
Grange member. 
Philip has drive 
and determina-
tion and he is 
going to make 
things happen 
in our organi-
zation. I appre-
ciated his help, 

creativity, ideas, talents, humor, 
organization, positive influenc-
es and most of all his friendship. 
Thank you Philip for being on “my 
team” and helping me to become a 
better Granger and Junior Direc-
tor. 
 

	 I want to share the results of 
the Junior Grange Talent Win-
ners that happened at Family Fes-
tival back in mid July.  Here are 
the results: Age 5-9 Vocal = Ruby 
Reyburn; Age 5-9 Instrumental = 
Ava Jenkins; Age 5-9 Other Act = 
Ava Jenkins, Gretchen, Ruby Rey-
burn ; Age 10-14 Vocal = Isabella 
Boone; Age 10-14 Instrumental = 
Kay Reyburn; Age 10-14 Other Act 
= Elizabeth Reich. Congrats to all 
of the winners and thank you to 
all of the Junior Participants!  I am 
happy that we have so many Ju-
niors sharing their talents with the 
rest of us! 
   
	 I want to wish all of you a very 
Blessed and Happy Christmas 
Season. However you spend this 
time of year - be sure to create 
memories, share laughter and give 
to others. I am looking forward to 
2018 and having a terrific Junior 
Grange year!    

~Lurae
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Pennsylvania State Grange Cookbooks

1972 Edition (reprinted in 2012)
$24.00 each (includes S&H)

2010 Edition
$22.00 each (includes S&H)

1984 Edition
$17.00 each (includes S&H)

1950 Edition
$17.00 each (includes S&H) 

To order a Grange Cookbook, 
please contact the Grange at:

20 Erford Road, Suite 216
Lemoyne, PA  17043

1-717-737-8855
www.pagrange.org (for order form)

	 PA Farm Link, in part-
nership with AgChoice Farm 
Credit will hold Farm Succes-
sion and Transition Programs 
in Wexford, PA and Cham-
bersburg, PA.

•	Wexford, PA – November 14, 
2017 at Soergel Orchards 
McIntosh Hall

•	Chambersburg, PA – March 8, 
2018 at Chambersburg Men-
nonite Church

	 Professionals in the agricultur-
al industry will be providing valu-
able information to farm business 
owners who want to ensure the 
farm is transitioned to the next 

generation.

	 The workshop is presented 
by PA Farm Link. PA Farm Link, 
a non-profit dedicated to “Link-
ing Farmers to the Future”, will 
provide information on various 
aspects of creating a Farm Busi-
ness Succession/Transition plan.  
Often farm families discuss pass-
ing the farm business to the next 
generation, but get “stuck” on how 
to proceed.  These workshops will 
help work through some of the 

myths and stumbling blocks 
of moving forward with a 
farm succession and transi-
tion plan.

	 Wexford speakers & topics 
include: Planning for Successful 
Management Transition & Finan-
cial Considerations, Phil Taylor, 
AgChoice Farm Credit, Ag Busi-
ness Consultant; Legal, Business 
and Tax Considerations, Attorney 
Bob Clark, New Wilmington, PA; 
Farm Family Communication & 
What If’s, Darlene Livingston, PA 
Farm Link Executive Director.

article continued on page 19
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ATLANTIC GRANGE #344
	 Atlantic Grange #344 was 
Awarded FIRST place for their dis-
play at the Crawford County Fair, 
Aug 19-26, 2017. Our display was 

also seen at the Jamestown Com-
munity Fair. Sept 5-9, 2017

MAHONING VALLEY GRANGE 
#1732
	 Mahoning Valley Grange mem-
ber Martha Shannon, age 100, 
stirring apple butter for our Pomo-
na Grange at the Lawrence County 

Fair in August.

RUSSELLVILLE GRANGE #91
	 Russellville recently honored 
members for their years of service 
in the Grange.  Those honored for 
70 years were Doris Worth (left), 

Charles Harris (right) and Jean 
Yarnall (not pictured).  Also, hon-
ored was Paulette Ash for 25 years 
(not pictured). 

WESLEY GRANGE #1675
	 On August 16 Wesley Grange 
#1675 hosted a program about 
drug abuse.  It was presented by 
Trooper Michelle McGee, commu-
nity service officer with the Penn-
sylvania State Police and Chris-
tina M. Rugh, Venango County 
Coroner.  Topics included how to 
help communities respond to pre-
scription/over the counter medi-

cation abuse, what can be done to 
increase awareness and security 
in the home, and what to watch for 
regarding prescription medication.  
Drug take back programs, Narcan 
availability, and the overall trends 
with opioid abuse were also dis-
cussed.  Attending the program in 
addition to Wesley and Scrubgrass 
Grange members were Senator 
Scott Hutchinson, Becky Hedglin- 
Constituent Outreach Specialist to 
Representative R. Lee James, and 
other local community members.

CENTRE COUNTY POMONA #13
	 • The Centre County Pomona 
Grange #13 holds its main fund-
raiser during the annual Centre 
County Grange Encampment and 
Fair every August. Each year we 
raffle off an Amish made Quilt. This 
year the winner was the Pennsyl-
vania State Granges’ own member,   

Secretary Debbie Campbell.  This 
fund raiser is the only one that the 

Pomona does 
during the year. 
They raised 
over Forty Five 
Hundred Dol-
lars.  Some of 
the things that 
they donated 
to are the pur-
chase of ten (10) 
FFA jackets that 
are presented to 
Freshmen FFA 
members at the 
Winter Con-
vention during 
Farm Show in 
January.  They 

(Pictured: Suzanne Davidson, who serves as the 
Centre County Pomona Grange #13 Secretary and 
her husband Bob who serves as the Bald Eagle 

Grange #151 Master.)

(Left to right- Becky Hedglin, Anita Fuchs (Wesley Grange member), 
Trooper Michelle McGee, Coroner Christina Rugh, Senator Scott 

Hutchinson.)
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present five (5) Senior Scholar-
ships at the five school districts 
in Centre County in the amount 
of $150.00 each.  They also do-
nated to the Centre Crest Nurs-
ing Home in Bellefonte, and to the 
Veterans Home in Hollidaysburg, 
give $400.00 to the Grange Fair 
Queen contest along with dona-
tions to the annual PA State Ju-
nior Grange Camp every summer.  
These are just a few. 
                              
	 • Centre County Pomona 
Grange Membership Chair, Dor-
othy Houtz set-up and worked at 

the membership table at the Cen-
tre County Grange Encampment 
and Fair in August.  Mrs. Houtz 
has been a 50+ member at Logan 
Grange #109.  This year visitors 
were given special Pomona Grange 
fans and 2018 magnetic calen-
dars. If you know someone who 
might like joining a Grange have 
them contact your Membership 
Director in you county.

	 • Centre County Pomona 
Grange Members held their Com-
munity Night picnic in June at 
the Centre County Grange Park 
in Centre Hall.  Approximately 45 
people attended the evening which 
included Pennsylvania Master/
President Wayne Campbell and his 
wife Debbie.  In the photo you will 

see President Campbell speaking 
to the attending members.
	 • At the Community night pic-
nic for Centre County Pomona 
Grange you could find the future 
of Grange. In the audience you 

could find several young members 
like Catie Furman, the daughter of 
former Pennsylvania Grange Po-
mona and Centre County Grange 
#13 Pomona Master.  The night 
provided something for everyone.

	 • On July 12, 2017, Baileyville 
Grange #1991, Centre County Po-
mona Grange #13, the Pennsyl-
vania State Grange and National 
Grange lost a good and faithful 
sister.  Laura Homan of Centre 
Hall, PA passed away unexpected-
ly. Many member will remember 
her as being the lady in charge and 
dancing with the Centre County 
Pomona Flora Drill Ladies.   For 

many years Laura put together a 
team of dances to dance the Flora 
Drill at State Grange and this fall 
she took them to National Grange.
Laura will be sadly missed by all 
those that knew her personally or 
knew of her.  Please take a mo-
ment to say a quite Thank You to 
Laura for all the hours she spent 
doing something for the Granges 
she loved.  God Bless You Laura 
Homan. Laura is located center of 
the photo. 

	 Chambersburg speakers & 
topics include: Planning for Suc-
cessful Management Transition 
& Financial Considerations, Matt 
Meals, AgChoice Farm Credit, Ag 
Business Consultant; Legal, Busi-
ness and Tax Considerations, At-
torney Jennifer Denchak Wetzel, 
Mette, Evans & Woodside, Harris-
burg, PA; Farm Family Commu-
nication & What If’s, Darlene Liv-
ingston, PA Farm Link Executive 
Director & Michelle Kirk, PA Farm 
Link Eastern PA Representative.

	 Speakers will answer partici-
pant’s questions, plan next steps 
and breakout sessions will be 
held.  

	 A copy of: “Planning the Fu-
ture of Your Farm” Pennsylvania 
Edition (a $10.60 value) and lunch 
will be provided for all registrants.

Registration is required and may 
be completed online at www.pa-
farmlink.org or by calling (717) 
705-2121.  A discount is provid-
ed for 2 or more people registering 
from a farm.

The material is based upon work 
supported by USDA/NIFA un-
der Award Number 2015-49200-
24225.

article continued from page 17
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Back to the Land:
Fun Winter Candy Recipes
Break out of the norm and try some REALLY old-fashioned 
recipes...sure to make both kids and “kids-at-heart” have a 

blast!

	 This time of year is always 
tough on most sun-loving people...
the days get shorter, temperatures 
drop below short-sleeve tolerance, 
instead of enjoying a day out in 
the garden...we’re stuck shovel-
ing endless mountains of cold, 
wet snow. Lets face it...unless 
you’re a snow-bunny...winter real-
ly can blow! That being said...I’ve 
got a couple suggestions on ways 
to brighten up those snowy days 
(kids not needed...but encour-
aged!) 

SNOW MAPLE CANDY/TAFFY
	 Make real maple syrup snow can-
dy in your own backyard just like Lau-
ra from Little House in the Prairie.

	 Making homemade candy on 
the snow is a great winter-time ac-
tivity for the family.  All you need 
are two things: real maple syrup 
and clean, fresh snow!

	 First, what IS maple syrup 
snow candy? Maple syrup can-
dy is candy in its simplest form.  
It’s made by pouring boiling ma-
ple syrup on a clean, fresh bed of 
snow. The snow instantly stops 
the cooking, and cools the syrup 
to a taffy-like consistency.

	 The process is quick (only 3 
steps) and simple, and it’s a lot of 
fun.  This would be a great weekend 
activity to do with your family af-
ter a fresh snowfall or with a group 
of students in the school yard.  As 
long as you have a FRESH, CLEAN 
snow on hand, you’re good to go.

Ingredients:
•	 1-2 cups of PURE maple syrup
•	 Craft/Popsicle sticks
•	 CLEAN/FRESH snow
•	 If you’re making your candy 

indoors, you’ll also need a bak-
ing sheet

•	 Sauce pan/small pot
•	 Candy thermometer

Preparing your snow:
	 If you’ll be making your can-
dy outdoors, pack down an area 
of snow.  You want this area to be 
nice and firm so it holds the hot 
syrup.  Alternatively, you could fill 
a platter or a baking sheet with a 
layer of packed down snow.

Making Snow Maple Candy in 3 
Steps:

1. Pour your syrup into a small 
pot and heat it until boiling.  Once 
boiling, the syrup will really start 
to bubble.  Using a candy ther-
mometer to gauge the tempera-
ture, continue to boil the syrup 
until it reaches the “soft ball” stage 
(235-240 degrees Fahrenheit).  If 
you pass the soft ball stage, don’t 
worry.  Your candy will just be 
more crunchy than chewy.

2. Remove the pot from the heat, 

and pour your syrup in lines on 
the snow. BE CAREFUL.  The syr-
up is VERY hot.

3. Press a craft/Popsicle stick into 

the syrup and then as the syrup is 
cooling, roll it up around the stick.
	
	 Thats it! As an extra treat, you 
can also roll the cooling candy 
through a variety of toppings: sea 
salt, crispy rice cereal, crumbled 
bacon, etc.
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SNOW ICE CREAM
(http://www.theprairiehome-
stead.com/)
Yield: Approximately four servings

	 Snow ice cream is a fun way to 
make memories, and the kids (or 
grandkids) will get a huge kick out 
of it.

Ingredients:
•	 1 cup cream
•	 1/2 cup real maple syrup 
•	 1 teaspoon real vanilla extract
•	 Pinch of sea salt 
•	 8 cups of CLEAN/FRESH snow

1. In a small bowl, whisk together 
the cream, maple syrup, vanilla, 
and salt.

2. Quickly pour this mixture over 
the snow, and mix thoroughly.

3. Eat immediately, as snow ice 

cream melts fast. It also doesn’t 
refreeze well, so you’ll want to eat 
the entire batch in one sitting.

	 If you want to be really wild 
and crazy, top your freshly-made 
snow ice cream with sprinkles, 
fresh fruit, peanut butter or home-
made caramel sauce.

HARD TAC CANDY
	 I grew up making Hard 
Tac Candy every early win-
ter with my grandmother; 
Elizabeth Anstadt. It was 
one of our traditions...
even once I left Pennsylva-
nia and would fly in from 
California for the Christ-
mas Holiday...we always 
broke out the Lorann Oils 
and got cracking on mak-
ing batches of colorful 
Hard Tac. I’m sure there are many 
recipes out there for Hard Tac...
but this is the recipe we used.

Ingredients:
•	 3 3/4 C Sugar
•	 1 1/2 C Light Corn Syrup
•	 1 C Water
•	 2 Drams Lorann Flavoring
•	 Variety of food coloring
•	 Powdered sugar
•	 Greased (w/ real butter)Cookie 

sheets
•	 Pizza cutter or sharp knife for 

scoring
•	 Candy thermometer
•	 Large saucepan

1. Mix first 3 ingredients in a large 
saucepan, until sugar dissolves.

2. Boil, without stirring, until tem-
perature reaches 310 degrees (or 

until drops of syrup form hard, 
brittle threads in cold water)

3. Remove from heat. 

4. After boiling has ceased, stir in 
the flavoring of your choice and a 
number of drops of food coloring of 
your choice.

5. Pour mixture onto lightly 
greased cookie sheets and fold the 
substance onto its self for a min-
ute to help it cool and start to “set”.

6. Allow it to cool, somewhat and 
then sprinkle with a light coating 
of powdered sugar.

7. Score with the pizza cutter or 
knife. Allow to cool completely...
occasionally re-score, to make 
sure its scored all the way through 
the candy. 

8. Break & then store in an air-
tight jar.

	 Makes wonderfully tasty and 
colorful Christmas gifts!

- Heather Hiller
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Placing a classified ad or business card ad in the PENNSYLVANIA 
GRANGE NEWS is incredibly easy!

Just fill out the order form on the inside back cover, write out your 
check (made payable to Pennsylvania State Grange), and mail your 

order and payment to the State Grange office at: 

Pennsylvania Grange News 
20 Erford Road, Suite 216 • Lemoyne, PA  17043

C L A S S I F I E D  &  B U S I N E S S  C A R D  A DV E R T I S E M E N T S
Now Is The Time!
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Keystone Grange #2
Arthur Bonnert
Catherine Bonnert
Joan Kelley
Joseph Kelley
Matthew Hoffman
Russellville Grange #91
Maria Zanfrisco
Scott Schwartzengraber
Progress #96
Bryan Sampsel
Kendra Miller
Logan Grange #109
Danielle Nyman
Jessica Cain
Caleb Cain
Bald Eagle Grange #151
Tina Maurer
Philip Maurer
Penns Valley #158
Christi Daniels
Oriental Grange #165
Katelyn Hug
Turbett Grange #781
Don D. Groninger 
Jeff A Berry
Girard Grange #788
Kenneth Leonard
Pleasant Valley Grange #1074
Althea Poltanis
Valley Grange #1360
Craig Nunemaker
Lily Nunemaker
Harveys Aleppo Grange #1444
Mark Schoos
Charie Livingood
Tammy Kelly
Shirley Vulcano
Schnecksville Grange #1684
Adam Kern
Nicole Kern
Scrubgrass Grange #1705
Lydia Seaton
Carter Chase
Linda Snyder
Susan Courson

James Courson
Community Jr Grange  #1767
Macy Buskey
Virginville Grange #1832
Sarah Krick 
Thomas Krick
Michaela Ryan
Sewickley Grange #1897
Ann Mc Williams
Eric Lash
Norma Petersen
Eileen Greenwalt
Hookstown Grange #1980
Marshall Allison
Big Knob #2008
Dee Rucket

IN MEMORIAM 

Keystone Grange #2
Marion Morelli
Henry Wojton
Sanatoga #25
Ruth Seeders
Mary Overly
Wysauking-Sheshequin #58 
Wilmer Giplin
Brandywine Grange #60
Norman Folchman
Elizabeth Shaw
Progress #96
John Yearick
Logan Grange #109
Lena Yarnell
Union Grange #152
Felicia Kinney
Harriet Himka
Lyman Williams
Sinking Valley #484
Mary Lou Forshey
Middletown #684
Hans Gramm
Marguerite Andre
Forest Grange #853
William Peel 
Vernon #936
Roger Williams 

Grange #974
Catherine Ormsby 
Fairdale #1157
Ray Hardic
South Auburn Grange #1188 
Elston Mowry
Louise DeWolfe
Berneta Gardner
Jill Overfield
Kimberton Grange #1304
Everett H. Wilson 
Richland Grange #1413
Roy Lehman
London Grange #1492
Leon Shedden 
C. Frances Stesse
Fassett Grange #1567
Onalou Patterson
Hillcrest Grange #1674
Doyle Paul
Ralph Paul
Willis #1690
Alverta Luce
Dorothy Reffner
Florence Shaffer
Perry Valley Grange #1804
Reba Weimer
Virginville Grange #1832
Betty Seidel
Fleetwood Grange #1839
Alma Snyder
Pleasant Hill Grange #1861
Stephen Yahner
Mt. Nebo #1872
Rev. Molly D. Brown
Rev. Victor Brown
Bernville #1887
Janet Shartle
Unionville #1971
MaryAnn Wagner
Community Grange #2048
Marlin Herman
Shenango #2057
Sarah Gault
Madison Grange #2064
Arthur Kennedy
Perry Stambaugh



C L A S S I F I E D  &  B U S I N E S S  C A R D  A DV E R T I S E M E N T S
Order Form

	 Placing a classified ad or business card ad in the PENNSYLVANIA GRANGE NEWS is incredibly easy! 
Just fill out this order form, write out your check (made payable to Pennsylvania State Grange), and mail 
your order and payment to the State Grange office at: 
Pennsylvania Grange News • 20 Erford Road, Suite 216 • Lemoyne, PA  17043.

Classified Ads & Business Card Ads: Classified ads and business cards are Pennsylvania State Grange 
“Members Only”!
	 • Classified rates are incredibly affordable at only $20 for the first 30 words / .50¢ each additional word. 
	 • Business Card rates are $375 for the entire year (only $62.50 per issue)!

______Business Card Ad  ______Classified Ad (please check one)
Category (Please tell us a category you’d like your classified ad to be in)____________________________________
(For Business Cards, please include your business card with your order form and payment)

Please don’t forget to include your phone number, so we can contact you if we have questions.

6-14th: Farm Show
  (Harrisburg)
12th: (10AM) Legislative 
  meeting @ Farm Show 
  (Delaware Room) 
  (Harrisburg)
27-28th: Grange Planning 
  Meeting (State College)

National Grange Month

Dairy Month
30-July 2nd: Youth Camp
  (Howard)

2-8th: Junior Camp
  (Howard)
20-23rd: Family Festival
  (Centre Hall)

15-17: Ag Progress 
  Days. (Pennsylvania 
  Furnace)

19-22nd: State Grange 
  Session (Scranton)
  Radison Hotel, 
  Lackawanna Station 
  (800) 333-3333

7-11: National Grange
  Session
  Red Lion Hotel, Spokane,
  WA
  (509) 777-6300
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WHAT CAN THE GRANGE DO  FOR YOU?

BENEFITS

National Grange Benefits
• Choice Hotels International: Members save 20%
• Constellation Energy: Switch to CE and receive a $50 Visa Prepaid Card
• CVS Caremark: Savings up to 50% with CVS RxSavings Plus Card
• National Grange Travel Center
• Safeguard Complete: Members receive 50% off first year 
•TSYS Merchant Solutions

Pennsylvania State Grange Benefits
• American Income Life: All members receive a $3000 Accidental Death 
Benefit
• Avis Rental Car: Discounted Member rates
• BJ’s Wholesale Club: Discounted membership fee
• Comfort Keepers In-Home Care
• Fastenal: Member discounts up to 40% off specific products
• Vision Insurance
• AgraCo: Member discount of 5% on fly traps/mosquito patches
• Country Home Products: Member discount of 5% on all phone ordered 
products
• Florian Tools: Member discount of 10% on all tools
• Rohrer Seeds: Member discount of 5% on all seeds

The PA State Grange also offers scholarships and interest free loans

Contact the Pennsylvania State 
Grange office with questions 

about becoming a member...and 
start enjoying the many benefits 

of being a Grange Member...
immediately!

Pennsylvania State 
Grange

www.pagrange.org
1 (717) 737-8855


