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It’s Red, White & Blue on Oct. 7t

Women of the Revolution by Mark/Valarie DeVecchis

Mark & Valarie DeVecchis (below) of
McClure, PA will explore Women of the
Revolution at the Tuesday, October 7t

meeting of Eagle Grange. A short business
session will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the Grange
Hall with the program expected to start about
7:15 p.m. As always, the meeting and
program are open to the public.

The DeVecchis are
., 18" century

¥ independent

! historians and re-
enactors. They are
& members of several
% reenactment units,
% including the 5™
Battalion, Cumber-
land County Militia,
that in 1778 was
active in the territory
that today is part of
present day Mifflin
County where they
reside.

|
]

While we hear much about “Camp Followers” who
followed their husbands, prepared food, washed
clothing or even served as prostitutes, there were
many women of the day who were indispensable in
promoting the cause of freedom and the founding
of the United States of America.

Val and Mark will be in traditional attire of the era to
explain more clearly proper clothing, accoutrements
and firearms that were common to that time.
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We need |

Red, =, and YOU!

Join in on the National Grange's campaign to
showcase our members as we celebrate America’s
250t Birthday in 2026!

Submit photos of yourself wearing red, white, or blue
> MERIC

A

>

Picture Taking

As America gears up for the celebration of its
250" anniversary in 2026, the National Grange
has announced plans to create a large collage
featuring the pictures of individual Grange
members/friends across the nation. Everyone
is invited to come to the October 7" meeting
dressed in a shirt or blouse in plain solid red,
white or blue to have their headshot portrait
taken. We might just become part of a giant
American flag to show how patriotic we are.



https://www.pagrange.org/pennsylvanias-first-grange---eagle-1.html

Another Whopping Success @ Sept. Take-Out Dinner

Ordering of the stuffed chicken breast meals started weeks in advance and by the day of the
dinner our maximum capacity of 225 had been reached. The profitable results - about $3,100!







Grange Dues Conversation

For several years, the
annual membership
dues at Eagle Grange
have been $50, with $30
sent to the Pennsylvania
State Grange, $14 to
the National Grange,
and $6 retained locally.
Neither the State nor the
National Grange has
increased their dues since 2013. Now, both
organizations are taking steps to "catch up" after
years of holding dues flat.

Members across the country have been asking for
more leadership training, greater connection with
fellow Grangers, and a stronger voice in advocacy.
With only five paid staff members at the National
Grange and even fewer at the State level, these
opportunities simply cannot expand without
additional financial support from members.

At the 2024 State Grange Session, delegates
approved a resolution to increase State Grange
dues to $46 per member, raising total annual dues
to $60 (inclusive of National Grange dues)
beginning January 2026. At the time, we were
unaware that the National Grange would also
consider an increase to $20 per member. This
resolution will receive a second vote at the 2025
National Grange Convention and is likely to pass,
which would bring total annual dues to $66 starting
in January 2027 (Youth and Family Plan dues are
calculated differently).

As a National Grange staff member and a member
of the State Grange Executive Committee, | want
you to know that this change is not being made
lightly. These increases are intended to bring dues
in line with inflation and ensure the future stability
and longevity of our Order. Without a strong State
and National Grange, Eagle Grange itself could not
continue to do its work.

At our Eagle Grange meeting on October 7, we will
discuss our Subordinate Grange dues. While we
must comply with State and National dues, we can
decide how much, if any, we wish to retain locally.
This conversation will give us time to plan and
communicate the new dues structure well before
payments for the 2026 Grange year are due.

| ask each of you to come to this meeting with an
open mind and heart. Membership in the Grange
brings personal benefits, the ability to make a real

difference in our community, and the strength that
comes from being part of a nationwide network of
Grangers.

| also recognize that any dues increase can be
difficult for some. | will work with our Executive
Committee, Treasurer, and Secretary to find
solutions to help keep every one of our members
through this transition.

Thank you for your continued commitment to Eagle
Grange and the work we do together.

Fraternally yours,

Philip J Vonada
President, Eagle Grange #1

Upcoming Events

OCTOBER 7 - Grange meeting — 6:30 p.m.

Program — Women of the Revolution by Mark &
Valarie DeVecchis of McClure

Come dressed in red or white or blue for picture

e Draping of charter in memory of Hayim Weiss

Hosts — Linda Valentine, Carol Schnure &
Sandy Hoover

OCTOBER 16-19 - PA State Grange Session —
headquartered @ Genetti Hotel in Williamsport

OCTOBER 16 — Eagle prepares/serves lunch —
pre-session bus tour visiting Little League Museum,
Purity Candy, Lycoming County Resource

Management, Taber Museum & our historic Grange

OCTOBER 18-19 - Eagle hosts State Grange
Junior Jamboree — kids and chaperones stay
overnight Saturday at the Grange Hall; Eagle
prepares and serves Sunday morning breakfast

NOVEMBER 4 - Grange meeting — 6:30 p.m.

Program — Learning about the Grange led by Phil
Vonada

Hosts — Katy Moser & Karen Schooley

NOVEMBER 7 — Work day for take-out dinner —
10 a.m.; bring something to share for lunch

NOVEMBER 8 - Take-out Roast Turkey Dinner
- Help needed starting @ 10 a.m.; see Page 6

NOVEMBER 11 - Charcuterie Board class
taught by Penn State Extension - 6-8 p.m.
Advance registration required; see Page 7

NOVEMBER 22 - Holiday cookie packing for
shut-ins & decorating of Grange Hall




We Need Your Help to Save the Right Things

The collection of plastic bags and film continues but many unusable items are being placed in or
around the two large collection bins on the back porch of the Grange Hall. This requires the messy
job of sorting and discarding. Please DO NOT deposit glass, plastic bottles, foil or any trash in

these receptables. The goal is to collect 1,000 pounds of plastic bags/film by April 30, 2026.

partnering with the NexTrex Corp. to
recycle used plastic bags & film into
items like the bench shown at the right. e

Eagle Grange & Montdomery v Donate Used Plastic Bags
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We have until April 30, 2026 to collect halfl a } , l\Ail‘ixll'Rl:)‘.\ . ll'.('! '(’[?l ”*(_
ton (1,000 pounds) of plastic, benefitting the 3 — ‘ ol
world's environment, and enough to earn a CHALLENGE cts
bench for the local park. You may put your "

plastic into l:e collrc\actflorr: cc(;ntamerzo:: the What Can Be Recycled?
rear back porch-of the Grange Hall. All plastic must be clean, dry and free of food residue
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Oliver Doyle (center) accepts Eagle’s $250
donation for Oliver’s Backpacks from Patty
Peterman & Phil Vonada.

Glen Bayly spoke on Christian History in
Central Pennsylvania at September meeting.



Eagle’s take-out dinners earn the finances necessary to provide community
services and maintain Grange property. As always we need help for this dinner
on both Nov. 7 & 8 and the donation of baked goods for the sales table.

Take-Qut Dinner

Sponsored by Eagle Grange #1

Saturday, Nov. 8, 2025
Turkey & All the Trimmings

Roast Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed
Potatoes, Gravy, Corn, Cranberry
Relish, Pepper Cabbage, Roll & Butter,
Homemade Pumpkin Pie

Suggested Donation - $14

Advance reservations suggested”

Contact Daisy Styer @ 570-546-5861 by 11/3
*Reservations limited to 200 meals

Pick-up 2-4 p.m. @ Eagle Grange Hall
Rt. 15 & East Blind Rd., Montgomery, PA

Next Take-Out Dinner — February 7, 2026
Free “Share the Love” Lasagna Meal
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Hosted by Eagle Grange #1
Led by Penn State Extension

Learn the art of charcuterie - Just
in time Jor holiday entertaining!
Tuesday, November 11th

6-8pm
32 E. Blind Rd., Montgomery

$30 - Includes all materials and. ingredients

' Register online at:

‘ https://extension.psu.edu/lets-cook-
" - charcuterie-boards

For more information, contact Jenn
(717) 512-1261 | jnauss89@gmail.com




Eagle Grange #1
¢/o Douglas A. Bonsall

300 Swatara Street, PO Box 765
Dauphin, PA 17018-0765

October 2025
Newsletter

Glimpses of Recent Grange Events

Eagle’s display at the Juniata The kitchen volunteers at the Sept. 20" Stuffed Chicken Breast
County Fair received first place take-out dinner were still smiling after a busy day preparing the
honors; we weren’t quite so lucky 225 meals that would shortly be assembled for our guests.
at Bloomsburg Fair! See Pages 2-3 for more pictures from this fundraiser.




