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Food, Fellowship, Christmas Carols, Awards

Annual Holiday Dinner Celebration

Eagle’s annual and very popular holiday potluck dinner and program will begin at 6 p.m. on
Tuesday, December 2, 2025, in the Grange Hall at 32 East Blind Road, Montgomery. Advance
reservations for this event are required and may be made by contacting Program Coordinator Doug
Bonsall at douglas.b@verizion.net or by calling 717-921-1957. Seating is limited to about 60 persons
and there are only 12 seats available as this newsletter is being written. The Grange will provide
place settings, meat and beverage for the meal; attendees are invited to bring a favorite casserole,
salad or dessert to share. The festive evening’s program will include:

Recognition of Long-Time Grange Members:

70 Y@arS.....cccvveeeeeeieeeaeiiiaaaaeann, Karen Williamson
60 years.......ccccuuueviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiei Barbara Friese
S50 years......ccouueieiiiiiiiiiiiiiii Beth Downey
30 years................ Carol Gresh, Emmett Reynolds

Joy to the World: The Stories Behind Our
Favorite Christmas Carols

Williamsport native John

Maietta will return to educate
and entertain us with another
of his outstanding programs.

Folk tunes, pagan revels, and
medieval hymns have all
contributed to the musical
treasure we enjoy every year
during the Christmas

: season. This program
presents the colorful stories behind a dozen of our
favorite Yuletide carols. Among other fascinating
facts, you'll learn who King Wenceslas really was...
how a partridge got into a pear tree... why a
Pennsylvania pastor immortalized the visit of the three
kings to the baby Jesus... and how a snowy, starry
night in an Austrian village inspired a beloved song of
Christmas joy and peace.

“Community Citizen Award” to Chris Ulrich

T WA

This award is a nation-wide SR P .
Grange program to recognize .
the outstanding volunteer
service given to local
communities by individuals,
couples or groups. Eagle
Grange is proud to honor a
friend who exemplifies these
principles of serving others.

Chris Ulrich has been a , _ '
resident of Elimsport, PA his entire life and is the son
of Pat and Charlie Ulrich. Chris is married to Jill Ulrich,
and they have three daughters,

Chris is a teacher of Agriculture Sciences and has
been employed by the Montgomery School District
since 1999. He also owns and operates Ulrich Farm
where he raises angus beef and has a retail store with
his family at the farm.

Chris began his service to his community through Boy
Scouts and obtained the level of Eagle Scout. He is a
life time member of the Elimsport United Methodist
Church where he currently serves as a trustee. Chris
also serves on the Planning Commission for
Washington Township. He also is on the Board of
Directors of the Lycoming County Farm Bureau.

(continued on Page 4)
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November Turkey Dinner Another Big One!
Reservations sold out almost 3 weeks in advance!

g - Ly Volunteers turned out over parts of three days to

u ? %’J pepare food for 225 meals. The combined profits from

the meals and the popular sales table amounted to over
h—-lg

$3,000 — just about the amount needed to fund the
upcoming project to replace deteriorating cupboard
doors and drawers in the kitchen.




I

From the smiles on these faces below,
helping at the Grange hardly looks like
work at all. Many thanks to all the
volunteers who generously give so
willingly of their time and energy.

The next take out meal will be held Feburary 7, 2026 (snow date February 8'").
This is Eagle Grange’s annual free lasagna dinner gift to the community-
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By the time this newsletter arrives in
your email in-box or is delivered to
your mailbox, the Grange will have

completed two more projects.

Left — Packing cookie boxes for delivery
to friends, neighbors and relatives to
give them a holiday remembrance.

Right — Decorating the Grange Hall for
the upcoming holidays where Grange
and family events will take place.

Did you notice the cover of the Nov.-

Dec. 2025 PA Grange News featuring

our beautifully decorated and lighted
outside front entrance?

It’s Time to Pay 2026 Grange Dues

One of the charges given to new Grange members comes from the secretary ...the members’ dues
constitute the financial lifeblood of the Order and the National, State and local Granges are
supported by this annual payment. from the membership.

By action of Eagle Grange at its October meeting, dues for 2026 were set at $70 per person ($20 for
youth members) to meet recent increases in the dues payable to the State and National Granges, both of
which have increased dues for the first time in many years. You may pay your 2026 dues at the
holiday dinner meeting on Dec. 2"9; doing so in person will save the time/expense of the
secretary sending a written notice.

Each of us supports the services and legislative work of the Grange at the state and national levels when
we pay our annual dues. Eagle Grange supplements its modest share of dues income with other fund
raising, thus enabling continued improvements/maintenance to our historic property and generous
donations to worthy causes. Thankfully, some of our members who do not participate in fund
raising projects, include an extra contribution to the Grange’s general fund when submitting their
dues. Every $10, $25, $50, $100 or $1,000 gift helps move the Grange forward more quickly.

Dues may also be mailed to the secretary:
Jenn Nauss, 10 West Schoolside Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

Name(s)
$ Dues enclosed ($70/adult; $20/youth)
$ Donation to general fund of Eagle Grange
$ _ Total

Please make checks payable to: Eagle Grange #1




Extension-Led Charcuterie Class Popular

The second in a series of food related classes
taught by Penn State Extension was sponsored
by the Grange on November 11%. The class
filled soon after its announcement to the public
with participants eager to learn how to create

these attractive snack boards, just in time for
holiday enertaining. A third class on another
subject may take place in spring, 2026.




COMING EVENTS

DECEMBER 2 — Annual Holiday Dinner - 6 p.m.
(see details on Page 1) Reservations required

¢ Recognition of long-term members
¢ Presentation of Community Citizen Award
e Program — Joy to the World by John Maietta

Meat, beverage and place settings provided; bring
a favorite casserole, salad or dessert to share
e Hosts — Jenn Nauss & Doug Bonsall

DECEMBER 6 — Annual Jingle Bell Jamboree
for families and children — 3-4:30 p.m.
(see details on Page 7)

Helpers are needed at 2 p.m. to get everything
ready for the activity stations and refreshments
DECEMBER 14 — Hall rental

JANUARY 6 — Grange meeting — 6:30 p.m.
Program: 2024 in Review & Planning the Future

e Hosts — fo be announced

Remember — By previous action, if inclement
winter weather requires an Eagle Grange meeting
to be postponed, it will be automatically be
rescheduled to be held the following evening.

JANUARY 24 — Pomona #28 luncheon meeting —
12 noon at Allegheny Grange Hall (snow date 1/31)

Learning more about Grange

At the November meeting our own president Phil
Vonada presented a look into the history of the
Grange movement that began in 1867. Whether a
new member or one for years, the program was
helpful for all to better understand the reasons and
significance of many historical rituals.

Santa Promises 12/6 Return to Eagle

Chris Ulrich Receives 2025

“Community Citizen Award”

(continued from Page 1)

Chris worked hard to bring FFA back to
Montgomery High School and obtained the charter
in 2020. He has been instrumental in planning and
implementing several community service projects
for the FFA Chapter. Food drives have been done
for Footprints of Montgomery as well as the
Salvation Army. The chapter has assisted at the
North Central Food bank as well. FFA has
participated for a few years in the Wreaths Across
America program with the American Legion. The
chapter members have assisted in food drives,
plastic recycling, and holiday programs with Eagle
Grange #1 and have done Trunk or Treats with the
Washington Township Fire company.

Chris greatly values his community and the youth in
the community. He truly has been raised to serve
and has instilled the love of community and service
in his own children as well as his students.



HOSTED BY EAGLE GRANGE #1

Jingle Bell
Jamboree

A Free Holiday Open House for Families

Saturday, December 6th

3:00 - 4:30 pm

Featuring:

 Visit and Pictures with Santa
Photo Backdrop for Family Portraits
Cookie Decorating B
Make-your-own Snacks and Crafts -
Games and Prizes
Hot Cocoa and Snacks

Eagle Grange Hall
Route 15 & East Blind Road, Montgomery *

* Limited to the first 50 people
* All children must be accompanied by an adult
* Advance registration required / accepted first come, first-served
Contact Jenn Nauss, jnauss89@gmail.com, (717) 512-1261




Eagle Grange #1
¢/o Douglas A. Bonsall

300 Swatara Street, PO Box 765
Dauphin, PA 17018-0765

December 2025
Newsletter

Here’s just a part of the crew of volunteers who helped with the dinner; more photos on Pages 2-3.
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