
1 

 

Pennsylvania’s First Grange Serving the community since 1871 

Visit us on Facebook or at website https://www.pagrange.org/pennsylvanias-first-grange---eagle-1.html 

 

Route 15 & East Blind Road, Montgomery, PA  17752 

April 2025 
 

Two Unique Programs Announced
Plein Air Painting  

April 1st @ 6:30 p.m. 

Elizabeth “Beth” DeJesus 
England… her love of art 
dates back to her early 
childhood, but this graphic 
artist from Montgomery 
became interested in plein air 
painting when she attended 
the Maryland Institute 
College of Art.   On 
weekends when the weather 

is nice, there’s nothing more exciting for her than 
packing up her car with oil paints, watercolors, and 
pochade box in tow, exploring the back roads, and 
quaint townscapes of Lycoming County, PA, and 
beyond.  

One of her road trips brought her to the historic Eagle 
Grange Hall last year and it became the subject of 
one of Beth’s paintings.   This past December she 
presented the Grange with a print of this artwork 
which has now been professionally framed to hang in 
the Grange Hall.   Beth will explain plein air painting, 
simply the art of painting outdoors in nature, and 
show examples of her work.     

Mexican Themed Potluck 
May 6th @ 6:00 p.m. 

Tonight we’re going to 
celebrate our neighbors 
south of the border with 
another one of our 
themed potluck 
dinners.   As we’ve done 
for previous themed 
potlucks (Hawaiian, 
Cajun/Mardi Gras, Irish, 
PA Dutch), some recipes 

will be distributed in advance (available at the April 
1st meeting) so we have the opportunity to prepare 
and taste new foods.   

The occasion will be a Cinco de Mayo observance of 
Mexican culture, ironically something more widely 
celebrated in the United States than in Mexico.   In 
addition to trying new foods, the evening will include 
a short video explaining the background and origin of 
Cinco de Mayo.  There will be the traditional breaking 
of the pinata and other Cico de Mayo activities..    

Bring your friends and neighbors for another night of 
Grange food, fellowship and fun.   

IMPORTANT REMINDERS ABOUT THE COLLECTION OF PLASTIC BAGS & FILM 

The new project announced in the last newsletter – the collection of 1,000 pounds of plastic bags & 
film – has gotten off to a good start.   Eagle Grange has partnered with the NexTrex Corp. to recycle used 
plastic bags & film (see complete details on Page 6 flyer).   When bringing donations, please follow these rules: 

       *Only plastic bags and film are accepted; do NOT include donate plastic bottles or containers 
       *All bags & film must be clean, dry and free of food residue. 
       *Be sure all donations are placed INSIDE the trash can on the back porch (no loose bags outside the can). 

If the can is filled, please notify Phil Vonada at 814-404-7985. 

Eagle Grange #1

https://www.pagrange.org/pennsylvanias-first-grange---eagle-1.html
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 Latest Take-Out Dinner - A Big Success 
The March 22nd Pork Loin dinner was another sell-out with over 200 meals served.   The proceeds, 

including the bake sale table, realized a profit of $2,841.50.   What a way to welcome spring’s arrival!

 

Tasks on the Friday work day included making stuffing 
(above), pulling meat and peeling potatoes (below) 

 

 

 

Volunteers were busy cutting the dessert (above) and 
pulling more meat  (below) on Saturday morning. 
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Washing dishes didn’t keep Libby Green (above) from 
wearing a smile and a Thrivent shirt; Thrivent provided 
a $250 grant to purchase dinner supplies.  Meanwhile, 
Joann Murray and Patty Peterman (below) seem very 
focused on making sure the food is ready to serve.   

 

 

Janet Reynolds & Daisy Styer check the reservations. 

 

Jackie Murray (above) ladles out the gravy while Karen 

Williamson (below) helps with filling orders. 
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COMING EVENTS  

APRIL 1 –– Grange meeting – 6:30 p.m.   

Program – Plein Air Painting  
           by local artist Elizabeth England  

     Hosts – Janet Reynolds, Karen Williamson 

APRIL 26 – Pomona Grange Legislative Dinner 
(see details below) 

MAY 2 – Work day for take-out dinner – 10 a.m.; 
bring something to share for lunch;      

MAY 3 – Take-out Roast Beef Dinner – See Page 7 

• Help needed starting @ 10 a.m.  

• Please donate baked goods for sale table  

MAY 6 – Mexican Themed Potluck – 6:00 p.m.   
Program – Video on Cinco de Mayo; Games 
including “Break the Pinata”   

     Host – Phil Vonada 

JUNE 3 – Grange meeting – 6:30 p.m.   

Program – PA Fraktur by Donna Selfridge Spangler 
from Sunbury  

     Hosts – Tom & Daisy Styer 

Pomona Grange 
Legislative Dinner 

Northcentral Pomona Grange #29 (Lycoming & 
Montour Counties)  is continuing a long-time tradition 
with the sponsorship of a Legislative Banquet on 
Saturday, April 26, 2025, beginning at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Eagle Grange Hall.   Come to meet your local 
legislators discuss the issues of the day.   

As host, Eagle will be preparing and serving the meal 
featuring a menu of: 

• mixed green salad/celery seed dressing 

• stuffed pork chop/gravy 

• twice baked ptoatoes 

• buttered vegetable 

• applesauce  

• rolls & butter 

• coconut cream & lemon meringue pies 

• coffee/tea    

Guests at the dinner must purchase tickets in advance 
at a cost of $18 each;   tickets will be available at 
Eagle’s April 1st  meeting.   Five or six volunteers are 
needed to come in by 12:30 p.m. that day to prepare 
the meal and clean-up afterwards;  as usual, 
volunteers will be provided a complimentary meal. 

Community Movie Night 
A new service project sponosred by the 

Grange was the free showing of the Disney 
movie “Wish” on Saturday, March 1st.   About 
30 people attended to enjoy refreshments and 

watch.    A Thrivent Action Team grant 
donated by one of our members helped to 

underwrite the movie licensing costs.  

 

 

TO KEEP YOU INFORMED – Printed copies of the 
Grange’s monthly financial report and minutes are 

distributed at each meeting.  
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PA Dutch Potluck/Program 

 

The array of food, all with a PA Dutch flair! 

 

The fascinating speaker Katie King described 
Amish food traditions to an attentive audience! 

 

Property Updates 
The exterior siding and insulation project is 
100% finished and the final payment made 
to the contractor.   The last part of the project - 
decorative mantles (trim) above the windows – was  
completed in mid-March.  Although not an exact 
match to the original wooden mantles, the new 
ones are maintenance-free vinyl. 

While the contractor was working up along the 
eves, external lights were repaired and an 
addition spotlight added to make sure there is 
adequate lighting for the parking lot and entrances. 

The exterior landscaping project by students 
from the PA College of Technology Earth 
Sciences Center will get started as soon as the 
weather permits planting of the shrubs and 
perennials in their plan.    As part of the 
redesigned landscaping, the Grange has decided to 
relocate the four wooden benches from the fire pit 
area to two areas adjacent to the hall. 

Thank you to Katy Moser for donating the 
materials needed by the students to build new 
planter boxes for the front and kitchen entrances. 

After multiple attempts to find a contractor that 
might reface the kitchen cabinets, the contractor 
that installed our countertops has done some 
minor repairs and agreed to fabricate 
replacements for three deteriorated doors in 
front of the triple sinks.      

Gifts Acknowledged 
If you’ve been keeping up with things happening 
around Eagle Grange the past couple years, you 
know that many generous financial donations have 
been received, enabling the many renovations and 
improvements made during that time.    

A recent gift of $10,000 was received from Judy 
More in memory of her husband Robert “Bob” 
who passed away early in 2023.   Bob was a 
member of the Grange since 1986.   The gift may 
be used for whatever needs the Grange may have.    

We would be remiss if we did not thank all the 
friends and members of the Grange who give 
generously, frequently and quietly in so many 

ways.  Those who donate baked goods, 
cleaning supplies, trash bags, dinner supplies, 
paper/ink, postage and many other items know 

who you are and we say THANK YOU to all. 
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Eagle Grange #1 
c/o Douglas A. Bonsall 
300 Swatara Street, PO Box 765 
Dauphin, PA  17018-0765 
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Coming up at May 1st Grange Meeting 

 


