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May 2025 
 

 

Mexican Themed Potluck 
May 6th @ 6:00 p.m. 

Tonight we’re going to celebrate our neighbors 
south of the border with another one of our 
themed potluck dinners.   As we’ve done for 
previous themed potlucks (Hawaiian, Cajun/Mardi 
Gras, Irish, PA Dutch), some recipes are available if 
you want to prepare something along a Mexican 
theme so we have the opportunity to taste foods from 
another culture. 

Please Note:   Mexican foods are not required, so 
feel free to bring any other favorite casserole, 
salad or dessert to add to the evening’s buffet.   
The Grange will provide meat, place settings and 
beverages (including some “mock-tails”!).  

This event will be a 
celebration of Cinco de 
Mayo, ironically an 
observance of Mexican 
culture more widely 
celebrated in the United 
States than in Mexico.   In 
addition to trying new 
foods, the evening will 
include a short video 

explaining the background and origin of Cinco de 
Mayo along with an educational quiz, Mexican bingo 
and the traditional breaking of the pinata.    

Bring your friends and neighbors for another night of 
Grange food, fellowship and fun 

Did you know that the 153rd annual session of 
the PA State Grange will be held in Williamsport, 

October 16-19, 2025?  Some Eagle members are 
helping to plan the events for Grangers from all over the 

state and several events will be taking place at our 
historic Grange Hall. Watch for more details later! 

Fraktur Program – June 3rd 
The Pennsylvania German folk art of Fraktur began 
in the 1750’s as a beautifully artistic way for families 
to record special events, such as births and 
weddings. Inspirational verses were also created in 
Fraktur and used by schools both for instruction and 
given as graduation gifts to encourage students as 
they enter adult life. 

 

We’ll have the opportunity to learn about this vivid art 
form at our June meeting from Donna Selfridge 
Spangler (above) of Sunbury, who has lived most of 
her life surrounded by the beauty of the central 
Pennsylvania mountains and the heritage of the 
Pennsylvania German culture. She will share with us 
the traditional fraktur designs -- flowers, birds, vines, 
and hearts -- and the flowing letters of calligraphy 
that have become so much a part of her life and art.
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Just by seeing their backsides, can you identify the volunteers below who recently 
washed windows in the Grange Hall?  A third volunteer took the pictures; thanks to all.   

 

.   

Plein Air Painting Program at April Meeting  

  
Artist Elizabeth (Beth) DeJesus England of Montgomery explained the art of painting outside surrounded by 

nature and showed a variety of her works, including several different perspectives of the Grange Hall.  
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COMING EVENTS 

APRIL 26 – Pomona Grange Legislative Dinner 
(see details on right) 

MAY 2 – Work day for take-out dinner – 10 a.m.; 
bring something to share for lunch;      

MAY 3 – Take-out Beef Dinner – See Page 4 

• Help needed starting @ 10 a.m.  

• Please donate baked goods for sale table  

MAY 6 – Spring Potluck – 6:00 p.m.   

Meat, place settings and beverages provided; bring 
a casserole, salad or dessert to share for our 
fellowship dinner together; Mexican cuisine 
suggested but not required. 

Program – Learning about Cinco de Mayo with a 
video and quiz, play Mexican Bingo and try your 
luck at “Break the Pinata”   

     Host – Phil Vonada 

JUNE 3 – Grange meeting – 6:30 p.m.   

Program – PA Fraktur by Donna Selfridge 
Spangler from Sunbury (see details on Page 1) 

     Hosts – Tom & Daisy Styer 

June 6 – Work day for take-out dinner – 10 a.m.; 
bring something to share for lunch;      

June 7 – Take-out Ham Dinner – See Page 4 

• Help needed starting @ 10 a.m.  

• Please donate baked goods for sale table  

JUNE 21 – Craft Supply Sell & Swap and Fiber 
Market - 11 a.m.-3 p.m.   

This is a brand-new community outreach project 
being coordinated by Phil Vonada.  Vendors with 
craft items to sell or swap may reserve an indoor 
space (8’ table) for $20 or an outside space for $10 
(must provide their own pop-up tent or covering).   
In case of bad weather, all spaces will be indoors, 
possibly on both floors of the Grange Hall 
depending on the number of vendors.   Customers 
can obtain early access to buy at 10 a.m. for $5.  

We are also hoping to add a free kids' crafting 
station with some supplies (easy crafts run by 
volunteers) and also some demonstrations from 
local artisans (weaving, sewing, etc.).  The Grange 
will operate a snack bar selling beverages, desserts 
and possibly sandwiches.  

If you are interested in being either a vendor or a 
volunteer helper, contact Phil @ 814-404-7985. 

Last Call for Pomona 
Legislative Dinner 

Hurry if you want to make a last minute reservation 
for the Pomona Grange #28 Legislative Banquet 
on Saturday, April 26, 2025, beginning at 5:30 
p.m. in the Eagle Grange Hall.   After a delicious 
stuffed pork chop dinner prepared and served by 
our Eagle volunteers, you’ll have an opportunity to 
hear local elected officials discuss current issues. 

The announced deadline for reservations has 
already passed and we’ve received a tentative 
count from the Pomona president, but you can still 
be added to the list to attend this event by calling 
Doug Bonsall at 717-460-0723 no later than 
4/24/2025.  The cost of tickets is $18. 

Volunteers – your help needed from 12:30 p.m. 

                    

 

Property Update 
We’re happy to report that things are in very good 
shape in and around the Grange Hall.   The only 
projects still in process are the completion of the 
exterior landscaping (see Page 6) and some work 
on the kitchen cabinet doors.   A second contractor 
has looked at the cabinets and we are waiting on 
his estimate to replace the deteriorating doors, 
which are the original ones that were probably 
homemade by Grange volunteers when the 
kitchen/restroom addition was built in 1968.      

Donations for Sale Table 
The goodies made/donated by our members 

and friends are always a popular addition to our 
take out dinners, generating several hundred 
additional dollars to the day’s profits.  Please 
consider donating baked goods, particularly 

pies, breads, candies and soups.   The Grange 
can provide quart plastic soup containers. 

150th Anniversary 

State Grange 

Cookbooks 

available for $25; 

excellent gifts for 

many occasions 
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Plastic Recycling Project Off to Good Start 

After just two months, our new plastic bag/film recycling project is moving forward.   Eagle 
Grange has partnered with the NexTrex Corp. to collect and recycle used plastic bags & film (see 
details below).   The goal is to collect at least 1,000 pounds of plastic bags and film within the next 
year and earn a bench to donate to the local park.    

It is VERY important to follow these rules for donations:  

       *Only plastic bags and film are accepted; do NOT include donate plastic bottles or containers 

       *All bags & film must be clean, dry and free of food residue. 

       *Be sure all donations are placed INSIDE the trash can on the back porch of the Grange Hall 
 (please, do not place any loose bags outside the can). 

We’ve had some issues with donations being left outside the can and these donations are so light 
they end up blowing all over the grounds.   Also, this is NOT a collection of plastic bottles or 
containers which have also been appearing in or with the plastic bags and film.    

If the can is filled, please notify Phil Vonada at 814-404-7985. 
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A chilly wind on a drizzly early spring 

day did not deter Patty Peterman and 

Katy Moser from planting pansies in 

the planters at the front and kitchen 

entrances of the Grange Hall. The new 

wooden boxes surrounding the 

planter tubs were made by industrial 

arts (shop) students at Montgomery 

High School under the direction of our 

good friend/neighbor Chris Ulrich.     

The planting of new shrubbery around 

the perimeter of the hall should be 

taking place any day now.   That 

project is being done as a service to 

the Grange by students under the 

direction of Carl Bower from the PA 

College of Technology Earth Sciences 

Center just across Route 15.  

  

 


