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Pennsylvania’s First Grange Serving the community since 1871 

Visit us on Facebook or at website https://www.pagrange.org/pennsylvanias-first-grange---eagle-1.html 

 

Route 15 & East Blind Road, Montgomery, PA  17752 

February 2026 
 

Gearing Up for Another Productive Year 
A very productive planning meeting was held on January 6, 2026 to discuss 
activities for the coming year and set some priorities for Eagle Grange.    We 
began with a survey to determine members’ thoughts; the results are shown 

below.   (Totals vary because some respondents did not answer all questions.) 

Question Agree No 

Opinion 

Disagree 

1. I know all there is to know about the Grange. 1 3 9 

2. I would like to learn more about the Grange and what it does at 
its various levels. 

11 3  

3. I look forward to Eagle Grange meetings and activities. 14 1  

4. I enjoy and learn from the programs presented at meetings. 13 2  

5. I think the fellowship at Grange activities is important. 14 1  

6. I like a mix of different types of Grange meetings – some 
formal, some informal, some special outings 

14 1  

7. I believe that serving the community should be the primary 
focus of Eagle Grange. 

11 3 2 

8. I think that holding about 6 take-out dinners as fund raisers 
annually is the right number.   

11 2 1 

9. We should continue to improve our facilities at Eagle Grange.   11 3 1 

10. The Grange must continue to change if it is to survive in the 
future.     

12 1 2 

11. I am open to change and trying new things at Eagle Grange.    14 1  

12. I am willing to take an active part in Grange activities.    13 2  

 

Among the interesting facts shared at this meeting was a summary of all the 
property improvements done over the past 6 years at Eagle Grange.   Everyone 
was amazed that so much could be accomplished for just over $156,000, thanks 
to the donation of much volunteer labor   See Page 3 for a list of those projects. 
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Plans Are Coming Together for 2026 
(subject to change/addition) 

 

Grange Meetings (6:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted) 

• January 6, 2026 

• February 3, 2026 – FFA Night/Soup Supper @ 6 
p.m. 

• March 3, 2026 

• April 7, 2026 – Catered dinner to celebrate Eagle’s 
155th anniversary @ 6 p.m.  

• May 5, 2026 

• June 2, 2026 

• July 7, 2026 – Picnic @ 6 p.m. – Blue Sparrow Farm 

• August 4, 2026 

• September 1, 2026 

• October 6, 2026 – Installation of officers 

• November 4, 2026 (note change to Wednesday to 
avoid conflict with General Election) 

• December 1, 2026 – Holiday Dinner @ 6 p.m.  

Confirmed Programs 

• 2/3 – A Soldier’s Hands card/letter writing 

• 3/3 – America250 Pine Creek Declaration of 
Independence & The Tiadaghton Elm 

• 7/7 – Picnic/Lavender & Animal Snuggles                  

• 10/6 – Installation of Officers 

Looking Into Additional Program Ideas 

• Wood crafting 

• Master Gardeners 

• Plants with Medicinal Benefits 

• Lace Making 

• Hammered Dulcimer Music 

• Drug/Alcohol Services  

Special Project to Promote Grange  

• Fair exhibits 

 

Meeting Hosts Needed for 2026 

Refreshments are much enjoyed during the social hour 
after Grange meetings/programs, usually serving snack 
foods unless a fellwoship meal is planned.  Everyone 

brings something to share and the host(s) are responsible 
for set-up and clean-up.   Patty Peterman coordinates 

hosts for each meeting; volunteer early to get your choice 
of date(s). 

Service Projects 

• 2/3 - FFA Night/Blue Jackets/A Soldier’s Hands   

• 2/6 -Fleece blanket making  

• 2/7 - “Share the Love” lasagna dinner  

• Summer – Outdoor movie & ice cream party 

• 11/?? - Cookie baking/delivery  

• 12/?? - Jingle Bell Jamboree  

• 12/1 - Community Citizen Award  

• Extension-led classes – date(s) to be determined 

• Charitable donations – as needs arise 

Fund Raising Take-Out Dinners 

• 3/21/2026 – Pork loin w/ sauerkraut or stuffing 

• 5/2/2026 – Roast Beef 

• 6/6/2026 – Baked Ham* 

• 7/25/2026 – Pulled Pork* 

• 9/19/2026 – Chicken Breast 

• 11/7/2026 – Roast Turkey 

*With the exception of these two meals, all others sold out 
to our maximum of 200-225 meals.   A survey will be 

taken at the March 21st dinner to ask if different menus 
would be preferred by our customers.   Depending on the 

response, the menus for some meals may be changed 

Property Improvements 

• Kitchen cabinet/drawer renewal approved/waiting 

• Investigate feasibility of installing elevator 

• Improve first floor HVAC (heat/air conditioning)  

• Revisit building of outdoor pavilion 

Don’t Forget to Pay 
Your Grange Dues 

Grange dues for 2026 are $70 
for adults and $20 for youth members to 
support our organization at the local, state 
and national levels.   You may pay your 
2026 dues at any regular meeting or by 
mailing to the secretary:  

Jenn Nauss 
10 West Schoolside Drive 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055  
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COMING EVENTS 

The plastic film collection project has 
ended; please do not bring any more 

materials to the Grange Hall. 

JANUARY 31 – Pomona #28 luncheon meeting – 
12 noon at Allegheny Grange (note date change) 

FEBRUARY 3 – Soup Supper/Informal meeting 
– 6:00 p.m. with Montgomery FFA as guests 

• Last names A-M – Bring 3-4 quarts of soup 

• Last Names N-R – Bring desserts 

• Last names S-Z – Bring crusty bread or rolls 

Hosts – Patty Peterman, Joann Murray 
Reservations due 1/31/2026 to Patty @ 570-419-0826 

Program – FFA Update + Card Making/Letter 
Writing led by Trish Shallenberger of State College; 
see details at right about A Soldiers’ Hands   

Remember – By previous action, if inclement 

weather requires an Eagle Grange meeting to be 

postponed, it will be automatically be rescheduled 

to be held the following evening. 

FEBRUARY 6 – Work day – 10 a.m.; bring 
something to share for lunch; preparations for take-
out dinner + fleece blanket making 

• Bring sharp scissors or mat & rotary cutter  

FEBRUARY 7 – Take-out lasagna dinner – annual 
“Share the Love” – this dinner is “sold out” as this 
newsletter is being prepared 

• Help needed starting @ 10 a.m.  

• Please donate baked goods for sale table  

MARCH 3 – Grange meeting – 6:30 p.m.  

Program – America250 Pine Creek 
Declaration of Independence & The 
Tiadaghton Elm by Dr. Christopher 
Pearl from Lycoming College 

About the fascinating coincidence that 
happened nearby here on July 4, 1776 

Hosts – To be determined 

MARCH 20  – Work day – 10 a.m.; bring something 
to share for lunch; preparations for take-out dinner 

MARCH 21– Take-out Pork & Sauerkraut (or 
Stuffing & Gravy) Dinner 

• Help needed starting @ 10 a.m. 
• Please donate baked goods for sale table  

February 3rd Program & Service Project 

A Soldier’s Hands 
Trish Shallenberger 
is the founder of A 
Soldier's Hands (ASH), 
a non-profit organization 
caring for our deployed 
military, that integrates 
youth education, 
volunteer support, 
fundraising, and 
leadership in a uniquely 
touching way.    

Since 2007, through the 
support of donors and 
volunteers across the 
country, the organization 
has delivered more than 49,000 individual care packages 
to troops stationed around the world.   The mission of 
ASH, and Trish’s passion, is to involve the community in 
bringing smiles to our deployed soldiers, sailors and 
marines who may have never received mail from home.  

In addition to her labor of love with ASH, Trish has been 
an Independent Consultant with Mary Kay for 22 years.  
Her love of people and her commitment to be of service 
to others has earned her a top sales spot in many of 
those years.  Originally from Williamsburg, VA, Trish 
currently lives in State College with her husband and their 
yellow lab, Lilly.    

At Eagle’s February 3rd soup supper meeting, Grange and 
FFA members will work together under her direction to 
make cards and write letters to send to those currently 
serving in the armed forces.  All supplies furnished. 

Property Upgrades 2019-2025 

Exterior siding & insulation – 55 years in the making! 

Handicap restrooms, ramp & parking spaces/signage 

Emergency lighting + upgraded interior lighting 

Paved & lined parking area 

New HVAC (heating & air conditioning systems) 

New kitchen counters/sinks/hood/commercial equipment 

Water treatment system 

Interior and exterior painting 

Laminate floor on first floor/partial refinishing on second 

New draperies 

Sump pump & related underground drainage 

Lighted outdoor sign 

Exterior water faucet & electrical outlet 

Fire escape repairs & repainting 

Removal of old shrubbery & new landscape plantings 

New exterior doors with regulation panic hardware 

Upgraded electric service + additional electrical outlets 

Exterior benches  
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Familiar Projects Coming Up @ Eagle in February 

See all the details inside this newsletter!   

   
Annual “Share the Love” Free 

Lasagna Dinner 
Fleece Blankets to Warm the Needy 

in our Community 
FFA Night/A Soldier’s Hands 

Service Project 
 


