Pennsylvania’s First Grange Serving the community since 1871
Visit us on Facebook or at website https://www.pagrange.org/pennsylvanias-first-grange---eagle-1.html

Route 15 & East Blind Road, Montgomery, PA 17752
March 2026

March 3, 2026 @ 6:30 p.m.

Celebrating America250

Pine Creek Declaration of Independence/Tiadaghton Elm

Many local citizens are not aware of the
| D) Declarations unusual coincidence that happened nearby on
: i o Independence - |E28  July 4, 1776, when the Continental Congress,
| cnilIZL | meeting in Philadelphia, was adopting the now
‘ famous United States of America Declaration
of Independence from Great Britain written by
future president Thomas Jefferson.

On that very same day, unaware of what was taking place

§ about 200 miles southeast, a similar declaration of

| independence was being made by a group of colonial

| squatters called the Fair Play Men under a large elm tree

SO along the west bank of Pine Creek. This location where
AR Pine Creek forms the boundary between Lycoming and

% Clinton Counties is about 25 miles from Eagle Grange.

Dr. Christopher Pearl from Lycoming College will discuss this unique
local historical event. Chris Pearl is an historian of early America,
specializing in the American Revolution. He earned his PhD from
Binghamton University and is currently Associate Professor and Chair of
History at Lycoming College in Williamsport, Pennsylvania. Pearl's
research on the American Revolution and the Founding has been widely
recognized, including his new book, Declarations of Independence:
Indigenous Resilience, Colonial Rivalries, and the Cost of Revolution,
which won the Walker Cowen Memorial Prize for an outstanding work of
scholarship in eighteenth-century studies, as well as his article
“Becoming Patriots,” which received the Pennsylvania Historical
Association’s Philip S. Klein award.



https://www.pagrange.org/pennsylvanias-first-grange---eagle-1.html

225 “Share the Love” Lasagna Meals

The annual free meals project reached capacity this year. Most guests chose to “pay the love
forward” and donated generously to support the Grange’s free back-to-school give-away this summer.

The weather outSIde on February 7" might have been frightfully cold but the warmth inside
was delightful as shown by all the smiles on faces of both guests and volunteers!

Tom Styer & Glenn Pauling manned the bake sale table. Phil Vonada was on the Iasagna making crew.



More Pictures from “Share the Love”

Cutting all those big pans of lasagna almost looked
like fun for Jackie Murray & Reba Crawford (above)
while Hilda Sampsell’s broad smile at the seving
window (below) greeted guests picking up meals.
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Apparently Craig Staller & Joann Murray enjoyed each
other’s company while working in the kitchen.




Another Dozen Blankets Made to Give Warmth

(above) Patty Peterman, Lila Styer & Janet Reynolds;
(below) Carol Gresh & Libby Green

(above) Tom Styer; blankets are being delivered to
the Family Promise shelter in Williamsport

Upcoming Programs in 2026
May 5 — Lace Making demonstration
June 2 — UPMC Stress Management

July 7 — Picnic @ Blue Sparrow Farm, Milton
lavender fields tour; animal snuggling

3 ‘ August 4 — Veteran Kevin Bittenbender on post-
mm‘.m . traumatic stress; suicide prevention

September 1 — Wooden bowl making

October 6 — Installation of Officers

November 4 — UPMC Maintaining Healthy Joints
December 1 — Holiday Dinner; dulcimer music

155" Anniversary Celebration — April 7t

Eagle Grange, the first Grange in PA, was organized March 4, 1871. In observance of this 155™"
anniversary, plans have been made to celebrate with a banquet catered by the Station House Restaurant.
The full course meal will feature an entrée of chicken cordon bleu. Tickets are
just $10/person as the Grange will be subsidizing about half the cost.

Advance reservations are required by March 31'; meals will not be available
for any walk-ins. Please make checks payable to: Eagle Grange and
purchase your ticket(s) from Doug Bonsall at any Grange event or by calling
717-460-0723.

We are indeed fortunate to have our own Grange member, motivational
speaker and professional musician KJ Reimensnyder-Wagner of Lewisburg
to entertain and inspire us that night with her music and words. KJ’s theme
will be "Seizing the day - Changing the Negative to the Positive” ...finding
the steps to work toward the positive in life situations.




“A Soldiers Hands” Program @ FFA Night

Intent on letter writing and card making were (above)
FFA students and (below) Karen Schooley.
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Trish Shallenberger of State College is the founder
of “A Soldier’s Hands” charity which provides care
packages to active duty military personnel. She led
a workshop at the February 3" Grange meeting to
make cards and write letters, some of which were
included in a shipment to the unit in which the son-
in-law of Grange friends Chris & Jill Ulrich serves.

Grange Dues Reminder

If you have not already done so, remember that
your annual dues ($70) must be paid by 3/31/2026.
You may pay the secretary at any meeting/event or

Montgomery FFA members presented a slide show mail to: Jenn Nauss,10 West Schoolside Drive,
showing their most recent activities. Eagle Grange Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

sponsored two FFA jackets for local students.



Kitchen Updates

The long anticipated replacement of cabinet doors
and drawers is underway and will be completed
shortly. The originals made of particle board and in

use since the 1960’s were badly deteriorating.

In other property matters......

¢ The installtion of an elevator is not feasible at
this time after receiving a rough estimated cost
of $93,000 for the equipment, plus up to a
matching amount to build the necessary shaft.

¢ Improvements to the first floor heating and air
conditioning have been evaluated and a quote
is expected soon. The heat pump system
installed in 2023 can be expanded with two
additional registers. A back up heat source will
be provided by two new more efficient propane
wall units to replace old units currently used.

COMING EVENTS

MARCH 3 - Grange Meeting @ 6:30 p.m.

Program — Dr. Christopher Pearl from Lycoming
College speaking on Pine Creek Declaration of
Independence & Tiadaghton EIm - See Page 1

Host — Phil Vonada

MARCH 20 - Work day for take-out dinner — 10
a.m.; bring something to share for lunch;

MARCH 21- Take-out Pork Loin Dinner with
sauerkraut OR filling/gravy — See Page 7

e Help needed starting @ 10 a.m.
¢ Please donate baked goods for sale table

MARCH 31- Brunch Charcuterie Boards class
taught by Penn State Extension from 6-8 p.m.;
advance registration required & space is limited:
see Page 7 for details & registration link.

APRIL 7 — 155" Anniversary Catered Banquet;

tickets only $10 each (subsidized by Grange);
advance reservations required by March 31%; no
walk-ins accepted — See Page 4

Host — Doug Bonsall

Program — Motivational speaker & professional
musician KJ Reimensnyder-Wagner

Dinner Menu
Survey Taken

At the most recent take-out
dinner Libby Green (right)
asked guests for their
suggestions on the menu at
future dinners.

Among the top choices (in
order of preference) were
current dinners serving:

e stuffed chicken breasts
baked ham
roast beef
lasagna
roast pork loin with sauerkraut or filling/gravy
roast turkey

Strong interest was shown in new menu options:
o stuffed pork chops

chicken potpie

meat loaf

ham loaf
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Eagle Grange #1
¢/o Douglas A. Bonsall

300 Swatara Street, PO Box 765
Dauphin, PA 17018-0765

March 2026
Newsletter

Gathered at the Grange on a Cold Winter Day

These volunteers were among those helping prepare for the annual “Share the Love” Dinner and
blanket making project February 6" & 7t" when the temperatures outside were in the single digits.
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