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Pennsylvania’s First Grange Serving the community since 1871 

Visit us on Facebook or at website https://www.pagrange.org/pennsylvanias-first-grange---eagle-1.html 

 

Route 15 & East Blind Road, Montgomery, PA  17752 

May 2026 
 

Next Program – May 5, 2026 @ 6:30 p.m. 

The Art of Lace Making 
Iva Kressler of Bloomsburg, retired after 36 years as a registered 

nurse, keeps busy learning new things.  “My attitude is one is never 
too old to learn something new,” she says as she prepares to 
give a demonstration on bobbin lace making at the next Grange 
meeting on Tuesday, May 5th.  

Growing up on a small farm as one of six children, she started doing 
needlework when she was 8 years old and by 13, she could knit and 
sew. Her maternal grandmother taught her to tat with a shuttle and from 
there went on to do counted cross stitch, quilting and PA Dutch crewel 
work. Most recently she learned to do strap weaving.      

She now shares these traditional crafts with audiences as a costumed 
reenactor demonstrating and teaching the arts and crafts done by 
women in colonial America.  The Grange’s program coordinator met her 
at the Bloomsburg Fair where she was demonstrating in the historic Barton House.    

155th Anniversary Celebrated in Style 
Joann Murray (left), Eagle Grange’s longest continuous 
member, was given the honor of cutting the anniversary cake at 
the recent banquet celebrating 155 years of continuous service 
by Pennsylvania’s first Grange. Sister Murray joined the Junior 
Grange in 1945 and graduated into Eagle Grange in 1953. She 
has been active ever since! 

Table settings, centerpieces, fresh flower favors and the printed 
program all followed a black & gold color scheme.  The delicious 
meal featuring chicken cordon bleu was catered by the Station 
House Restaurant in Montgomery with the Grange subsidizing 
about half of the cost for each guest.   It was wonderful to have a 
large delegation from California Grange #941, Montour County, 
joining us for the occasion.   Special thanks to California for the 
lovely floral arrangement gifted to Eagle that evening. 

A new 36-page historical booklet was published as a permanent 
record of Eagle’s history; copies are available upon request. 
Check out more pictures about the anniversary on Page 4.     

Eagle Grange #1
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2 

 

Good Community Response for Class 

 

 

 

Another class led by a Penn State Extension educator 
(left) was held in the Grange Hall on March 31st.   

Participants were busy making all good of brunch foods 
and learning how to arrange it into attractive displays 

called charcuterie boards.   
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Welcome to Another New 
Affiliate Member 

• John Nogle, Danville  

 

Looking Ahead to Programs 
July 7 – Picnic @ Blue Sparrow Farm, Milton  
     lavender fields tour; animal snuggling 

August 4 – Veteran Kevin Bittenbender on post- 
     traumatic stress; suicide prevention 

September 1 – Wooden bowl making by Bob Fry  
     from California Grange 

October 6 – Installation of Officers; hosting other  
     Granges from Pomona district   

November 4 – UPMC Maintaining Healthy Joints 

December 1 – Holiday Dinner; Community Citizen 
Award, still searching for entertainment – any 
suggestions welcomed 

 

A Blanket for Bernie 
One of the most popular Grange service projects 
done during the coldest time of the year is the 
making of tied fleece blankets.  This winter over a 
dozen blankets were made, including one for our 
own Bernie Downey who now resides in Muncy 
Place. His wife Beth tells us how thrilled Bernie is 
with this gift.  The rest of the blankets went to the 
Family Promise shelter in Williamsport.    

 

 

COMING EVENTS 

MAY 1 – Work day for take-out dinner – 10 a.m.; 
bring something to share for lunch      

MAY 2– Take-out Stuffed Chicken Breast 
Dinner– See Page 5 

• Help needed starting @ 10 a.m.  

• Please donate baked goods for sale table  

MAY 5 – Grange Meeting @ 6:30 p.m.  

Program – Lace Making Demonstration by Iva 
Kressler of Bloomsburg   

• Hosts – Tom & Daisy Styer 

JUNE 2 – Grange Meeting @ 6:30 p.m.  

Program – Managing Everyday Stress by Dr. 
Santi Tanikella from UPMC Montoursville 

• Hosts – Irv & Janet Reynolds, Libby Green 

JUNE 12 – Work day for take-out dinner – 10 a.m.; 
bring something to share for lunch      

JUNE 13 – Take-out Stuffed Ham Dinner– See 
Page 5 

• Help needed starting @ 10 a.m.  

• Please donate baked goods for sale table  

 

PLEASE HELP!!!!  
Hosts are still needed for meetings on July 7 

(picnic), Oct. 6th and Nov. 4th.    

Gather a couple friends together to do this; it’s 
easy to set-up and clean-up our popular social 

hours because everyone brings a refreshment to 
share.   Contact Patty Peterman @ 570-419-0826 

to volunteer. 

 

Looking After Our Property  
Enhancements to the heating and cooling on the 
first floor of the Grange Hall have been done by 

Frey’s Plumbing & Heating.   Two old propane wall 
heating units have been replaced with modern, more 

efficient units to provide quicker heat recovery. 
Additional ductwork and a floor register have also 
been added to the electric heat pump system to 
deliver more heat/air conditioning as needed. 

Thanks to Doug Bonsall for providing the pansies 
and to Daisy Styer for planting them in the planters 

at the front and kitchen entrances.
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A Gala Party for Eagle’s 155th Birthday 
Eagle Grange showed it really knows how to party when 54 persons gathered on April 7th to enjoy a catered 
banquet, learn tidbits about the history of the Grange and hear a mesaage on “looking for the positive in 
life” presented by professional musician and motivational speaker KJ Reimensnyder-Wagner (below right).. 

 

 

Members/friends enjoyed a meal catered by The Station 
House Restaurant and got involved in program fun.  

Not so easy to balance an (Easter) egg on your head! 

 

 

 

(right) A 36-page 

booklet) filled with more 
than 125 pictures and 

historical narrative 
about Eagle’s journey 

since 1871  was 
prepared for the 

anniversary.   Copies 
are available at any 
Grange event or by 

contacting Doug 
Bonsall @ 717-460-0723. 

  A donation of $5 to cover 
the cost of printing plus an 
additional $3 for postage (if 

mailed) is requested.
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Your Help & Support Needed for Two Upcoming Fund Raisers 
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Eagle Grange #1 
c/o Douglas A. Bonsall 
300 Swatara Street, PO Box 765 
Dauphin, PA  17018-0765 
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Charcuterie Class Led by Penn State Extension  

 

These three ladies were among the group of some 20 participants in the latest food class 
sponsored by Eagle Grange and led by Penn State Extension.  The topic was preparing 

Brunch Charcuterie Boards; more pictures may be found on Page 2. 


